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These Considerations 


NEW YEAR with % ¢° C still present in the sky, ready for 

another pass come May. But that’s still months off, now it 

is only mid-January, a frigid time of clarity and simplifica- 

tion hereabouts, sixty miles north of New York City. Except 
for the conifers, the trees are stripped to their essentials and the winter 
hills are naked. The sky is mostly a solid snow-cloud mass, but now and 
then, like tonight, we see a wide winter sky in which the constellation 
Orion glows with a chilly clarity. It challenges us to prepare, to match 
the slow, inevitable change that is promised by the increasing daylight, 
each fresh day lasting a minute or two longer than yesterday. It reminds 
me that it is time to send this February Considerations to the printer, to 
have it in your hands before the © quits 4’s territory. 

There were enough 911 articles in November’s issue, now we return 
to other matters. We do have two reminders of an earlier war with the 
astrological saga of the WWII naval pursuit of the Bismarck described 
by Constantine Zinoni, and dreams that involve subconscious Nazi 
fears analyzed by Robert Feik. Both of these talented writers are tradi- 
tionalists, as of course are Elaine Krengel and Ruth Baker, who deal 
with Horary, and John Frawley, who provides invaluable insights into 
the essences of the planets and expands on the brief introduction to this 
very important concept the late Olivia Barclay gave in her recent series 
in this magazine. Many of today’s astrologers simply dismiss these older 
methods as bygone curiosities, non-psychological readings that are ut- 
terly unable to cope with events in today’s complex world. Those who 
read what this talented group, each a student of and advocate of the an- 
cient ‘quaint’ ways, may be surprised by the relevance their centuries’ 
old approach has to current events. 

Not all can be found within dust-covered books, however. We do not 
completely ignore the outer planets as some of the more rigid traditional- 
ists would have us do, Blakesley writes about ¥-P septiles, an aspect 
and planets unrecognized in earlier times. Virginia Reyer points to the 
value of the Vertex, an angle ignored fifty years ago, in her discussion of 
two babies that were switched at birth. Nicole Girard demonstrates how 
©-\ aspects identify when major earthquakes and eruptions will occur, 
and Martin Piechota uses © signs, a phenomenon largely ignored in the 
older texts, to differentiate between the different vocal ranges of opera 
singers. 

Finally, Patrice Guinard, in the last part of his scholarly Manifesto, 
discusses some of the arguments for and against fatalism, and tells us 
something about the very beginnings of our subject. 

Enjoy! 


Eclipses & Earthquakes" 
NICOLE GIRARD 


HAVE observed that strong earthquakes occur both 

at the time of a solar eclipse and when the transiting 
© again aspects the same planets that it aspected 
during the eclipse. 

Reading Ptolemy had led me to pursue this question. He wrote: 

The first and most potent cause of such events {those dealing with the 
condition of countries] /ies in the conjunctions of the sun and moon at 
eclipse and the movements of the stars [i.¢., the planets] at the time.” 

How could one apply this to earthquakes? Tremors occur every day 
somewhere in the world. There are two hundred each year in Japan 
alone. The newspapers only report on quakes or cataclysms when these 
occur close to one’s own country, but most occur below the sea or at 
other ends of the earth and these go unreported. 

On average, each year there will be 
1 great earthquake that measures 8 or more on the Richter scale 
18 major quakes measuring between 7 and 7.9 
120 strong quakes of between 6 and 6.9 
800 moderate quakes of between 5 and 5.9 
6,200 light quakes of 4 and 4.9, 
and 49,000 minor quakes. 3 

Earthquakes are quantified using two scales: Magnitude expresses 
the amount of energy released at the quake’s epicenter. It is expressed on 
a scale that was introduced in 1935 by Charles Richter and Beno Guten- 
berg. The Richter scale has nine levels, expressed in Arabic numerals, 
which follow a logarithmic progression. In these terms the greatest 
known earthquake was that of 1960 in Chile, which measured 9.5. 

Intensity is a measure of the amount of damage caused by the quake. 
Concentric damage zones are characterized from I to XII in Roman nu- 
merals. An earthquake with an intensity of XII would destroy all human 
constructions and drastically change the landscape. 

The theory of Plate Tectonics, formulated in the late 1960s and now 
almost universally accepted, has helped us to better understand subterra- 
nean phenomena and relate this to how earthquakes occur. The Earth’s 
outer shell consists of about a dozen large plates and several small ones, 


' Translation by Jane Gollan. This article is being simultaneously published in 
the French magazine Astrologue, editor Andre Barbault. 

? Tetrabiblos I 4, trans. F. E. Robbins. 

3 According to the World Data Center of Seismology in Denver, Colorado. 
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which float on a deeper layer made fluid by heat and pressure. The fluid 
moves in convection currents. The natural radioactivity of the inner ma- 
terials produces the heat that drives these currents, which in turn impel 
the movement of the surface plates. These plates move relative to each 
other and interact at their boundaries, where they diverge, converge, or 
slip harmlessly past one another. Such interactions are responsible for 
most of the seismic and volcanic activity of the Earth, although earth- 
quakes and volcanoes are not absent in plate interiors. While moving 
about, the plates cause mountains to rise where they push together and 
continents to fracture and oceans to form where they pull apart. The con- 
tinents, sitting passively on the back of the plates, drift with them and 
thereby bring about continual changes in our planet’s geography. It is an 
internal phenomenon of Uranian symbolism in a Plutonian world. 

Eclipses occur when the ©, ) and Earth are in alignment. The biggest 
tides occur when the © ¢ ) or © ¢° ) take place at the Perigee, at which 
time the ) is closest to the Earth. Just as there are oceanic tides, so are 
there terrestrial tides within the molten layers that carry the Earth’s crust 
and the plates. Viscosity causes these tides to be slow and of slight am- 
plitude, but they represent the possibility of subterranean thrust—perhaps 
the straw that breaks the camel’s back. 


Figure |: Solar Eclipse 
11:08 AM UT, 11 August 1999; Izmit, Turkey: 40N47, 29E55 
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The © and/or the ) are frequently observed at the angles in the horo- 
scope’s of earthquakes. This may relate to these terrestrial tides. 

The total solar eclipse of 11 August 1999 (see Figure 1) was remark- 
able for its many violent aspects: eight squares and three oppositions. 

The eclipse took place at the Perigee of the lunar orbit, bringing with 
it the biggest oceanic tides of the month. At sea these occurred on the 
12" and 13", but in the Earth’s molten layers that bear the tectonic plates 
the movement was undoubtedly delayed. 

At the time of the eclipse there was a © <° \, symbol of a sudden rup- 
ture of faults, together with a significant © O o' and O 0%. 

Considering the unfavorable aspects of this eclipse, it occurred to me 
that at each ©-)k aspect thereafter fault ruptures could be expected. That 
this was so is seen from the following list of major earthquakes that took 
place between the August 1999 eclipse and the next on 5 February 2000. 


Table |: Telluric Activities Between Eclipses 
Date | Time Place Magn O-HKaspect 
# | mn/dd UT -itude 
1999 
1 8/17 | 00:02 | Izmit, Turkey 6.7 | o° 7/28 to 8/18 
2 | 9/7 11:56 | Athens 5.9 | «9/7 to 9/7 
3 | 9/20 | 17:47 | Taiwan 7.6 | 99/20 to 9/21 
4 | 9/30 | 16:31 | Oaxaca, Mexico 7.2 | 49/30 to 10/13 
5 | 10/16 | 9:46 | Los Angeles 7.2 | No aspect 
11/8 | 17:00 Peru: volcanic eruption 0 10/29 to 11/12 
6 | 11/12 | 16:57 | Duzce, Turkey 7.2 | 010/29 to 11/12 
7 | 11/15 | 5:42 | South Indian Ocean 7.0 | No aspect 
8 | 11/17 | 3:27 | Vanuatu Islands 6.9 | No aspect 
9 | 11/19 | 13:36 | New Britain 7.0 | No aspect 
10 | 11/26 | 13:21 | Vanuatu Islands 7.5 | No aspect 
1 | 12/6 | 23:12 | Kodiak Island 7.0 | * exact on 12/6 
12 | 12/11 | 18:03 | Manilla 7.3 | * 12/3 to 12/10 
13 | 12/21 | 14:14 | Panaitan, Java 6.0 | 2 exact on 12/21 
14 | 12/22 | 17:30 | Tessala, Algeria 5.8 | 412/20 to 12/22 
2000 
15 | 1/8 16:46 | Tonga Islands 6.5 | + exact on 1/6 
16 | 1/26 13:26 | Tonga Islands 6.0 | o beginning 
17 | 1/28 | 14:21 | Kouriles Islands 70 |o 
18 | 1/28 | 16:39 | Kouriles Islands 70 |¢ 
2/1 Etna’s volcanic activity resumes o 
19 | 2/6 13:33 | New Britain 7.0 | & exact on 2/6 
2/6 13:03 SOLAR ECLIPSE 


The above table lists 21 Telluric events. 16 of them (76%) took place during a 
©-K aspect; 5 of these when the aspect was exact. 
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In addition, the 11/15 earthquake occurred during a ©-» aspect, 
while the quakes of 11/17 and 11/26 occurred under a ©-o" aspect. Both 
of these aspects, O-% and ©-c’, were present at the August eclipse! 

By defining different ranges of aspects to the © and by using the ex- 
act aspects, it should be possible to foresee most earthquakes. 

The Los Angeles earthquake, which fails to conform to this method, 
occurred when 2 was conjunct the Ascendant, squaring P in the 4" 
house. At the 11 August 1999 eclipse 2 0 B was present. 

All of the major telluric events in the period between eclipses 
were related to the aspects in the initial solar eclipse. 

Which celestial bodies, within 7° of the angles, play a decisive part? 
Of the nineteen earthquakes, the luminaries appear most often at the an- 
gles: seven times. Next is the ®, six times. 

As the ® is calculated by reference to the luminaries (the distance 
from the © to the ) added to the Ascendant), this confirms the impor- 
tance of the © and ) at the time of earthquakes. 


Figure 2: Path of the 11 August 1999 solar eclipse & the 
locations of the earthquakes listed in Table 1 


Does the path of the eclipse’s Shadow Cone identify the location of 
earthquakes? One might have thought so during the three months imme- 
diately following the eclipse. There were two earthquakes in Turkey 
within the 90% penumbral zone, and one in Greece within the 70% zone. 
However that only covers three of the nineteen, the others being spread 
throughout the Pacific, outside the shadow cone. 

Nevertheless, a study of the global chart of victims from earthquakes 
in 1999, before and after the eclipse, reveals a series of devastating 
quakes, both great and small, that occurred along a line that stretches 
from Algeria to the Himalayas, along the approximate route of the 
eclipse. 
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Figure 3: Deaths from earthquakes, by location 
Less than 10 deaths From 10 to 100 100 to 1,000 
1,000 to 10,000 Over 10,000 
The two earthquakes in Turkey were responsible for the greatest 


number of people dead or missing during the year, which confirms the 
malefic nature of the shadow cone. 


Figure 4: The Izmit earthquake 
00:02 AM UT, 17 August 1999 
Izmit, Turkey: 40N48, 29E5SS 


Girard: Eclipses & Earthquakes 


The Izmit earthquake was the most devastating one of the nineteen. It 
happened during the eclipse period, when the © was ¢ Q in £2, under the 
same aspects to the © (o? 4, Oo’, 0»). It was triggered by the ) entering 
Tl and thus applying to ¢ o# at 19° Tl, which became the dominant of the 
theme. ® was angular in the 4" house. 

The tidal wave is explained by )O¥, & 4. 

The chart for Izmit at the moment of the eclipse (Figure 1), with 0” in 
the 12", had announced some sort of catastrophe. 


Figure 5. Duzce Earthquake 
4:57 PM UT, 12 November 1999 
Duzce, Turkey: 40N45, 31E07 


The second Turkish earthquake, at Duzce on 12 November 1999, oc- 
curred when the © reached 19° Tl, and the ) again applied to ¢ o”. At 
19° %, co was exactly * © that day, and on cusp 8 at the hour of the 
earthquake. ® at 18° 15’ Q was at the place of the eclipse, 18° 21’ Q. 

The MC-IC at 4° H-Q exactly reverses the MC-IC of Figure 1, the 
August eclipse at this region. 

Does this point to NW-SE thrusts along the Anatolian Fault, in an E- 
W direction, being responsible for the many earthquakes in Turkey that 
have occurred over the past sixty years? 
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y ataclysms in Ancient Times 
The 11 August 1999 eclipse was exceptional in the number of 
violent aspects that accompanied it. Let us now see whether 
Sy) past cataclysms, renowned for the number of victims or the 
amount of damage they caused, could have been foreseeable by consider- 
ing the eclipses that preceded them. 
The eruption of Mount Vesuvius on 24 August, 79 AD, which anni- 
hilated Pompei, Herculaneum and Stabiae, is related in detail by Pliny 
the Younger in two letters to Tacitus: 


On the ninth day before the Calends of September (i.e. 24 August], 
towards the seventh hour [1 PM local time]... there appeared a cloud 
of extraordinary size and shape. It was shaped almost like an um- 
brella pine ...All the while, Mount Vesuvius blazed forth in several 
places with very broad flames and great columns of fire 

For days and days, like so many precursory signs, there had been 
earth tremors all the less terrifying that the people were accustomed 
to them in Campania. But that night they took on such strength that 
everything seemed no longer to tremble merely but to be turned up- 
side down ... 

A fearsome red cloud, ripped through by the swift sparkling zigzags 
of a blast of fire, gaped open to release long flames akin to flashes of 
lightening. 


Figure 6: Eruption of Mount Vesuvius 
12:02 PM UT, 24 August 79 AD; 40N45, 14E27 
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Twenty meters of ashes buried Pompei while Herculaneum vanished 
beneath a flood of lava. The shore withdrew more than a kilometer as a 
result of the tidal waves. 

As we see from Figure 6, Mount Vesuvius erupted at the time of aO 
& P, indicating volcanic stirrings; a © o° XK, which is conducive to fault 
ruptures; a square between the © and the $* in the Ascendant; anda Qo 
\4, which because of 4’s angularity can be expected to greatly amplify 
any associated phenomena. The ® at the IC points to the subterranean 
problem. The tight o o & in T isa fairly good representation of the lava 
issuing from the crater or the scorching ash burying the town. 


Pe 
3 


18°" 


Figure 7: Solar Eclipse prior to the Vesuvius Eruption 
3:12 AM UT, 20 April 79 AD; 40N45, 14E27 


The preceding solar eclipse is very violent. The co-rulers of the As- 
cendant, 4 and ¥, are conjunct and they are squared by o’ ¢ —it is as if 
the Gods of the Ocean and those of the Mountain are coming into con- 
flict. The eclipse * B suggests the possible awakening of the volcano. 

The eclipse is also ¢ 8, the ruler of the 4" house. Finally, the eclipse is 
opposed by the ¢ at 6° Tl, which in turn is exactly 0 ’, its dispositor— 
hence the possibility of destruction by fire. 


4 Although not shown in Figure 6, calculations by Aureas Informatique of Paris 
place the true $ at 26° Th. 
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The closest aspect to the eclipse is the « P, which is indicative of a 
possible volcanic eruption when the 


© and P again form an aspect during Aspect 
the six-month period up to the next Pair at at 
eclipse. As we have seen in Figure Eclipse | Eruption 
6, the eruption occurred with a close O-P x - 
© £ PB. In fact, on the day Mount O-¥ o o 
Vesuvius erupted no fewer than nine O-¥] 12° o 
pairs of planets, each of which was O-¢ & ao 
been in close aspect at the time of the g 7 : I ‘a 
eclipse, came back and formed a new y-¢ e * 
aspect. y-h a A 
By monitoring the pairs of \y- * oO 


planets, one could have identified 
possible eruption days. At the time, 
in 79 AD, the transaturnian planets were yet unknown. 

After a long somnolent period, during which it became covered with 
forest, Vesuvius had awakened on 5 February 62 AD during a © o P, 
and Pompei suffered some destruction. It was completely destroyed sev- 
enteen years later, see above, at the time of a ©  P. 

In his 37-volume Natural History, Pliny the Elder describes the ten or 
so then-known volcanoes. He himself died from asphyxiation when, in 
order to study the famous umbrella-pine-shaped cloud, he went to close 
to it. He was the first volcanologist. 

In the Middle Ages, volcanoes were explained as a manifestations of 
divine wrath. 

The sixteenth century saw the discovery of volcanoes in the West In- 
dies, the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. 

4 In the eighteenth century, the Age of 
Enlightenment, scholars traveled to study 
and interpret the causes of the earth’s violent 
activity. Neptunists and Plutonists opposed 
one another. The former, like Buffon, per- 
ceived volcanoes as warts on the surface of 
the earth that were heated from beneath by 
coal mines, with infiltrated sea water at 
boiling point propelling the lava to the 
outside. The Plutonists, who advocated a 
central fire, believed that it was this heat that 
heaved the ground up and caused both 
earthquakes and volcanoes. 

Lord Hamilton, the British Ambassador 
to Naples, became fascinated by Vesuvius 
and wrote descriptions of its eruptions be- 
tween 1764 and 1794. In 1779, he wrote, 
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...towards 9 o'clock on Sunday August 8", Vesuvius struck a great blow 
that shook the houses of Portici ... a column of molten fire began to rise 
... three times as high as Vesuvius ... a pale but bright electric fire spar- 
kled within it and formed jagged streaks. 

On 17 June 1794 lava buried Torre del Greco, ...leaving the infortu- 
nate inhabitants time to save no more than their lives. 

As it did on 24 August 79, the © again aspects P, XX, 4, and the ¢. 


/ he Lisbon Earthquake of 1755 
A huge earthquake that has since been evaluated at 8.0 or more 
on the Richter Scale partially destroyed the city, setting off a 
fire. A tidal wave then completed the destruction. There were 


60,000 deaths. 


Figure 8: Lisbon Earthquake 
10:27 AM UT, 1 November 1755; 38N43, 9W08 


It struck people’s minds, including the eminent mind of Voltaire, as 
an accumulation of calamities. Voltaire, striving against the optimism of 
Leibnitz (All is for the best in the best of possible worlds), wrote his 
poem On the Lisbon Disaster: 

Que peut donc de l'esprit la plus vaste étendue? 
Rien. Le livre du sort se ferme @ notre vue? 

Astrology might perhaps have opened this book to him had not an as- 

trologer given to death predictions put him off it forever. 
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At that time the Inquisition kept a watchful eye on earthquakes. In 
Candide we read: 
After the earthquake which had destroyed three quarters of Lisbon, 
the sages of the country had devised no more efficient way of prevent- 
ing total ruin than giving the people a fine auto-da-fé 
Figure 8 shows there were powerful planets at the angles, which show 
the extent of this disaster. P, the dispositor of the O, is at the Ascendant,; 
) ¢ \ at the MC will have amplified movements and the sextile to ¥ stirs 
up the sea. 
© « X-G reveals a link with the preceding solar eclipse, shown at 
Figure 9. 


Figure 9: Solar Eclipse preceding Lisbon earthquake 
8:02 AM UT, 6 September 1755; 38N43, 9W08 


This is a very violent eclipse with planets in an exact T-cross, and a 
wider Grand Cross, in mutable signs. There is a double square from the 
two luminaries to o’ and to P, and the opposition to K (the O-) & is 
exact!) and the 03, the same that occurred in August 1999. 

The eclipse in the 12" house and Aspect 
&, ruler of the 4", dominate the chart, pair a at 
evoking a catastrophe that will be Eclipse | Eruption 
triggered at the time of a ©-\X aspect. 


On 1 November this occurred as tran- S > ‘ z is i 
sit © applied to « X, at which time | © _¢ % £ 
four other interplanetary connections | ¢-P e ~ 

(3 phi = L 
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At the moment of the earthquake o” is ~ ASC, and the ), changing 
signs, is applying to » 4. The MC-IC at the earthquake, 5° -T, was 
the ASC-DESC axis at the prior solar eclipse. As the ASC determines 
the timing, the moment of this earthquake was foreseeable, due to the 
build-up of the various aspects. 

Faced with the size of the death toll at Lisbon, one might have ex- 
pected to find a ©-P aspect at the time of the earthquake. Sure enough, B 
on the Ascendant is exactly 36° from the ©, forming the often-ignored 
decile aspect. 

The book A Thousand Years of Earthquakes in France gives the de- 
tails of two later earthquakes in 1755. 

An Intensity IX earthquake (partial or total destruction of a few build- 
ings) occurred at 2:45 PM LAT on 9 December 1755, in the Valois re- 
gion (46N18, 8E00). This coincided with the OO ¥ and © oR. The © 
was also * 4 and the mean $ was at the Ascendant. And planetary pairs 
in aspect at the September eclipse again aspect each other! 

Another earthquake (Intensity VII: general terror; no destruction of 
well-built edifices) occurred at 00:12 AM on 27 December 1755, close to 
Aix la Chapelle (50N47, 6E05). However, in this case, planets that as- 
pected the © at the time of the September eclipse do not do so. At the 
time of this smaller earthquake ” is at the MC and ) ¢ ¥ is in the 1“ 
house. 

At this time it must be assumed that this method does not function at 
all for moderate and weak earthquakes. However, planets that were as- 
pected by the eclipsed © are fairly often found on angles at the time of 
these weaker quakes. 


1902 

The year 1902 is regarded as a black year in vulcanology. It was the 
year of the most devastating nueés ardentes in the whole of history. 

On 7 May, the Soufriere San Vincente volcano in the West Indies ex- 
ploded and killed 1,500 people. This was the day of the solar eclipse! 

On 8 May, at 7:50 AM, an incandescent cloud annihilated the town of 
St Pierre de la Martinique, killing its entire 28,000 inhabitants. A nuée 
ardente is a terrifying cloud, an emulsion of solid material in suspension 
in steam and gases. It rushes down the mountainside at a speed of 20 me- 
ters per second, burning and suffocating everything in its path. 

On 24 June, the eruption of the Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala 
caused 6,000 fatalities. This was one of the most powerful volcanic 
eruptions in all history. 

Figure 10 is cast for the 7 May 1902 solar eclipse at the site of Pelee 
Mountain, the volcano that overshadows the town of St Pierre on the is- 
land of Martinique. The eclipse occurred shortly after local sunset, when 
the luminaries were just 6° below the horizon, 0 ¥ at the IC, and » PB at 
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Figure 10: Solar Eclipse of May 1902 
10:45 PM UT, 7 May 1902; 14N44, 61W11 


the 8" cusp. (Aspects from the eclipse to B occur in years of strong vol- 
canic activity.) 
At the 2™ and 8" cusps the three invisible planets form a terrible op- 
position: X ° ¥ & B. 
The following morning, at 7:50 AM local time, the effect of this terri- 
ble KX ¢ ¥ & B combination materialized, just as PB rose in the east and 
set in the west. It was exactly at this moment that a needle of lava that 
had been obstructing the crater exploded, releasing the lethal cloud 
which immediately surged down the mountainside to burn down the 
town of St. Pierre. 
The symbolism of the three transaturnian planets is clearly present. 
Alfred Lacroix, the founder of French volcanology, described a nuée ar- 
dente as follows: 
When it appeared the nuée was small and compact in mass, but it was 
billowing and assuming the shape of a cauliflower or an encephalon 
bursting out in multiple, knobbly excrescences ... these circumvolu- 
tions rolled relentlessly one over another, dilating all the while. 
...and the volume of the nuée kept increasing till it grew into a 4,000 
meter high vertical wall that progressed with terrifying majesty. 

That indeed is ¥! 
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The aspect \K o° ¥ lends itself to the awakening of Explosive Grey 
volcanoes; whereas volcanoes generally come under P. These three plan- 
ets in bad aspect explain the upsurge of nuée ardente in 1902. 


Figure 11: Mount Pelee Explodes 
11:50 AM UT, 8 May 1902; 14N48, 61W10 


The explosion of the needle of Pelee Mountain that annihilated the 
Paris of the West Indies must be put in parallel with the Vesuvius erup- 
tion that buried Pompei. Both eruptions involved explosion, burning ash 
and total destruction, and the following aspects are common to both of 
these deadly eruptions: © - P, @ - 0, X- PB andP - ¢. 


Y onclusion 
These examples of major telluric phenomena bring out their 
* relationship with the accompanying or preceding solar eclipse. 

By drawing up charts for the planet’s return into aspects 
with the ©, that of P, M, @ and 4 when they are under the rays of the 
eclipse, one should be able to pinpoint the days when these major phe- 
nomena will occur. 

By taking into account the planet associated with the 2, 
one can define the type of phenomenon: resurgence of 
earthquakes if this is X, awakening of volcanoes if it is P, 
fires if itis o. 


The Planets & their Essences’ 
JOHN FRAWLEY 


RUCIAL to the whole concept of astrology—crucial both for 
accurate judgment within it and for understanding how it 
works—yet utterly disregarded by modern astrology, is the idea 
ww) of ‘essence’. This idea does not fit the contemporary world- 
view, so modern astrologers, rather than stand firm to their knowledge— 
the very knowledge that is necessary to prevent their craft being truly the 
baseless superstition that the skeptics proclaim it—have prostrated them- 
selves before the false idol of modern thought (we use the term ‘thought’ 
in its loosest possible sense) and cast aside the cornerstone around which 
the edifice of astrology, and all traditional thought, is built. 

This is not the place for the technical splitting of philosophical hairs, 
so we shall paint with a broad brush and describe the traditional model of 
the world and all that is in it as looking somewhat like a fried egg. In the 
heart of each object is its essence; all around itis its accidental form. The 
classic image of essence is as the Idea in the mind of the Divine Archi- 
tect, the accidental form of which Idea appears to us as an object in the 
world. “The essence of a thing is that which it is said to be per se. ™ That 
is, for example, that quality which would be left if I were to think of my 
best friend, but in doing so were to throw out every possible adjective 
with which I might describe him: that uncatchable ‘him-ness’ that would 
remain is his essence. Everything, even the most evanescent or intangible 
of things, a dream or a passing thought, has its essence; but in general 
(unless we be saints and have Intellection) we perceive only the acciden- 
tal form. 

Essence itself is imperceptible to us, at least with our external senses. 
The traditional science of physiognomy gives an example of how it can 
be seen. As physiognomy exists mainly in a corrupted state, we imagine 
the artist staring hard at his subject, noting every line and bump on their 
face and calculating the workings of their nature from this. Not so: for in 
the tradition, the artist will stare hard at his subject, but then turn away. 
That which he still sees in his mind’s eye when he turns away is the es- 
sence, from which he will judge the person’s nature. But this too is an 
image of essence, not essence itself: whatever we think we can see of itis 
not it but only its form on some more or less gross level of materializa- 
tion. Moreover, it is from this image—not from the person’s physical 


' Reproduced with permission from The Real Astrology by John Frawley, 2001. 
Available from Apprentice Books, 85 Steeds Road, London N10 1JB, England. 


www.apprentice.demon.co.uk. 
? aristotle, Metaphysics, Z. 4. 
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beauty—that the character is shown, for it betrays the person’s true inner 
nature. 

In practice, essence becomes a relative term. It is the vision in the ar- 
chitect’s mind’s eye, which will, because of the nature of the material, be 
imperfectly manifested. It is also the vision in the building contractor’s 
mind’s eye, and the subcontractor’s and the bricklayer’s, in each case 
being again imperfectly manifest in its transition from vision to material 
form (we are careful nor to say ‘from vision to reality’, for it is the es- 
sence, not the material form, that is reality), though inextricably linked 
with it. 

By the early Seventeenth Century, however, mankind had ‘evolved’ 
enough, or become ‘spiritually advanced’ enough to forget about es- 
sence. In the brave new world of Baconian science, essence was of no 
importance, primarily because of its frustrating refusal to allow itself to 
be weighed or measured, and all that was of concern was the matter of 
quantity. On this foundation is our contemporary world-view made. This 
is the altar at which modern astrology worships, although without the 
idea of essence astrology is nonsense. 

Without recognizing the existence of essence, we are left only with 
the material (and possibly not even that!). Left only with the material, we 
cannot possibly provide a convincing explanation for the workings of 
astrology, With only the material, we must follow the scientists and insist 
on some more-or-less tangible equivalent of a length of rope between 
ourselves and the planets as the only means of explaining the connection 
between planets and objects on Earth. As the scientists never tire of 
pointing out, this is nonsense (they should know—they invented the 
idea). 

What are the options? We can posit a conscious—planetary— 
influence theory, with planetary spirits working on mankind like a col- 
lection of (exceptionally hard-working) puppeteers. This is the favored 
basis of the religious assault on astrology, even though there are precious 
few astrologers who would accept it. It is utterly unacceptable within the 
tradition. We have the physical theory, with the planets as inert masses 
exerting a pull something similar to gravitation as they plod along their 
courses. This leads to the endless and tedious debate on the relative 
gravitational effects of the planet Jupiter and the midwife on the newborn 
child. There are many modern astrologers who subscribe to some form or 
other of this theory, usually inventing some as yet undiscovered cosmic 
force to draw the link between planet and object. As many of these same 
astrologers are firm believers in the astrological influence of any number 
of half-inch conglomerations of dust floating around the asteroid belt, 
there is clearly an amount of work to be done on defining exactly how 
this force operates—and, of course, on finding that it exists. But the 
greater number of modern astrologers put their faith in Jung’s theory of 
synchronicity—which is an elaborate way of saying, “Let’s not think 
about it at all.” 
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If only we still thought in terms of essence, all would be so simple. 
All essence is, essentially, one. At a level further towards us, lower on 
the ladder of manifestation, all essence of like nature is one. In the same 
way that white light is split into light of seven different colors by a 
prism, the oneness of essence is refracted through the planetary spheres. 
It is as if (and I stress as if) it were divided into seven different-colored 
rays, with one color for each of the seven planets of the traditional cos- 
mos. In the same way that all things that are red have something in 
common (their redness), all things whose essence is colored by the ray 
refracted through $’s sphere share a certain ‘-ness’. That is, in their es- 
sence they all share in a certain 9-quality. All things that share in this 
quality are, in a way, one, regardless of where they happen to be located. 
So if 2 moves, all that has this 9-nature will move. There is no causation, 
in the strict sense, as they are all one; but by looking at 2 we can surmise 
what is happening to countless things on Earth that share its nature, and 
thereby save ourselves countless individual deductions. The Divine ac- 
tion or ‘moment’ that 2’s movement represents does not happen first to 2 
and then to ‘9-nature things’, but happens at the same time to both 9 and 
Q-nature things. Looking at 2 shows us what this is in a much more intel- 
ligible and palatable way than trying to deduce it from @ things on Earth, 
in all their diversity and on all their different planes. This unity of es- 
sence was indeed described by the ancients as ‘planetary rays’; but we 
are mistaken if we take this to mean something as tangible as a beam of 
light or energy: this would bring us back to the impossible grossness of 
the length-of-rope theory. 

Many, many things—approximately one seventh of all that is—are in 
their essence predominantly of -nature, as another seventh share the 
nature of o, another of », and so forth. By determining the condition of 
at any particular time, we can determine the condition of all things that 
partake of her nature. Everything in life is not, of course, divided neatly 
into seven discrete categories, one for each of the seven planets of tradi- 
tional astrology; no one thing has its essence of solely one nature: all is 
mixed. The modern chemical theory of the elements, which are unable to 
exist in an unadulterated state, is a gross representation of this. 2 rules 
young women: that is, ‘young women’ is one of the categories of being 
that partakes of 2 nature; but all young women do not behave in exactly 
the same way at exactly the same time. This individual young woman 
has a foul temper—she partakes strongly of & nature; this one is 
grumpy—she partakes of % nature; so their movement according to the 
Q-nature of their essence will be moderated, the one by what her o*- 
nature is doing, the other by her »-nature. This is an extremely simplified 
example: everything that exists is woven of an immensely complex web 
of all seven principles. The important point is that we are not considering 
a relationship of cause and effect: we are considering things moving to- 
gether because they are one. 

The Doctrine of Signatures, so important in traditional medicine, sug- 
gests that, for instance, a plant whose leaves are shaped like a heart will 
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have a therapeutic effect upon the heart. In modern terms this is de- 
scribed as the plant having an effect because it looks like the heart. In 
traditional terms, it has this effect because, in its essence, it is of the 
same nature as the heart. The physical resemblance is an accidental (in 
the strict sense of the word) manifestation of this sharing of essence. In 
the same way, gold and the heart resemble each other, not in this instance 
in their shape but in their qualities, as they too both partake of the same 
essential nature (in planetary terms, they share in the nature of the ©), so 
gold is traditionally a medicine for the heart. Modern medicine still re- 
gards gold as the most effective treatment for arthritis: this is pure ‘es- 
sence medicine’, in this instance by opposites rather than likes. Arthritis 
manifests in saturnine fashion, restricting and limiting, so the perfect bal- 
ance to it is a O-medicine: gold. 

Science, however, has abandoned the idea of essence; the emphasis 
on experiment in modern scientific practice has also distorted our under- 
standing of how things happen. Modern science is essentially empirical; 
the nature of the experiment is to normalize all conditions except the one 
that the scientist wishes to test (and except for time, which the scientist 
no longer accepts as having any influence). The scientist leaves himself 
only one variable to examine, and the consequent one-pointed nature of 
experiment has devastated our comprehension of causation. Francis Ba- 
con, who, more than anyone, stands accused of fathering modern scien- 
tific method, himself accepted the primacy of first cause (i.e. the Divine 
Will); but the importance he placed on the examination of secondary 
causes led, owing to the nature of all things to sink to the baser, to the 
forgetting of first cause, and the method he fathered to the concentration 
on one and only one secondary cause. The ball goes into the goal; the fan 
cheers: the ball going into the goal has caused the fan to cheer. But there 
are many causes for the fan cheering: many reasons why he is there and 
not at work, or helping his wife with the shopping; why he supports this 
team and not the other; why he finds cheering an appropriate response; 
and so on and so on. The ball entering the goal—or whatever it is in any 
situation that the modern mind regards as immediate cause—hardly mer- 
its the name of cause at all; it is merely the occasion. So why are we fed 
with so patently superficial a view of reality? Can it be because we can 
then be persuaded that drinking Whizz-o-Pop will be the one cause of 
our catching the perfect woman, or driving a Hamster 3-litre the sole 
cause of our being eternally happy? 

Science has abandoned the concept of essence, and modern astrolo- 
gers, fawning after their scientific masters, have followed the scientific 
pattern. This lack of the concept of essence also enables the modern trav- 
esty of astrology to accord better with contemporary social ideas. 


/ O MUCH for the theory. In practical astrology, without the con- 
sideration of essence we have nothing. In immediate practical 
terms, the first significance of the signs of the zodiac is merely 
as a means of location. The signs each represent thirty degrees 
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of celestial longitude; so to say “This planet is in T” means simply that it 
is in the first 30° section of the zodiac. To say that it is at 12° of T means 
that it is twelve-thirtieths of the way through this first 30° section. So the 
placement of the planets in the various signs describes their positions 
relative to the Spring Equinox (0° T) and relative to each other. If we 
then ascertain which degree of which sign is rising over the eastern hori- 
zon at this time in this place, we can tell whereabouts in the sky all these 
planers are at that moment—that is, we can tell where all the various 30° 
sections of the zodiac and the planets that are in them are placed relative 
to the observer at this location on Earth. This is what an astrological 
chart tells us: nothing magical, nothing arcane, just that. From this in- 
formation, we can draw certain conclusions. 

Imagine you are entering a village, looking for your brother. 
“Where’s Bob?” you ask a passer-by. “He’s in the bar,” the passer-by 
replies. This is the equivalent of telling you in which zodiac sign planet 
Bob is located. But to find him, you still need to know where the bar is 
relative to your present position: “Where’s that?” you ask. “It’s over 
there,” the helpful passer-by responds. We have now done the equivalent 
of drawing an astrological chart, except that the chart locates not only 
your brother Bob, but also planet Tom, planet Maggie and various others. 
From this piece of location finding, we can draw certain conclusions: as 
we have all seen in the movies, if we know that Tom is in the bar now, 
he couldn’t possibly have been at the scene of the crime half an hour ago. 
And so with astrological judgment: it is just as simple and, for things 
celestial, surprisingly down to earth. 

As he is your brother, you are well acquainted with Bob. You under- 
stand him. You know that he is a rambunctious, sociable, sensual man, a 
genial bon viveur. Knowing this, you know that he is in his element 
down in the barroom; if you had been told he was watching Uncle Ebe- 
nezer’s (*) slide show in the local library, you would know that he was 
dying a thousand deaths waiting for it to end. We see here the judgment 
of essence. This is not a complicated idea, but it is rather more than mod- 
ern astrology can handle. To the modern astrologer, planets are pretty 
much content wherever they fall: Bob is just as happy in the library as he 
is in the bar. The traditional world is not populated by these admirable 
men for all seasons, who find full contentment in whatever place and at 
whatever activity; we might suspect that the traditional world is some- 
what closer to reality. 

The tradition in astrology teaches that a planet’s essence is strong, or 
happy, in some signs of the zodiac and weak in others. It travels from 
sign to sign through time. So Planet Bob, your brother, will have his off- 
days—as shown by his passage through uncongenial signs. If Bob is a 
craftsman and feels he is not at his best, he will leave the intricate, fine 
work for that day and busy himself instead polishing his tools and patch- 
ing the workshop roof. If Bob is the corporate cog, he will keep on press- 
ing the lever day in day out: he is allowed no off days. Where once the 
role of astrology was to lead man to God, it is now a soporific to placate 
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him in his daily round; as such, the retention of the idea of essence would 
be strongly counter-productive. 

The nature of the creative impulse from the Divine that brought about 
the Creation gives different qualities to each of the signs of the zodiac. 
T, for example, the first sign of the zodiac, shows the first burning on- 
tush of undifferentiated creative power that drives the whole of manifest 
creation With this raw power, it is not a place suited to delicate little 9, 
no more than a blast furnace is a suitable place for wearing a tutu. Nor is 
it suited to %, planet of limitation, restriction and demarcation. The plan- 
ets that are strong in T—whose essences thrive on being in those turbu- 
lent surroundings—are the © and o%. So they are said to be dignified 
there. 9 and *, on the other hand, are most unhappy there: they are de- 
bilitated. 

The modern astrologer will take the planet—say ?—and describe it as 
‘harmony’ or some such vagary if it falls in T, they will take another 
word to describe T—maybe ‘assertive’ or ‘dynamic’—and then rhapso- 
dize on how their victim’s ideas of harmony are realized in an assertive 
or dynamic manner, a rhapsody which almost everybody would find 
gave a perfect description of themselves, like the magic suit of clothes 
that fits everyone. The astrologer following traditional methods would 
not dream of speaking on such ethereal levels, but would look to the part 
of that particular chart with which 2 was concerned. “Your financial 
prospects,” they might say, if finance were the concern of @ here, “are 
(because 2 is so weak owing to its placement in T) dismal. You are al- 
ways likely to be poor. And because o (which rules T and which there- 
fore has great influence on any planet falling in that sign) is in this par- 
ticular section of the chart here, I can see that the reason for this is that 
you squander all your money on fast living.” This is a statement that has 
the possibility of being either true or false, and will not be found by eve- 
rybody to give an accurate assessment of their lives. The example is sim- 
plified, for many factors would be considered to build a rounded picture 
of even just that one area of the life; the important point is that it is only 
by considering essence, and therefore dignity and debility, that we are 
able to draw any concrete judgment about anything from the astrological 
chart. 

The consideration of essence is the prime way in which we assess the 
ability of a planet to act. Modern astrology, being little concerned with 
anything that bears the semblance of action, fails to do this; nor has it 
any longer the tools by which it might be done. A planet can gain or lose 
strength by its placement in the chart, being greatly strengthened by a 
position on the Ascendant or Midheaven, for instance; this is known as 
accidental dignity or debility. The main assessment of strength, however, 
is by essence: its essential dignity. If 1 win the hundred yards because I 
am the supreme athlete, I have done it through essential dignity; if I win 
because all the competition have the flu, this is—in simplistic terms—as 
if I have done it through accidental strength: I just happened to be in the 
right place at the right time. 
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Planets gain the greatest essential dignity by falling in a sign that they 
themselves rule (so o in T or 2 in 8). This is traditionally likened to a 
man secure within his own house. Each planet is exalted in one of the 
signs (© in T, ) in 8, for example). This is another powerful dignity, 
though not quite as strong as being in its own sign. A planer in its exalta- 
tion is likened to an honored guest in someone else’s home: he is treated 
with the greatest courtesy, but there are strict limits to his powers: he 
would be unwise to start rifling through the cupboards. There is always 
an air of unreality to exaltation, which stems from the origin of the dig- 
nity. The signs of the planets’ exaltations are said to be those they occu- 
pied before the Fall, so a planer in its exaltation gives us an almost pre- 
lapsarian view of whatever that planet represents. This is very nice—the 
person is greatly honored; but in our lapsarian world we know that all is 
nor quite as fine as it seems. As with our honored guest: we treat him 
with the respect that we would like to think he deserves. 

Each planet is associated with one or other of the elements, ruling the 
three signs of that nature either by day or by night. This is a less power- 
ful rulership than that of the individual signs, but still gives considerable 
strength. The phrase ‘in his element’ describes it well: it is a comfortable 
dignity; nothing spectacular, but fully secure. If, for instance, I were star- 
ting a job and the relevant chart had shown my planet to be in a sign of 
its own element, I would be confident that I could cope well with all that 
job’s demands. I would not be one of the legendary masters of the trade, 
but I would be quite content there. 

Each sign is then sub-divided in two different ways, each planet fal- 
ling always into one of each set of these divisions. The terms divide each 
sign into five sections of unequal size; the faces into three equal sections 
of ten degrees apiece. Each term and each face is ruled by one of the 
planets; if a planet falls into one of its own terms or faces it gains a small 
amount of dignity—only a little, but a good deal better than none at all. 
A planet in these dignities can be likened to an under-manager in an of- 
fice. He has a certain amount of power, but his position is strictly subor- 
dinate. There are further, smaller sub-divisions of the signs, but these 
take us to a level of precision that is in practice rarely required. 

The following table shows the essential dignities and debilities of the 
planets. The left-hand column lists the signs of the zodiac. The next col- 
umn shows the planet that rules each sign. Then comes the column show- 
ing in which sign each planet has its exaltation. Exaltation is more ex- 
alted yet at the particular degree given for each planet.’ The next columns 
show the planers that rule the triplicitv of that sign, whether by day or by 
night. It is simple enough to see whether any chart is a day chart or a 
night chart: by day; the © is above the horizon, just as in real life; by 


> The numbers given are ordinals, not cardinals. So the exaltation degree of, for 
example, the © is the 19" degree of T, which is from 18°00" to 18°59” not 
19°00’ to 19°59". 
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night it is below it. T then, being of the fire triplicitv, has the © as its 
elemental ruler by day and ¥ by night, while 8, an earth sign, has ? by 
day and the ) by night. 


The next block of columns shows the terms of the planets. The num- 
ber beside each glyph shows the limit of that planet’s term rulership: so 
in T, the top row of the chart, 4 holds this subordinate rulership from the 
start of the sign until 5° 59°; then @ takes over at 6°00’, ruling until 
13°59”, when she hands over to §, then o’, and finally . The next block 
shows the faces of the signs, where the same principle applies. In T, 
then, o has face rulership from the start of the sign until 9°59’; then the 
© from 10°00’ until 19°59”; then @ up till the end of the sign. The last 
two columns show the debilities: the first shows which planet is in detri- 
ment in each of the signs; the second where each planet has its fall. 

We have, then, five ways in which a planet might have essential dig- 
nity: it might be in its own sign, exaltation, triplicity, term or face, or in 
any combination of these. As a rule of thumb, the respective strengths of 
these dignities can be shown as a descending scale from 5 for sign down 
to 1 for face. The strengths are cumulative, so if o’, for example, is in the 
first few degrees of Tl, where it falls in its own sign, triplicity, term and 
face, it is very strong indeed. A planet in none of its own dignities is said 
to be peregrine, as if it were a homeless wanderer. It has no essential 
strength so, unless it has considerable accidental dignity, it will have lit- 
tle ability to act. ‘Peregrine’ is commonly misunderstood by the mod- 
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erns, usually being taken, even by those with one of the spurious astro- 
logical qualifications that are so common, as being a planet that makes 
no aspects—a feat which, with the superfluity of minor aspects that the 
moderns have invented, is something of an achievement. As we trust will 
be readily apparent to any reader with any degree of contact with the real 
world, the ability or inability to act is a matter of some moment; the fact 
that modern astrology is unable to determine it is, therefore, something 
of a failing. But as the moderns are concerned exclusively with the psy- 
che, a domain in which we may all imagine ourselves Champion of the 
World without fear of contradiction, charting real strength is irrelevant. 

This assessment of strength is vital in whichever field of astrology we 
work. In horary, almost all questions depend on somebody’s ability or 
inability to perform a certain action. Their strength to act is therefore 
crucial. In electional astrology, choosing the moment to act, finding a 
time at which the appropriate planets have sufficient dignity is the main 
part of the art. In natal astrology, finding whether a certain characteristic 
is a strength or a weakness, or whether we do or do not have the ability 
to achieve in a particular direction tells us almost all of what we wish to 
know. In mundane astrology, the astrology of public affairs, the ability to 
determine for example whether the nation’s defenses are strong or weak 
is clearly of significance. This is done, and done solely by the study of 
dignity, of which the key part is an understanding of essence. 

Essential weakness is also shown. A planet in a sign opposite one of 
its own is in its detriment, while in the sign opposite that of its exaltation 
it is in its fall. These are serious afflictions, leaving the planet far more 
debilitated than even being peregrine. Our homeless wanderer might still 
be robust; a planet in detriment or fall can be likened to someone in the 
throes of an acute illness. As might be imagined, the possibility of 
whomever such a planet signifies in a chart achieving anything by his 
own efforts is slight. 

One of the questions most often posed for horary judgment provides a 
simple illustration of the practical difference between strong and weak 
planets. The question “When will I meet the person I will marry?” if 
asked by a westerner is usually asked during a period of despondency. 
With the cultural expectations as they are, the querent usually feels that 
there is little he or she can do, other than wait hopefully for Cupid’s ar- 
row to strike. Even joining a dating agency still depends for success on 
the vagaries of the blind bowman. The charts reflect the situation, and as 
such it is common to find the planets that represent the querent in posi- 
tions of considerable weakness. With querents from Asian backgrounds, 
however, the situation is often different. Rather than waiting on the whim 
of Cupid, once the decision has been made that it is time to marry, social 
institutions swing into action and a suitable partner is usually found quite 
quickly. With variations according to the eligibility of the person in ques- 
tion, their planers are typically strong, mirroring a situation in which they 
themselves have much greater power to achieve the desired result. 
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/ ROM the vital, now neglected, study of dignity and debility, 
however, we can tell not only the strength or weakness of whom. 
or whatever that planet represents, but even what their priorities 
and inclinations might be. This enables us, if so we require, to 

conduct a detailed psychological analysis, without having to work 
through the Jungian’s empty jargon. In other situations, it allows us to 
assess how people are likely to act. If a mundane chart reveals that the 
neighboring country is strengthening its army, it is important to know 
whether its intentions are to invade our homeland or to consolidate de- 
fenses against the barbarians. This knowledge is gained through the 
study of reception. 

If a planet falls in a sign or part of sign ruled by itself, it is said to 
have dignity. When it falls in a sign or part of a sign ruled by another 
planet, that planet receives it. This reception shows that whatever our 
planet signifies in this chart will be interested in whatever is signified by 
the planct that receives it. So if o* signifies John and signifies Jenny, o” 
falling in the sign ruled by @ tells us that John loves Jenny. We then no- 
tice that is in the sign ruled by 4: Jenny loves 4. What is ¥? We might 
find that it rules the section of the chart showing John’s money. We see 
also that \ itself has lots of essential dignity. So we judge that John is 
rich and while Jenny doesn’t much care for him, she has a great affection 
for his bank account. This information could be of considerable help as 
John chooses a course of action. 

The example is a simple one. The variety of different dignities in 
which a planet may be received allows us to conduct an analysis of great 
subtlety. These receptions differ in their strength, just as we have seen 
with the dignities; they also differ in their quality. Reception into a 
planet’s triplicity is not only less powerful than reception into sign; it 
also has a different character. In most contexts, we can think of reception 
as showing love. If I am wondering if I will earn lots of money in my 
new job, the chart might show my planet received by the planet that 
shows the job’s money: I love—in this limited context—the job’s 
money. If my planet receives the planet signifying the job’s money, I will 
be delighted: my love is reciprocated! If the money loves me, it will want 
to be near me: this is an auspicious start to judgment. This may seem 
foolishly anthropomorphic, but as a working metaphor it will suffice for 
most situations, and it fits the underlying philosophy; in which love is the 
motive power of all things, exactly. It is but the darkness of our situation 
that makes it seem strange. On some occasions ‘influence’ will seem to 
fit the context better than love. 

A planet received into another’s sign truly loves what that planet 
represents. It sees it clearly, understands it and accepts it. It will usually 
be that planet’s prime interest, though reception by sign can be out- 
weighed by combinations of other dignities (I love Jenny, but although 
I’m not so keen on Melissa, the combination of her super-model looks 
and her dad being chairman of the board wins the day). A planet exalts 
the planet in whose exaltation it falls. This is powerful, but is never quite 
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real, It does not see clearly. Horary charts cast in the early stages of rela- 
tionships usually show receptions by exaltation: the aura of divinity has 
not yet been pierced by knowledge of his unsavory personal habits. Ho- 
raries for “Is it really over?” questions frequently show significators that 
have just moved out of reception by exaltation. 

Reception by triplicity is like friendship. There is no grand passion, 
but it is warm, understanding and comfortable, Terms and face are rather 
slighter, and, significantly, as they cover only part of a sign, they show 
concerns which do not last as long as the other receptions. As we saw 
with dignity, weak as they are, they are a good deal better than nothing. 
It is also possible to receive a planet into its detriment or fall. This, as we 
might expect, is not good. In the birth charts of those whom absolute 
power has corrupted absolutely—Catherine the Great is an example—we 
find the ruler of the Ascendant (signifying the person himself) received 
into detriment or fall by the planet ruling the Midheaven (the person’s 
career): it is the career that enables the native to indulge his vices, to his 
destruction. 

The assessment of essential dignity and debility draws an infinitely 
intricate web of meaning from the chart, it tells us all that we need to 
know about the power and intentions of all the characters in whichever 
drama is unfolding before us in the chart, whether it be a simple horary 
or a mundane chart covering hundreds of years of political events. This is 
then augmented by the consideration of the accidental dignities to enable 
us to judge the full capacity to act. A character’s essential dignities, 
based on his planet’s placement against the signs, might reveal him as 
the greatest athlete of all time; if he is in prison, however, he will not win 
the race: such things are revealed by the placement of the planet in the 
chart, the accidental dignities and debilities. The study of dignity and 
reception is, indeed, the key to astrology, and used wisely will unravel 
the most complex of situations. That it is all but forgotten by the contem- 
porary astrologer, and that having forgotten it, this astrologer still feels 
himself capable of judging a chart, says much for the current state of the 
craft. 


2 


Do | Have New E-Mail? 
ELAINE KRENGEL ou. 


COULD go look, but I don’t want to take time booting up my old 

PC just now if there’s no new mail. In spite of its snail-paced proc- 

essor and modem, that’s the only one I use to retrieve e-mail, guess- 

ing its software is too ancient to attract current bugs and hackers. 
The chart came to screen quickly, its answer looking like Yes. Wanting 
to retrieve the e-mail, I didn’t look any further than that until late the 
next night after answering the e-mail. 


Do I Have New E-Mail? 
5:03 PM CST, 6" December2001; 44N54, 92W46 


As querent, my planet is the Ascendant ruler, $. Mail belongs to the 
3rd house, ruled by the ©, who also rules the final outcome (4" house). ¥ 
and the ) are both general significators of news, mail and messages. The 
chart is overwhelmingly about mail, with every planet disposited in one 
way or another by ¥. He represents the mailman (5" house). 

The answer has to be either Yes or No, and which depends on what’s 
already happened, not on what’s going to happen. Here the mailman has 
separated from the mailbox ruler and ruler of the outcome, so his job is 
done. The 4" house cusp is fixed, old by degree, settled. In contrast the 
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), located in the 4" is young by degree, representing a new thing. So the 
answer is Yes. 

Horary charts usually contain a wealth of informational tidbits related 
to the question. The better of these generate smiles just for their simple 
purity (gales of laughter for the judging astrologer). The best generate 
awe. This chart’s tidbits relate to the sender, to the contents of the e- 
mail, and even to my answer to this letter I don’t know I have before the 
question. 


Essential Dignities 


Sign Exalt Trip | Term | Face 
[o) i" [ej 4 8 D} 
> 8 > g ° 
g n ie} 4 g > detriment 
4 ¥ 8 y "7 g peregrine 
¢ 4 - ¥ g » 
7 d ¥ » g g 
4 g Q g 4 c peregrine 
@ 4 g ») ui 4 


MR \. ) from void to0 9. 
y hour, ) day (hour ruler is angular) 


The sender is masculine, both and 4. He can belong to the 9” by 
reason of being a long distance away, by profession, and by lofty mental 
capacity. Or he can belong to the 7” as undesignated other, or to the 11" 
as friend. Lucky my answer didn’t require specific identification! 

His subject line was “lots of losses”, referring to reversals in my 
wealth, So there he is, & on my 2™ house cusp. He named some stocks 
beginning to look like promising investments (5" house), one of which is 
a new spinoff of a data storage company (Ill on 5", early )). He thought a 
chart for the first trading (II?) of another company would be worth doing 
(instructive play). 

He wrote while taking a rest break from a tedious job ( in 12") re- 
storing software, having allowed a destructive virus to enter his computer 
(¥ on the 9", 8 in 7"). 

He’s presently most interested in an astrology book he’s reading and 
its author, whom he says is very bright and a good writer (o* in \= 10"). 
Tt turns out I know the man he’s writing about and hold him in the high- 
est regard (10" house) for having once dug me out of the ashes and resur- 
recting my astrological reputation (io again). 

Now, of course, I’d had to tell my correspondent about this man, 
clearly a plutonian “righter of perceived wrongs”, lest he never get to see 
that planet as benefic, or leastwise non-malefic. So where else could P be 
in this chart except squeezed between the © and 3? I'd also wanted to 


29 


Krengel: Do I have new e-mail? 


illustrate the man’s humor, so I related a comment he’d made about a 
chart I did years ago. And of all things that chart could have been about, 


it was about receiving mail. 


So, does the universe purposely set up whimsical tricks to play on us 
at the origin, that we later stumble upon? Or does its fabric have minis- 
cule spaces we can fill, thus doing it to ourselves in real time? Could that 
be the secret of perfect timing? One thing I do know is that a long time 
ago my carliest image of ¥ came from Hey Diddle, Diddle! “... the little 


dog laughed to see such sport and the cow jumped over the ).”” 
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Dorotheus: If a book or a message or a letter comes to a man, 
then consider 2 in the base of his nativity as, whenever the 
benefics aspect it, or ¥ with the two luminaries aspects the 
benefics, or 3 is in a sign in which there is no malefic with it, 
then, if the situation of these stars is in this way, it indicates 
what there is of good in the book or letter. Concerning the re- 
port which arrives in the book or letter, look at the © and the 
) in their motion as, if they are both free from the malefics 
while the ) is with ¥ ... and the benefics are with them or as- 
pect them, then there is happiness and joy in the book or mes- 
sage or letter which reaches the master of that nativity at that 
hour. If, at that hour when the book or message or letter ar- 
rives, the ) is with a malefic while none of the benefics is with 
it or aspects it, then in the book or message or letter which ar- 
rives at that hour [there will be] discord and misfortune and in- 
jury. If 2 is with benefics and is eastern while the benefics and 
the malefics aspect it together, then the message is good. 
There were some of the scientists who considered concerning 
this matter in another way. They said: they look at 4 and 2 in 
their transit. If they reach the sign in which the two luminaries 
were at the nativity of this man or are in quartile of that sign in 
which the two luminaries were, or [if] the sign in which 4 and 
Q are in their transits, this is free from malefics while ¥ is free 
from the malefics and aspects 4 or 9, then in this book or 
message or letter which reaches the master of this nativity at 
that hour there will be joy and happiness and profit. If in this 
transit 4 or o or both of them are in the sign in which the two 
luminaries were in the nativity or are in quartile of that sign 
while 2 is with them or aspects them, then the book or mes- 
sage or letter which at that hour reaches the master of the na- 
tivity will be bad, and if he is a traveler at that hour, injury 
will befall him—Pentateuch, c. 75 A.D. trans. David Pingree 
in Dorothei Sdidonii Carmen Astrologicum (Leipzig, Teubner, 
1976) Book V, chapter 26. 


Where is My Comb? 
RUTH BAKER px. asirot. 0.11. 


HAVE LOST a particularly nice comb. I knew it must be upstairs 
in the house because it lives on my dressing table and never goes 
out. After a prolonged search of every upstairs room I gave up and 
drew a chart. 


Where is My Comb? 
4:01 PM GMT, 23" February 2001; 51N48 1E09 


I was pleased to 2™ ruler, § the significators of the comb, retrograde 
as that meant I would find the comb. Also, the luminaries are above the 
horizon, which is another good sign. 

I am signified by the Ascendant ruler, the ©. Its position in the 7" 
house shows that, as usual, I immediately blame my husband when my 
things mysteriously disappear! 

&, as ruler of women’s things, also takes part in the signification. The 
4" house ruler, o, does not describe the comb, which is very feminine, 
with blunted rather than sharp edges. % seemed an apt significators for 
the comb as Al Biruni attributes comb-makers to 9.' 


" Al-Biruni, Abu’l-Rayhan Muhammad ibn Ahmad. The Book of Instruction in 
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® so close to the Ascendant assured me my comb was very nearby, 
but the combust ) in the 8" house told me it was hidden from view. 

@ and @ are in Fire signs, is in an Air sign, and the ) is in a Water 
sign—nothing to show that the comb was on the ground. The 2™ house 
ruler, 3, in an Air sign confirmed that the comb was upstairs. The Fire 
and Water signs point to a radiator, which ruled out my husband’s study. 

I considered the directions: ) north by west, ¥ west by north, ® east 
by north, 2 east. The only northern room apart from the said study is the 
bathroom, but a search around and on the radiator/towel rail proved fruit- 
less. 

However, when | went to take a bath a little later, as I reached out and 
pulled my towels from the hot rail my comb fell to the ground. | must 
have carelessly put it down on top of the bath towel and then put the 
hand towel on top of it so that it was hidden—combust )! 


Essential Dignities 


Sign Exalt Trip _| Term | Face 
{o) Y g 2 g 4 
») y g ¥ y % peregrine 
3 a) = a) g g 
g g 10} ° 8 © | detriment 
¢ 4 ie} ° 7 g 
4 g Q > % | detriment 
a) g >) g a) i) 
@ | o = _|\_ 6 a ¢ 


© MR 8, o* MRB, both by exaltation. 2 MR ? by term. 
) from ¢ O, runs VOC before *« ». 
% hour, ? day (hour ruler is angular) 


1934. London: Luzac & Co. p. 254. 
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Ga\ Swopped 


hee 
Babies = 2 


VIRGINIA A. REYER 


V/ WO BABIES were born in a Wauchula, Florida hospital in the 
early hours of Friday morning, December 2™ 1978, Both were 
girls with blonde hair and fair complexions. They were look 
alikes. One of the babies was radiantly healthy, born into a 

family that already contained seven other healthy children. The other 
baby was an only child with a severely deformed heart. 

Shortly after birth the two babies became switched so that each went 
home with the other’s parents and was given the name the other should 
have had. The healthy baby, who was now named as Kimberly Mays, 
became an only child. The baby with a congenital heart problem entered 
the large healthy family and was thereafier known as Arlena Twigg. 

Arlena was really Kimberly and Kimberly was really Arlena, but here 
we shall use only the names the girls learnt to answer to. Thus Kimberly 
is the healthy girl, Arlena the sick one. 

Arlena was born first with Il) rising, see Figure 1. By the time Kim- 
berly was born time Ml had reached the Ascendant, see Figure 2. 

The inter-planetary aspects in the two charts are almost identical, both 
babies have a 90 4 and © a ¥, both have © o and 40 ¥, both have ¥ 
¢8oe0,¥*Panddwon. 

+ in Tl can indicate a health worker. © 0 *% suggests physical separa- 
tion. 4 G to $ and §: the misidentification of the two babies. % o ¥ the 
loss of identity. Add to these o* 0 Q.: forced separation from family. 

Does © a » identify the person who made the switch, whether inten- 
tionally or by accidental ? She was the architect of each baby’s destiny. 

The only aspect difference involves the ). In the earlier chart she is 
applying to * 2, while in the later one the aspect is exact. The ) and @ in 
combination relate to mothering and to affection. With both of these bod- 
ies in the signs of their detriment, neither baby received any love from 
her own mother; ‘true’ feelings from the “right” person were absent irre- 
gardless of what was substituted, the motherly affection that was re- 
ceived came from another. 

The major differences between the two charts involve their angles and 
house positions. 

Arlena, the sick child, was born with » in TI rising squared by ¥ and % 
from the 4" house. This combination, because it involves the Ascendant, 
the ruler of the Ascendant and the 4" house, suggests the loss of identity, 
family name and ancestral background. » O ¥ angular is weak health, 
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especially with » the 6" house ruler. » in 12": much time spent in 
hospitals. is the co-ruler, with %, of the 6" house: improper oxygena- 
tion of the body. With § also ruling the MC, ? » ¥ points to weakness 
inherited from the biological mother; at the IC, it indicates confused 
family relations, feeling a stranger in the home. 


Figure 1: Arlena 
00:45 AM EST, 2 December 1978 
Wauchula, Florida: 27N33, 81W48 


As Arlena grew older her heart continued to deteriorate and she grew 
weaker. No one suspected that Arlena was not the true daughter of Mrs 
Twigg until May 1988, when doctors informed the parents that Arlena 
would need type-B blood if heart surgery occurred. Both Twigg parents 
have type-O blood. It was therefore impossible that they could be Ar- 
lena’s biological parents. Arlena died in August 1988 (progressed ¥ ¢ 
natal ¥) from complications following heart surgery. She was unaware 
that the two people she believed to be her mother and father were not her 
true parents. 

Kimberly, the healthy child, was born with both benefics angular: 2 
rising in Ml and a retrograde 4 at the MC. These, together with Vertex at 
2°28’ & opposing the ) from the 9" house, suggest she can become pos- 
sessive, moody and easily offended, a chronic complainer, often turning 
others off. 

In 1981 Mrs Mays, the only mother Kimberly knew until then, died 
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from cancer. Secondary ASC is ¢ Q and square the 10" house ). 

For Arlena % at the Ascendant is associated with her physical weak- 
ness and short life. As the © is her 12" house ruler, © 0 » relates to dif- 
ficult periods in hospitals. For Kimberly, who does not have an afflicted 
Ascendant, » squares the natal 10" house ruler and so indicates a differ- 
ent loss: not only does Kimberly lose her true mother as a result of the 
switch in the hospital shortly after birth, but now at age three, as O 0 4 
becomes exact, she loses her substitute mother. 


Figure 2: Kimberly 
4:10 AM EST, 2 December 1978 
Wauchula, Florida: 27N33, 81W48 


In August 1988, when Arlena died, Kimberly learnt that she was not 
living with her biological parents. Yet Kimberly had a home, a power 
base (ruled by 4), which was now in danger of becoming diminished, it 
had been intruded upon. As transit B crossed her Ascendant and transit )K 
joined her progressed ¢’, her true parents, the Twiggs, sued to regain her. 
The case dragged on until in 1993 Kimberly herself sued to divorce the 
Twiggs, her biological parents. The 15 June 1993 lunar eclipse at 24° 
55° & was on her progressed ©. Transit opposed her progressed MC. 
Kimberly got her wish, winning the right to call the widower Robert 
Mays her legal father. She broke all contact with the Twiggs. 

Kimberly subsequently experienced a very confusing time. She ran 
away from the Mays’ home and moved in with the Twiggs, then went 
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back and forth several times between the two, and also spent some time 
living in a youth center. Robert Mays battled with the Twiggs for five 
years over visitation rights. Eventually a judge ruled that the Twiggs, 
despite being her true biological parents, had no legal right to act as 
Kimberly’s parents. Mays then adopted Kimberly. 

On 8 February 1997 pregnant Kimberly married Jeremy Weeks. She 
was eighteen, he was nineteen. Her progressed Ascendant was at 18° 23’ 
SC with the progressed  ¢ {. In August she gave birth to a baby boy. 

At the end of April 1999 the baby Devon was placed into foster care. 
In June 1999 a Florida court took the 22-month-old child away from 
Kimberly and her estranged husband. Reason: poor parenting skills. 
Kimberly was scheduled to go back into court on 26 July 1999 to try to 
win back her son. At the same time Jeremy won a restraining order 
against Kimberly. She had become out of control: constantly yelling, 
slapping and hitting Jeremy with her fists, and aiming knives at him. 
Progressed was ¥ o natal $ at this time—drugs? 

The $-¥ aspect is difficult. $ was retrograde at birth and went direct 
by secondary progression in 1991 at 5° 22’ %. It returns to its natal posi- 
tion in 2006, ¥ is the co-ruler of her natal 5" house, % rules her 8" and 
11", while o’, which is also with this pair in the natal 2™| is the Ascen- 
dant ruler and also rules the 6" house. This combination does indicate 
loss of children. 

Currently (December 2001) Kimberly is experiencing transit ¥ at her 
IC and transit » o° natal ©. Transit E will soon be ¢ 3 and ¥. This is not 
an easy time for her; there is much insecurity. 


placement of the Vertex. In Arlena’s chart it is in the 5" house at 

25° 53° ®. For Kimberly it is in the 9" house at 2° 28’ &. In 
neither case does it receive close aspects but the differing sign place- 
ments are meaningful. However, in these two charts it is as if the house 
position of the Vertex and the planets ruling its sign have become exag- 
gerated 

For Arlena the Vertex is in the sign ruled by the rising * and this ap- 
pears to have emphasized the malevolence of * in this chart. The Vertex 
is in the 5", the house traditionally associated with the physical heart, the 
source of Arlena’s sickness. 

The 9" house placement of Kimberly’s Vertex points to the frequent 
occasions in which she has appeared in court so far in her young life, 
first in cases concerning her parents, and later in cases involving her own 
parenting. Appropriately her Vertex is in &, the sign of parenting per se. 
The fairly wide ) Vertex appears to have made the ) unusually impor- 
tant, more so than its other aspects (+ 9 and 4 % only of the 
classical aspects) and its placement in a cadent house would 
lead one to expect. 


i MAJOR difference between these two charts involves the 
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The Saga of the Battleship Bismarck 


CONSTANTINE ZINONI 


/ HE BISMARCK had a short but spectacular career of only 277 

days and its only war operation lasted no more than 215 hours. 

It was, for that short time, the largest, and the most modern 

and formidable, battleship in the world. Its superior technol- 

ogy, mighty weapons and the high level of the crew's training made the 

Bismarck a seemingly invincible war machine. She had a maximum 

displacement of 50,900 tons, was 251 meters long, mounted eight 15- 
inch guns, had a speed of 30.1 knots, and a crew of 2,092 men. 

The keel was laid down in the Blohm & Voss shipyards in Hamburg 
(53N32, 9E57) on Wednesday 1 July 1936; the ship was launched on 
Tuesday 14 February 1939, and put into service on Saturday 24 August 
1940. Von Bismarck's granddaughter, Dorothea Von Loewenfelt, un- 
veiled the name board and arms at the christening ceremony but, aston- 
ishingly, after the holding blocks were removed the gigantic hull did not 
move as it was expected, it remained still. It was only at 1:34 PM when 
the battleship slowly moved into her new element as though she wanted 
to choose her own birth time. 

Figure 1, set for the time the Bismarck glided into the sea, shows that 
the ASC and the MC are in water signs as befits the subject. \ the 
planet with most essential dignity is conjunct the MC, which it rules and 
fittingly symbolizes the mightiest and biggest warship in the world. It 
receives sextiles from 2 (luck), X (eccentric), and the ) (ambition and 
sensational deeds) but also a square from o* (unwarranted optimism). P 
is at the X/ASC midpoint, which according to Ebertin means “The desire 
to attain success under the most difficult circumstances”. \ is also con- 
junct the Arabic Part of Sickness & Murder (by day = ASC+o"-4) while 
the ASC is conjunct the Part of Peril (= ASC + 8" Ruler -4). The Bis- 
marck could hardly have chosen a more fitting time for a birth that por- 
trayed so precisely her short life. In the summer 1982 Newsweek maga- 
zine published an article entitled “A Good Word for Astrology” that 
contained a quote from the Times Literary Supplement: 
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Figure 1 Launching of the Bismark 
1:34 PM CET (12:34 UT), 14 February 1939; 53N32, 9ES7 


Perhaps it is not the moment of birth that selects the future, but rather 
the future that selects the moment of birth. 


If ever there was a birth where this quote applies it is certainly the 
launch of the Bismarck, when she slipped into the sea at a different time 
from the one chosen by men. 


PERATION RHEINUBUNG 
Up to the beginning of 1941 Germany’s U-boats have been 
moderately successful in disrupting food and material supply 
lines to England, but still a considerable amount of war mate- 
rial was getting through to the British Isles. The Germans wanted to do 
better and planned to involve surface ships to increase the impact of 
their submarine fleet. Operation “Berlin” comprising battle cruisers 
Gneisenau and Scharnhorst was set up and completed with some success 
having sunk 22 ships totaling 115,600 tons. Operation Rheiniibung 
(‘Rhine Exercise) was to follow with the Bismarck, the Gneisenau, and 
the Prinz Eugen an awesome naval power that would have caused to the 
Royal Navy some real worry on how the protect the convoys. 
The Scharnhorst was not available; on her return from Operation 
“Berlin” it needed extensive overhauls. The Gneisenau was seriously 
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damaged by British bombardments soon after her return to the port of 
Brest in France. So Operation Rheintibung had to go ahead with the 
Bismarck and Prinz Eugen only. 
The cruiser Prinz Eugen was known, in the German Navy, as the 
Bismarck’s “little brother” and a happy ship, and the experts considered 
her as the most beautiful warship ever built. Curiously, she was the only 
heavy unit of the German Navy to survive World War II with full fight- 
ing capability. Despite its “little brother” name, the Prinz Eugen was an 
ill-assorted consort to the Bismarck. Prinz Eugen’s main problems were 
her light armor—she could not stand attacks from heavy enemy units— 
and short range that required carefully positioned tankers in the Atlantic 
with all the complicated logistics and risks that entailed. 
In the 1940/41 winter Hitler’s main strategic priority was Operation 
“Barbarossa” his titanic project to defeat the Soviet Union’s army and 
extend the eastern border of the Reich to the Volga River. Grand Admi- 
ral Raeder', the head of the German Naval High Command, disagreed 
and admonished Hitler by saying: 
The greatest task of the hour is the concentration of all our power 
against Britain. All competing demands must deliberately set aside. 
There are serious doubts as to advisability of Operation “Bar- 
barossa” before the overthrow of Britain. 

Obviously Hitler would have none of that. 

Operation Rheintibung was under the command of Fleet Chief Admi- 
ral Giinter Liitjens? and was to sail from Gotenhafen on 28 April 1941. 
This date was chosen as being the best compromise between the lesser 
numbers of icebergs found in the Greenland Sea north of Iceland, a pos- 
sible route for the task force, and the still relatively reduced number of 
daylight hours to avoid detection by the British; it coincided with a 
moonless period. Shortly before the departure date, Prinz Eugen set off 
a mine and although there was no visible damage, the cruiser had to be 
inspected to ensure there was no hidden impairment to the hull or ma- 
chinery. The sailing date was postponed by two weeks until Prinz 
Eugen was declared again seaworthy. 

Of all the German naval officers, Liitjens was the only one who had a 
substantial command experience. He was an ascetic man, serious and 
undemonstrative but endowed with an incisive, methodical, and analyti- 
cal mind. After Prinz Eugen’s accident he suggested postponing Opera- 
tion Rheiniibung until the Scharnhorst was overhauled and perhaps the 
Tirpitz had reached operational readiness. The Tirpitz, the other battle- 
ship of the Bismarck class, was 2,000 tons bigger than the Bismarck, had 


‘ Erich Raeder : 17:50 UT, 24 April 1876 ; Wandsbeck, Germany: 53N34, 
10E04 (source : birth certificate) 
? Giinter Liitjens: 25 May 1889; Wiesbaden, Germany (time unknown) 
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an increased range of up to 9,000 miles and, what was more important, 
had a better anti-aircraft artillery. 

The rationale to send the Bismarck and Prinz Eugen into the Atlantic 
in the early spring of 1941 rested on the principle that Britain was then 
in a critical situation and that a delay of five months, as suggested by 
Liitjens, would provide the opportunity for Britain to strengthen its posi- 
tion in the Atlantic. Besides, this could have been the last opportunity 
for the German Navy to operate in the Atlantic since it was speculated 
that sooner or later the US would become involved in the war as an ally 
to Britain. It would be then far more difficult and risky to break into the 
Atlantic and carry out disruptive naval operations. Furthermore, it was 
inconceivable to maintain a warship with the potential of the Bismarck 
in her home base doing nothing. 

Through Operation Rheiniibung, the German Naval High Command 
wanted to prove that the Navy could play a highly important strategic 
role and alter the course of war. While the success of the Operation 
rested very much with Liitjens, a man uniquely qualified by aptitude and 
experience to pull it off, the rest was more wishful thinking than any- 
thing else. There was another problem. Although the Bismarck’s was 
the best-equipped ship of its time in terms of artillery, her light anti- 
aircraft artillery was no longer up to date. She had only 12 single ma- 
chine guns, too few to produce a dense protective fire. She ought to 
have had at least four times as many, like the newer battleship Tirpitz, 
for example, that had 64 anti-aircraft machine guns. The medium anti- 
aircraft artillery on the Bismarck was semi-automatic with a slow firing 
rate. The heavy anti-aircraft artillery guns were automatic but could not 
be loaded at the higher elevations. All in all the Bismarck could not put 
a put a dissuasive fire barrier to the British torpedo planes. When Hitler 
visited the Bismarck in Gotenhafen on May 5 1941, Liitjens expressed 
his concern that the British torpedo planes could endanger the success of 
the “Operation”. Liitjens was right. Despite the fact that the British had 
antiquated and slow torpedo planes in service, the anti-aircraft artillery 
on the Bismarck was unable to shoot down a single one of them when 
she was attacked. 

When Prinz Eugen was ready, the Bismarck had to repair her port 
crane, which had completely broken down. This delayed the departure 
of the task force by another three days. Finally on 18 May 1941 at 11:30 
AM Operation Rheiniibung officially began, by which time the nights 
had become much shorter, particularly at northern latitudes, increasing 
the risk of detection by the British. The Bismarck slipped from her berth 
in Gotenhafen (the renamed Polish port of Gdynia) while on her quarter- 
deck the fleet band played “Muss i Denn” the traditional anthem mark- 
ing the start of a long cruise. Later the Naval Intelligence Service won- 
dered whether that was not a dangerous lapse of security. oO ¥ in the 
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Bismarck’s chart fully played out its inherent over confident and poor 
judgment disposition. 

In the afternoon the Bismarck and Prinz Eugen anchored in Goten- 
hafen roadstead to load more fuel and supplies from barges. Around 
2:00 AM of 19 May they sailed westward to meet the escort and cruise 
on to the Great Belt. So began the pale shadow of an ambitious plan 
conceived and put into action exclusively for prestige reasons and for 
fear that the German major warships of World War II could prove to be 
similarly superfluous as those of World War I. There is no comparable 
naval operation in which irreplaceable human lives and ships were sent 
into action similarly unprotected. The Bismarck had a crew of 2,092 
men but when she sailed from Gotenhafen her complement was in- 
creased to over 2,200 men. The additional personnel comprised of prize 
crews for captured merchant ships, staff for the fleet commander, mid- 
shipmen for training, and war correspondents to report the eventual bat- 
tleship’s glorious exploits. 


Figure 2 Operation Rheiniibung 
11:30 AM CEDT (09:30 UT), 18 May 1941 
Gdynia, Poland: 54N32, 18E33 


Operation Rheintibung began with the MC at 9° 8, % at 10° I, and 
the Ascendant at 24° 2, which closely identify the Operation with the 
Bismarck herself. The stellium of six planets and @ in the 10" promises 
triumph and glory. So it was. The Operation and the subsequent loss of 
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the Bismarck rank as one of the most legendary campaigns in 20" cen- 
tury naval history. Endless books, accounts, and articles have been writ- 
ten. Every aspect has been examined in the minutest detail. Various 
Staff and War colleges have used Operation Rheiniibung as a case study 
to broaden the students understanding of the higher conduct of war. 

Furthermore, the © ruler of the Ascendant is in the 10", in a tight 
conjunction with 4 and ®, and a separating one from }X, indicating an 
unexpected and extraordinary event that will affect the renown of the 
Operation. The sinking of the most powerful British battle cruiser, the 
Hood, only after eight minutes of combat is the event indicated by these 
conjunctions. 

The method of predictive astrology explained by Ptolemy in 
Tetrabiblos, Book 2 is based on the study of eclipses and syzygys (New 
& Full Moons) immediately preceding the event to be examined. Apply- 
ing Ptolemy’s teachings to Operation Rheintibung, the previous eclipse 
occurred on 27 March 1941 at 6° T on the cusp of the 9" house of the 
Operation chart. The eclipse chart for Gotenhafen has the MC at 24° 06’ 
Q exactly on the Operation’s Ascendant at 24° 06’ Q. %, ruler of the 8" 
of death in the eclipse chart, is at 9° 07’ } exactly sextile, with 0’ orb, 
the MC of the Operation and squares o* of the Bismarck launch chart. 
This is an ominous clue concerning the outcome of the Operation. 

The close relationships between the eclipse and the Operation charts 
denotes, on one hand, an event of great importance; on the other, it 
shows that the eclipse will affect the event according to the character of 
the Saros Series to which it belongs. This eclipse belongs to the Saros 
Series 15 South about which Bernadette Brady writes: 

This series is about the release of tension. A situation, which has 
been lingering will suddenly clear. In the clearing of the problem 
there is also a sense of grief and loss which is not so much personal 
as belonging to a group or collective.’ 

The previous syzygy, the full Moon on May 11, occurred at 20° TIL. 
Ptolemy advises that when the previous syzygy is a full Moon, the lumi- 
nary to consider is the one above the earth. Here we have the syzygy’s 
© very closely ¢ * in the 10" of the Operation chart. * is also the most 
elevated planet being closest to the MC, which makes it highly signifi- 
cant. In voyage charts the 10" house represents what happens during the 
journey. About » and voyages by seas, Ptolemy writes: 

..he causes storms, the wreck of fleets, disastrous voyages. 

Again, another disquieting hint concerning the eventual failure of Opera- 
tion Rheiniibung. Neither » nor the © are much helped by their ruler, 9, 
which is peregrine (weak), combust (ineffectual), and squared by the ) 
from the 7" of open enemies. Except for 9, all the planets in the 10" are 


> Bernadette Brady, The Eagle and the Lark, Weiser, 1992, p. 330. 
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peregrine suggesting some kind of wandering instead of making concrete 
the aims of the Operation. 

All classical authors agree that in voyage charts the ) is the most im- 
portant planet to consider, together with the appropriate significators. 
Dorotheus says that a ) in } in aspect with a malefic indicates misfor- 
tune and calamities. Ramesey warns that an afflicted ) hurts more than 
an afflicted Ascendant. Partridge maintains that a ) afflicted by o’, as it 
is here because of the close conjunction between the two, shows murder, 
slaughter, pirates, etc. Not very hopeful tidings. Lilly indicates that the 
planet to which the ) next applies, together with the ruler of the gt 
house, shows the purpose of the journey. The ), in this chart, applies to 
go ruler of the 9", both in the 7" of enemies. There can hardly be a 
more specific configuration pointing to warfare as the cause of the voy- 
age, as one would expect from a battleship sortie during wartime. 

The G, a malefic in classical astrology, is posited in the 8", Accord- 
ing to Lilly,* this means in voyages by sea: “nothing to be had, not worth 
the labour”. But the aggravation here is that the & was conjunct the 
fixed star Scheat which denotes catastrophes, accidents, or shipwreck. 
In passing, is worth mentioning that in the Titanic launch chart, (31 May 
1911, 12:39 GMT at Belfast, Northern Ireland, source Daily Express 
Thursday, 1 June 1911) o was conjunct the same fixed star Scheat and 
in that chart o ruled the 8" house. Furthermore, modern astrologers 
consider that any planet in the same degree as the Q’s, regardless of sign 
or aspect, is unfortunate. In this chart Jupiter (with the @) is at 28°, as 
are the {Q’s and, depressingly, rules the 8" house of death—not a very 
good omen. This chart is characterized by two extremes. On one hand 
we have the massive stellium in the 10" promising a fantastic triumph, 
on the other we have a long stream of clues pointing to the catastrophic 
and dramatic conclusion of Operation Rheiniibung. 


REAK OUT 
On the morning of 20 May the Bismarck and Prinz Eugen 
) escorted by two destroyers were cruising off the coasts of 
neutral Sweden amid a fleet of Danish and Swedish fishing 
boats, and foreign merchant ships. The Swedish cruiser Gotland, on 
patrol between the Kattegat and Skaggerak, also sighted the German task 
force. A sighting report was radioed at once to Naval Headquarters in 
Stockholm. The British Naval attaché in Stockholm, Captain Henry W. 
Denham, through his very good relations with the Swedish naval authori- 
ties, learned that Germans battleships passed through the Great Belt. He 
immediately informed the British Admiralty, which alerted Coastal 
Command to intercept the German warships. 


4 William Lilly, Christian Astrology, p. 423. 
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On the following day, the task force entered the fjord system near 
Bergen, Norway. The Bismarck anchored in Grimstadfjord while Prinz 
Eugen anchored further north in Hjeltefjord. While in anchorage, both 
ships were repainted in overall dark grey color more fitting for the op- 
erations in the North Atlantic. Both took on additional supplies, and the 
Prinz Eugen topped off her fuel tanks because of her short range, but the 
Bismarck did not. It is not known why Liitjens and Lindermann, the 
Bismarck's Captain, decided not to refuel the Bismarck while in Grim- 
stadfjord, nor when she entered the Denmark strait where she could ren- 
dezvous with the tanker Weissenburg stationed in the Norwegian Sea 
above the Arctic Circle. This will prove to be a fatal error, one that will 
have dire consequences for the Bismarck and her crew. oO ¥ in the 
Bismarck’s launch chart played again its overly confident and poor 
judgment nature and inclination to misuse resources. 

Despite heavy German air-space surveillance, shortly after they an- 
chored in the fjord the German warships were photographed by recon- 
naissance planes of the British Coastal Command. About two hours 
later, Admiral Tovey, Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Navy, knew 
that the Bismarck was on the loose and sent practically the entire British 
Home Fleet into action to intercept the German task force. 

From the fjords near Bergen Liitjens had a theoretical choice of four 
possible routes to break out into the North Atlantic. The first, between 
the Orkney and Shetland islands, was immediately rejected due to its 
proximity to the British naval base of Scapa Flow and RAF bases in 
northern Scotland. The second route, between Shetland and Faeroe Is- 
lands, was discarded for 
the same reasons. The 
third route, between 
Faeroe Islands and Ice- 
land, was a possibility 
but Liitjens was not 
convinced of the safety 
of this route after his 
ships were spotted by 
the Gotland and, quite 
rightly, he expected the 
Home Fleet would wait 
for him there. Finally, 
he chose the longest 
route in Denmark Strait 
between Iceland and 
Greenland. That route 
was not free from dan- 
gers due to the narrow 
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passage between Iceland and the ice pack along the coast of Greenland 
narrowed down even further by British mines. 

On the British side there was around April/May 1941 a greater than 
usual sense of expectation about a possible German naval offensive. In 
fact the Luftwaffe increased its reconnaissance activity over the naval 
base of Scapa Flow, and between Greenland and Jan Mayen (Norwegian 
Basin). This prompted Tovey to strengthen his cruiser patrols in the 
northern passages and sent the battle cruiser Hood to support them. The 
heavy cruiser Suffolk, on station in the Denmark Strait, was joined by the 
Norfolk, a cruiser of the ‘County’ class. 

After the Bismarck and Prinz Eugen entered the narrows in the Den- 
mark Strait in the late afternoon of 23 May 23, the Bismarck signaled at 
19:22 on-board time that she had been detected by enemy forces. Within 
minutes radio intelligence teams intercepted an enemy report confirming 
the shadowing. From that moment on, there was cat and mouse maneu- 
vering among the two fleet Commanders, to escape on the German side, 
to engage the Bismarck on the British side. 


/ HE ICELAND SEA BATTLE 
This is also known as the Denmark Straits Battle. It lasted 
barely a quarter of an hour. It was a combat between titans in 
which the Bismarck and the Hood, the two largest, most pow- 
erful warships in the world would, with their consorts, confront each 
other in a lethal duel. 

In the early morning of 24 May, Vice-Admiral Holland on board of 
the Hood, patrolling the passage south of Iceland with the battleship 
Prince of Wales, was informed of the presence of the German task force 
in the Denmark Strait. He immediately finalized his plans for the en- 
gagement. He realized he was in a very favorable position to settle the 
issue within hours. He was ahead of the German ships and could reach 
the intercept point an hour or so before them. The British had, with the 
two shadowing cruisers in Denmark Strait, a two-to-one superiority over 
the Germans, and a nearly two-to-one advantage in firepower. Holland 
was also in an ideal condition; he could sail across the path of the enemy 
ships and make a T-cross, the traditional naval maneuver that would give 
the British squadron a tremendous advantage over the enemy. But Liit- 
jens was a brilliant Commander and when saw the British squadron posi- 
tion and understood Holland’s tactics he did not let him to get away with 
them. Liitjens counter maneuvered so it would be he that would make 
the T-cross to the British squadron and not the contrary. 

After Liitjens’s counter-maneuver, Holland found himself in a less 
advantageous position and since he was then within firing range from the 
German squadron he gave the order to fire from an unfavorable angle of 
approach, as it was impossible to direct the Hood’s after-turrets against 
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Figure 3: The Iceland Sea Battle 
05:53 UT, 24 May 1942; 63N18, 31W45 


the enemy. Besides the handicap of being able to use only half of his 
available firepower, Holland had now placed his ships in the precarious 
position of sailing on a diagonal course across the enemy’s line of fire. 
Not only that, Holland ordered to fire against the leading German ship 
believing she was the Bismarck when actually she was the Prinz Eugen. 
A fatal error, that gave more time to the Germans to work out undis- 
turbed their gunnery solutions. After a few salvoes the Prinz Eugen and 
the Bismarck scored hits on the enemy. The Germans gunners were very 
accurate due to their superior training, discipline and use of high quality 
aiming devices. A few minutes later, the Hood and Prince of Wales 
turned to port to bring their after-turrets in action. But it was too late, 
from a distance of less than nine miles the fifth salvo from the Bismarck 
hit the Hood, penctrated her armor belt and reached an after-magazine 
where it exploded with a giant flame thunder raising high in the sky. 
The mighty Hood—pride of the Royal Navy, for twenty years the largest 
warship in the world, in the inter-war years it had served as the flagship 
of the Home Fleet and ‘showed the flag’ at trouble spots and at ceremo- 
nial functions throughout the British Empire—split in two and sank 
within two minutes. Thus ended the illustrious career of the most re- 
vered ship in the Royal Navy and one of the most famous warships of 
the twentieth century. Admiral Holland and Captain Ralph Kerr appar- 
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ently made no effort to escape and went down with their ship in true 
naval tradition. Of a crew of 1,421 men, only three survived. The loss 
of the Hood was a blow to the prestige of a proud institution and to the 
reputation of those who led it. 

The Hood started the engagement against the German squadron on 24 
May 1941, at 5:53 AM GMT. From the naval war maps, her estimated 
position must have been 63N18, 31W45. These co-ordinates give a very 
skewed chart due to the latitude. As they were the first to start the com- 
bat, the British are represented by the ASC in II ruled by $. The Ger- 
mans are represented by the DESC ruled by §, at 29° 28’ &, which cor- 
rectly symbolizes the biggest and most powerful warship in the world. 
The most impressive feature of this chart is the stellium in the 12" 
house of sorrow where both ¥ and \ are, a position promising grief to 
both sides. 

In war 4 as a superior planet has an advantage over an inferior one 
like $. But 4 is in the last degree of a sign, a critical position where it 
looses its strength and all of its power until it enters the next sign. But 
in II (the next sign) 4 (the Germans) has dignity only by face; it is then 
in detriment and combust and will be like someone who is about to loose 
or has lost control of the situation. On the contrary, $ (the British) is in 
its own sign and therefore in control, it can set its own agenda and is in 
an auspicious position to successfully conclude a conflict. 

About warfare, Guido Bonatti wrote in the 13" century that when the 
) separates from o* and applies to aspect %, as it does in this chart, it 
signifies death of the enemy.’ In addition, the ancients maintained that 
the last planet the ) separates from signifies the one who begins the war, 
while the planet the ) next applies to represents the opponent. In this 
chart the ) last separates from o’, in its own triplicity and in }, repre- 
senting war at the sea. A planet in its own triplicity signifies someone or 
something reasonably lucky. Both o and 8, significators of the attacker, 
are strong and consequently indicate success. On the other hand, the ) is 
applying next to %, which is peregrine and under the ©’s beams, denot- 
ing a poor and ineffectual condition. We have, therefore, the situation 
where the significators for the Royal Navy are strong while those of 
German ships are unfortunate. All of this means that although Admiral 
Holland was outmaneuvered and defeated by Liitjens, the time he choose 
to start the engagement sealed the fate of Operation “Rheiniibung” and 
of the Bismarck, despite the fact that the Hood did not score a single hit 
against her. 

Truly in a Jupiterian fashion the "noble giant of the high seas" was 
now the new ruler of the Atlantic Ocean, having destroyed the biggest 


* Guido Bonnati, Tractatus Sextus, Chap. XX1. 
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and most powerful ship of the Royal Navy, and forced another to flee. 
In sinking the Hood, the Bismarck fulfilled the promise contained in her 
launch chart, namely the aspect configuration involving %, 4, the MC, ), 
and @ that points to luck and sensational deeds. However, in the battle 
chart (Figure 3) both of the Bismarck’s significators, 4 and », are on the 
Ascendant side which means, according to Bonatti®, that the German 
squadron had no support and was without assistance from its own side. 
In fact, the German Intelligence Service did a poor job in informing Liit- 
jens about the activity of the Home Fleet, and the U-boats were posi- 
tioned too far away to be of any help to the Bismarck. Furthermore, 4 
was in the middle of the stellium on the ASC side, that is, the British. 
This meant the enemy surrounded the German ships and will eventually 
defeat them. The British pulled out all the stops in putting to sea sixty- 
five warships of all sizes and types to encircle and track down the Bis- 
marck. 

Afier the Hood's terrible blow, the Prince of Wales found herself 
alone with her troublesome guns. At that moment, some her guns failed 
to fire due to mechanical problem, her forward turret jammed, the aft 
turret failed too, only a single main gun was still active. Rather than risk 
a valuable asset of the Royal Navy for what seemed a remote possibility 
of inflicting some damage to the enemy, Captain Leach ordered the 
Prince of Wales to withdraw behind a smoke screen. Liitjens let her go 
as he was under strict orders from Raeder not to engage the enemy ex- 
cept for defensive reasons. 

About this event some time later Cajus Bekker will write in his book 
Verdammte See (Dammed Sea): 

Battleships must strike! Certainly, under such lucky star as on 24 

May, 1941. The serious error of ending the fight with half success 

can be charged to the theoretical-utopian command given by the na- 

val commander, decisively formed by the Grand Admiral himself. 
Perhaps it was a wise decision of Liitjens not to follow the Prince of 
Wales as the two shadowing cruiser were not too far and surely Captain 
Leach would have drawn the Bismarck into a trap. The chart for the 
Hood opening fire confirms this hypothesis. 

But the Bismarck did not come out of the battle undamaged. She was 
hit twice from the Prince of Wales under the armor belt in the forward 
port of the hull. As a result there was some flooding in her forward 
compartments open to the sca causing a reduction in speed, a bow-down 
angle of 1°, and loss of 1,000 tons of fuel. This represented 1/8 of the 
total reserves and by this time the Bismarck burned more than 2,000 tons 
of fuel oil going through the Denmark Strait. She was left with 4,000 
tons, insufficient for a full Atlantic operation without repairing the tanks 
first and refueling again. This was a matter of grave concern as she 


© Bonnati, op. cit. Chap. XXII. 
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could not be repaired in the open sea but needed dockyard assistance. 
Of the four ships engaged in the battle, Prinz Eugen was the only one 
that came out totally unharmed but she needed to refuel within 48 hours. 
To do this it was necessary first to prevent the shadowing British cruis- 
ers from following her to the tanker rendezvous. Liitjens was confronted 
with a difficult decision as to the best course of action to take and to 
save what he could of Operation Rheiniibung. 


/ HE ESCAPE AND LAST BATTLE 

Once the combat in the Denmark Strait finished Liitjens had 

three possible options. The first was to make a longer excur- 

sion in the Atlantic and delay the return until the British forces 
dispersed, but this was not possible because the Bismarck was too low 
on fuel. The second was a break-back to Germany, but here Liitjens 
estimated that the Home Fleet blocked all return passages. The third 
was to make for a French harbor under the control of German forces. 
Liitjens chose this last option and sent a series of messages to the Group 
North about his intention to go to Saint-Nazaire to repair the Bismarck. 
Since Prinz Eugen was intact, she could stay in the Atlantic and attack 
enemy convoys. 

In the afternoon, of 24 May, taking advantage of a rainsquall, while 
the Prinz Eugen maintained her course, the Bismarck turned west and 
left the formation. To cover Prinz Eugen's escape, the Bismarck fired 
against the shadowing cruiser Suffolk causing it to quickly retreat and a 
bit later the Bismarck exchanged shells at long distance with the Prince 
of Wales. Once the Prinz Eugen was released, all aboard the Bismarck 
knew full well that she would draw towards herself the full naval power 
of the enemy. The shadowing cruisers Suffolk and Norfolk together with 
the Prince of Wales decided to follow the Bismarck on her port side, 
probably to avoid being surprised by the German battleship if she de- 
cided to invert her course again, but they left the starboard side without 
any vigilance. This was an error for which the British would pay dearly 
as few hours later they would loose contact with the Bismarck, but be- 
fore doing so, they would still have another opportunity to attack her. 

The carrier Victorious had already arrived to the theater of action, 
and at 10:10 PM, nine Swordfish torpedo planes took off. At 11:30 PM, 
the planes obtained visual contact with the Bismarck and attacked. She 
received a single torpedo hit at 11:38 PM on the starboard side, amid- 
ships, at the level of the main belt, which resisted the impact without 
many problems. 

Sunday 25 May was Liitjens’ birthday. By 10:30 AM the Bismarck 
had escaped enemy surveillance. Liitjens was unaware of this and at that 
time he sent off a long radio report, which allowed the British to relocate 
the Bismarck, if only inexactly. Hitler radioed birthday greetings to 
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Hood, Bismarck sunk 


The 40,000-ton Bismarck, now underwater, sunk the Hood 3 days ago. 


May 27. The British royal navy, 
fueled by heated anger, caught up 
with the German warship, the Bis- 
marck, fired and watched with re- 
venge as it sank to the bot- 
tom of the Atlantic. The attack 
avenged the German naval victory 
three days ago when the Bismarck 
demolished the pride of the British 
fleet, the Hood. In that assault 
1,300 men are believed to have died. 


the North Atlantic between Iceland 
and Norway, where the fateful blow 
to the munitions magazine on the 
Hood was delivered. On vows to 
“pursue and destroy the enemy,” 
the royal navy chased the German 
flotilla for 1,750 miles before accom- 
plishing its goal. Most of the Bis- 
marck’s 1,000-plus crew is thought 
to have perished in the relentless 
bombing. It is the worst Nazi naval 


The two big ships met initially in defeat of the war. 


Admiral Liitjens. Meanwhile at the same time the British ships were 


running low on fuel, which seriously limited further pursuit. The battle- 
ship Repulse had to be released to refuel. 

Almost simultaneously a Catalina flying boat and a carrier-based 
plane sighted the Bismarck again at 10:30 AM the next day, Monday, 
some 660 miles west of Brest. Having lost much of her fuel due to the 
damage inflicted by the Prince of Wales, the Bismarck had reduced her 
speed from 28 knots to a more economical 20 knots so that she would 
have sufficient fuel to reach St. Nazaire. Had the Bismarck been able to 
steam at 28 knots, she would have already been under the protective 
cover of the Luftwaffe that afternoon. Topping off her tanks in Norway 
or from a tanker at sea would certainly have avoided this precarious 
situation. 
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But now she was so far ahead of the British units that only an attack 
by the planes of the aircraft carrier Ark Royal, which was within range, 
promised any chance of success. The take-off for the decisive attack 
against the Bismarck began about 7:00 PM on that 26 May. Between 
8:30 and 9:15 PM the German battleship was attacked and was hit by a 
torpedo that crippled its steering gear causing the ship to lose its maneu- 
verability. From that moment on the Bismarck could no longer be held 
on course. She moved in only barely controllable zigzag movements, on 
almost opposite of the required course. The British heavy units quickly 
closed in. At 11.24 PM she came under attack from five British destroy- 
ers but kept them at bay with the Bismarck’s intense and accurate fire. 
As night fell, Liitjens realized that the situation was hopeless and radi- 
oed a message that amounted to his will: 

To the Fithrer of the German Reich Adolph Hitler: we fight to the last 
with firm faith in you, my Fiihrer, and with rock hard confidence in 
Germany's victory. 

On the morning of 27 May at about 8:00 A.M. the King George V, 
the Rodney, plus the two cruisers, Dorsetshire and Norfolk, surrounded 
the Bismarck and at 8:47 A.M. the final battle began. For nearly two 
hours the British ships pounded the Bismarck reducing her to a wreck. 
After three torpedoes from the Dorsetshire hit the Bismarck, the Ger- 
mans decided to open the valves to the sea and to set the scuttling 
charges as both the torpedoes and underwater shells could not sink the 
Bismarck. Once the charges set, the order was given to abandon the 
ship. At 10:36 AM the Bismarck sunk at 48N10, 16W12 (48N09, 
16W07 according to British sources). At the end of the battle Admiral 
Tovey, C-in-C, said, “Y should like to express my highest admiration for 
the thoroughly brave fight of the Bismarck in a hopeless situation”. 
Thus, was fulfilled the promise of P semisquare the ASC/{ midpoint in 
the Bismarck’s launch chart—the desire to attain success under the most 
difficult circumstances. 

Of over 2,200 men on board 111 survived, the total death toll of Op- 
eration Rheiniibung amounted to over 3,560 officers and men on both 
sides. The German Navy lost at one stroke more than 2,000 highly 
trained officers and men, as well as irreplaceable war material that had 
taken up a large part of German shipyard capacity for years. 

The philosophical principle underlining astrological analysis is that 
the beginning of an event holds its entire development as well as its out- 
come in the same way as an acorn holds an oak. We have seen already 
how the inception chart of Operation Rheiniibung contained its unfold- 
ing, and how the chart of the Iceland Sea Battle sealed the fate of the 
Bismarck. Subsequent derivative charts indicate how and when the po- 
tential contained in the inception chart will manifest. 
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Figure 4: Sinking of the Bismark 
10:36 UT, 27 May 1941; 48N10, 16W12 


When the Bismarck was sunk transiting Pluto at 2° 25° {2 was exactly 
quincunx the ) of the launch chart at 2° 25’ %. In the launch chart by 
ruling the ASC, the ) represented the Bismarck. Furthermore, the sec- 
ondary progressed ), was at 29° 28’ @ on 17 May 1941 closely opposing 
retrograde P at 29° 51° &. When the same planets are in aspect both in 
transit and progression an important event is indicated. Often the quin- 
cunx and the opposition indicate a separation of which death is a particu- 
lar form. P is associated with death, and attack with bombs. The end of 
the Bismarck is clearly indicated by this configuration. What is more, 
the same progressed ) was exactly A 4 (29° 28” 8), representing the 
German squadron in the Iceland Sea Battle chart, and it exactly squares 
the MC (29° 28’ T) of Figure 4, the chart erected for the location and 
time where the Bismarck sunk. 

As adversaries in any type of conflict, both $ and \ have the reputa- 
tion of being capable of brilliant actions but incapable of sustaining long 
drawn out engagements. At the Iceland Sea Battle, $ ruled the Royal 
Navy while 4 ruled the German squadron. It was brilliant for the Bis- 
marck to blow up the Hood at the fifth salvo, as it was brilliant for the 
British pilot to hit with a torpedo the most vulnerable point of any war- 
ship and most difficult one to reach. Concerning the inability of both 
adversaries to sustain the conflict, the fuel problem prevented the Bis- 
marck from reaching a French port in time. On the British side fuel was 
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also a problem, several warships had to abandon the chase and return to 
base for refueling. For example, in the last battle the King George V and 
the Rodney had to break off the action when they ran critically low on 
fuel and left the Dorsetshire to launch the conclusive torpedoes. There 
were also other reasons. Reconstruction shows that the search con- 
ducted by the Home Fleet unit during the forenoon of 25 May was a 
scrappy affair, the product of haste and inaccurate estimates of relative 
positions. Coverage was patchy and the depth of the search much less 
than intended. These problems apart, the British could not have sus- 
tained an extensive search with a large number of warships, as it would 
have meant leaving the supply convoys unprotected to the attacks of the 
German U-boats roaming in the Atlantic. 


FTERMATH 

Hitler, who was not very interested in naval matters and 

was disappointed that with the loss of the Bismarck the 

navy let him down and left him with a propaganda defeat, 
ordered all the heavy ships to be brought home. He estimated that the 
Navy’s role was the defense of Norway in case of an Anglo-American 
invasion of that country. 

On the rise of the Bismarck’s mythology, Prof. Dr. Michael Salewski 
wrote in his book Die deutsche Seekriegsleitung (The German Sea-War 
Command): 

The fight and loss of the BISMARCK, rank among the best-known, 
most controversial, most frequently described events in history of na- 
val warfare in World War II. An endless mass of foreign and German 
literature has taken up the subject; scientific, half-scientific, popular 
and sensationalistic, investigations, ‘factual accounts' and films have 
pursued every detail of the matter everything has been investigated to 
the last detail. It all resembles a play whose drama is gripping and 
moving. The loss of the BISMARCK was nothing extraordinary, no 
stroke of fate. 

One may agree or disagree with 
Prof. Dr. Michael Salewski’s last 
sentence. It depends on whether the 
reader is more comfortable with the 
tangible aspects of the operation or 
the transcendental meaning of the 
event. What is remarkable, however, 
is that the same astrological sym- 
bolism and principles that saw the 
day when intrepid men of past 
epochs sailed on flimsy boats, 
describe equally well this saga of 
modern and huge ships. 
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As a counterpoint, there is a story about the Bismarck and a cat. Af- 
ter the Bismarck sunk the British destroyer Cossack found a pretty black 
cat on one of the debris floating on the sea. The crew of the Cossack 
rescued it, gave the name of Oscar, and adopted as their mascot. Five 
months later the Cossack was hit and sunk by a German submarine. The 
cat Oscar managed to survive again and was rescued and brought on 
board the Ark Royal, the aircraft carrier that had played an important role 
during the chase and destruction of the Bismarck. Three weeks after 
Oscar boarded the Ark Royal, it too was sunk by a German submarine. 
Once more Oscar managed to survive and be rescued. 

This was too much for the British sailors who decided to never again 
allow Oscar to be the mascot for any other ship. The cat was brought to 
“The Home for Sailors” in Belfast where it lived until 1955, according to 
the Royal Navy records. 


Bibliography 


Ulrich Elfrat & Bodo Erzog. Schlachtschiff Bismarck—Ein Bericht in Bildern 
und Dokumentation, Podzun-Pallas-Verlag 1975. Main source for this article. 
Robert J. Winklareth. The Bismarck Chase. Chatham Publishing 1998 

Graham Rhys-Jones. The Loss of the Bismarck. Cassell & Co. 1999 

Various Articles: Britannica CD 98® Multimedia Edition © 1994-1997 


de 
ss 


Associated Charts 


German Empire: 18 January 1871, 1:00 PM LMT. Versailles: 48N48, 2E08. 
Adolf Hitler: 20 April 1889, 6:30 PM LMT. Braunau am Inn 48N15, 13E02. 
Weimar Republic: 9 November 1918, 1:30PM CET. Berlin 52N32, 13E25. 

Third Reich: 30 January 1933, 11:15 AM CET. Berlin 52N32, 3E25 


Bismarck’s Keel laid: 1 July 1936, 10:00 AM CET (guess-estimate: they proba- 
bly began around mid-morning after some initial preparation) 53N32, 9ES7. 


Bismarck into service: 24 August 1940, 12:00 (guess-estimate) PM CET; 
53N32 9ES7. 
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The Neptune-Pluto Septiles 


BLAKESLEY* 


// HE CURRENT 493-year cycle of the two outermost planets 

began in 1891-92 with three geocentric conjunctions—2 August 

1891 at 8° 38' II; 5 November 1891, retrograde at 8° 19' I]; and 

finally, 30 April 30 1892 at 7° 42' I. This is the major cycle 

of relationship in our solar system because its period and orbital sweep 

embrace all the other planetary cycles. takes 164 years to orbit the O, 

and it has yet to complete a full cycle since its discovery in 1846 at 25° 

53’ xs, where it will return in 2009-10. PB takes about 248 years to spiral 

around the © in an eccentrically elongated and inclined orbit, and it was 

finally discovered in 1930 at 17° 46’ & (near its Q), almost forty years 

after the current cycle's inception and its subsequent emergence into hu- 
man consciousness. 

P had been accelerating throughout the 20" Century, toward its 1988 
perihelion at 13° Tl, which brought it inside the orbit of ¥ during the 
1980s and 90s. Dane Rudhyar refers to this as a cyclic period of "ple- 
nary seed-planting," a "cosmic fecundation" of 's orbit by P's, symboliz- 
ing a "process of release from the past and an impregnation by a nucle- 
ated vision of the future."’ The previous crossing occurred during the 
Renaissance. P's geocentric velocity has peaked-gaining 2° 36' per year. 
in zodiacal longitude in 1989—and it slowly begins a long deceleration 
phase to its aphelion, but it is still faster than ¥ until 2007. 

Meanwhile, ¥, due to its lesser eccentricity, travels at a much steadier 
rate (2° 12' per year), and it was faster than P at their 1891-92 conjunc- 
tions. ¥ reached a waxing semisquare (45°) to B by 1929-31, synchro- 
nous with P's discovery and the great stock market crash. Then ¥ waxed 
into its first series of septiles with E from 1936-42, during the universal 
intensification of fateful energies that became WWII. By the war's end in 
1945, ¥ and PB moved to within orbs of their crescent phase, the waxing 
sextile, which became exact through the 1950s. Due to B's acceleration 
and deceleration, they will remain in that range (Marc Jones’ "Long- 
Sextile”’) for nearly 100 years, with one fateful period of exception— 
from 2000 to 2012—when ¥ and P will weave in and out of exact Septile 
aspect twenty times. 


' Dane Rudhyar, Astrological Timing. Harper & Row, 1969 
? Marc Edmund Jones, Essentials of Astrological Analysis. Sabian, 1970 
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The ¥-B Septile Calendar is shown at Table 1. 

The earlier Phase One septiles—given a 114° orb (50-53°) for the sep- 
tile effect—tlasted almost seven years, and coincided with massive, ir- 
revocable changes in mankind's destiny. As racial karmas reached their 
inevitable breaking point, the harnessing of atomic energy initiated the 
Nuclear Age, resulting in momentous political and economic power- 
shifts among major players of the Great Earth Game. The current Phase 
Two encompasses the first two decades (the 00s & the 10s) of the new 
millennium. B's 1995 ingress into “preceded ¥'s 1998 entry into », af- 
ter which the septiles dominate their angular relationship from 1996- 
2018. B enters % in 2008-09, and ¥ enters } in 2011-12, creating a sec- 
ond chapter of this critical Septile Phase Two, the changeover also con- 
current with the end of the Mayan calendar. The Long Sextile will then 
reform through the 2020s & 30s. They will form a quintile (72°) by 
2042-46, then make the square from 2055-65, the trine around 2100, and 
the opposition by 2150. This ¥-B cycle will carry through to the cusp of 
the 25" Century. Previous conjunctions were in 1399, 906, 413 A.D., 
also in 81 and 574 B.C., all of which correspond with great changes in 
human development. 

The roles that ¥ and P play in this cosmic drama are primarily tran- 
scendent-that is, acting together as transpersonal archetypes, they meas- 
ure long cycles in the growth and decline of successive civilizations. 
Historically, their combined cycles chart both constructive and destruc- 
tive cultural transformations in the evolutionary process of humankind 
seeking to realize its highest potentials. In the great Symphony of Ce- 
lestial Spheres, the 1891-92 mergings of ¥ and B sounded the deep bass- 
note, setting the tone for this 500-year cycle of history. It is a cosmic 
chord, a planetary mantra in the key of IL, the sign of intelligence and 
information, and the vibration of sister/brotherhood. The Sabian Sym- 
bols for the 8" & 9" degrees of II—Aroused strikers surround a factory 
and A quiver filled with arrows’-both suggest an aggressive revolt 
against private privilege as a basis for social survival, and provide valu- 
able symbolic clues to the inner nature of the new cycle-as-a-whole. 


> Marc Edmund Jones, The Sabian Symbols in Astrology. Sabian, 1953, 1966. 
Dane Rudhyar, An Astrological Mandala. Vintage, 1973 
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eptunian Digressions & Plutonian Transgressions 

Each of the transpersonal planets symbolizes the century of 

its discovery. The pioneering independence of the new west- 

em democracies led to the "Uranian Awakening" in 1781. ¥'s 

emergence in 1846 corresponded with issues of slavery, the 
industrial revolution, the land/gold rush, and the spread of Marxism. 
The 20" century has been purely Plutonian—wars, depressions, nukes, 
spies, UFOs, underworld mafias, plutocratic politics and corporate 
power, manipulative technologies and deadly diseases. Will another 
planet be discovered and represent the super-developments of the 21st 
Century? 

’s glyph—the upward vertical extension of the cross (aspiration), 
shielded by an external (sensitive) crescent (receptivity), forming a spiri- 
tual trinity (the god’s trident) exalted above matter— 
symbolizes the transcendence of essence over form. 

Floating beyond the mundane realm are stratospheres of 

inspired imagination—dreams, visions, art, glamour, faith, 

fantasy and illusion—all of which may instrument personal 
self-realizations from within the prevailing cultural styles and trends. ¥ 
guides the individual aspirations of writers, poets, painters, musicians, 
dancers, actors—any artists who explore and express their creative 
imaginations and their altered or expanded states of awareness. Its inef- 
fable vibration weaves a veil so subtle and seductive, it seems real. Isn’t 
life but a dream, after all...? 

¥ charts our subjective sense of obligation to life in the material 
world, a conformity to societal pressures and expectations, along with 
the need to escape or evade these, to envision and fantasize—indeed, to 
transcend the physical plane altogether. ‘'s highest virtues are compas- 
sion and understanding, renunciation, and a willingness to suffer the 
flesh to achieve an immortal or spiritual orientation. The god of the 
oceans has dominion over the astral unconscious of the masses, with its 
great reservoir of old belief-systems and unfulfilled ideals. Ultimately, ¥ 
symbolizes the universal trend towards a generic homogenization of cul- 
ture, as well as our spiritual responsibility to serve the collective needs 
of this evolving global village. 

The glyph for P-the seed of potentiality, poised above 
the crescent of receptivity, and elevated above the cross of 
materiality—depicts soul creating spirit out of matter. As a 
Cosmic %, P symbolizes the Universal Mind, cultural self- 
realization as it formulates and communicates new social 
concepts, lighting the path toward universal citizenship. It shows how 
any obsessing vision will or will not serve the potentials of group pro- 
gress, and how ruthlessly impersonal the process of transformation can 
be in the greater context of world-wide developments. P's pace in the last 
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century has been very intense and relentless, bringing with it an earlier 
cycle of collective karma from the dark (undiscovered) depth of human- 
ity's past, at least since its south node passage at 20° 4 in the 1770s. The 
acceleration of human and planetary evolution in the 20" century, cli- 
maxing with B's re-seeding of ¥'s orbit, has brought us to the very brink 
of potential disaster, gambling with the risk of high-stakes catastrophe as 
we spin the Great Wheel of Life/Death/Rebirth in the Cosmic Casino. In 
only seven quick decades, we've seen much abusive damage and destruc- 
tion to our Earth's environment in the name of economic and technologi- 
cal progress, and synchronously we've penetrated deeply into the very 
nature of consciousness and existence, including the psychologizing of 
our own inner and under-worlds. 

The postwar generation of baby boomers, their offspring, and several 
generations to come, is expressive of the ¥-P Long Sextile—an aspect 
of assistance, encouragement, co-operation and productivity. This Long 
Sextile fosters practical group-awareness, with its focus on serving so- 
cial needs to the betterment of humanity. The philosophy of life for a 
whole century of souls "involves a sharp rationalization of the necessity 
that everyone somehow justify oneself through significant individual 
accomplishments"*—especially as these serve and empower the larger 
group destiny. 

Seismic individuals like John Lennon and Bob Dylan were stellar ex- 
amples of their generation from the earlier Phase One septiles (1938-41). 
Now, children born in the first two decades of the 21" Century will be 
stamped with the current septiles. Here is another obsessive/compulsive 
generation, ready to take on the world, using creative innovation and 
radical tactics to help dissolve rusty old power structures and transform 
uptight societies. They will also seek to eliminate the tyranny of a per- 
vasive corporate hegemony, which benefits only a wealthy few at the 
expense of the impoverished many. In the sixty years between these sep- 
tile periods, has been conjunct both P in Tlf (the rebellious revolutions 
of the1960s), and ¥ in % (the global corporatization of the 1990s). 
There will be no other trans-) conjunctions during the present century. 
Thus the seeds have been sown, and the cycles already under way— 
including the 2000 4 ¢ * at 23° G, the last of their passing phase of 
earth-sign meetings before mutating into air in 2020—will need care- 
ful and conscious cultivation, in order to reap healthier harvests of pure 
organic foods and sustainable economic prosperity for everyone on the 
planet. 


+ Marc Edmund Jones, Essentials of Astrological Analysis. Sabian, 1970. 
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armic Septiles 
Septiles, however, represent relatively fated (star-crossed) 
turning points on the wheel of fortune. The 7, as eternal 
return, suggests the inescapability of karma—the Law of 
Cause & Effect. Mare Jones defines fatality as a 
...subconscious determination to recreate some prior chapter of 
human effort, to sink the roots of self deep in the past, and fix the 
life into irrevocable grooves of self-accepted compulsions and a 
narrowed destiny, as a basis of further realization or fulfillment of 
individuality. When the potentials do not culminate in actual 
achievement, adding to the stream of race background, there may 
be an intensified and subtle frustration which may blight the life 
and often precipitate tragedy.’ 


Septiles reveal the karmic inevitability of fate at work. 

‘The waxing septile is indicative of possession-karma. Is it no wonder 
that the love of money, the greed for profit, and the lust for power have 
become defining issues of our times? Could it be that capitalism and 
democracy cannot co-operatively co-exist? If we are all in the same 
boat, how absurd is it that some have and hoard more than others? Why 
does the waste of the wealthy exceed the needs of the poor? With over 
billion people and limited capacity on Plane Earth, it is now absolutely 
imperative that land, money, goods, services, human and natural re- 
sources be shared and used for the improvement of humanity's lot, rather 
than the continued inequity of its present fate. The exalted principle of 
stewardship is the redemption of possession and attachment karma. If 
negative P is a symbol of ruthless greed and profit motive, perhaps posi- 
tive # can provide the compassion, understanding, trust and forgiveness 
needed to heal the pain and suffering caused by human ignorance, vio- 
lence, fear and insecurity. Unfortunately, old habits die hard. The ma- 
nipulation of the masses through media, money, and power politics is a 
perversion of P's promise, whereas 's web of illusion, intrigue, and 
scandal is often used as subterfuge to distract public attention away from 
hidden political agendas, which camouflage their own corruption with 
lies, hypocrisy and image-spinning, and ultimately subvert the loyalty 
and trust of the people. 


5 ibid. 
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/ at Cats & Plutocrats 

If the Phase One ¥-P septiles coincided with Hitler’s reign of 

terror, Pearl Harbor, WWII and ultimately the Atom Bomb, 

what does this next prolonged period portend? The current 
Phase Two septiles got under way in earnest by December 2000, at 
which time the US supreme Court over-ruled the popular democratic 
vote in a high-level coup d'etat of the American presidency. Two » cy- 
cles after WWII brings the rise of another diabolical force—a powerfully 
hostile, nefariously conservative, plutocratic "oily-garchy"—now poised 
to rape the planet and rip off the people, while bullying and bushwhack- 
ing leaner and greener governments around the world. 

The immediate problems of humanity, unless resolved, are bound to 
have long-range repercussions. Aside from animal and human cloning 
projects, greedy corporate giants like Monsanto and Aventis use bioge- 
netic engineering and spurious legislation to patent genetically-modified- 
organisms, then contaminate the natural food chain with dangerous, un- 
regulated seeds and crops, in order to control the food supply and make 
billions. The continuing pollution of the planet by filthy fossil fuel in- 
dustries, the unchecked degradation of animal, human and environmental 
health by avaricious pharmaceutical firms, and the cruel slave-labor 
practices of mega-wealthy corporations endanger the welfare of current 
and especially future generations. Unenlightened policies of powerful 
governments and businesses exacerbate the dangers of global warming, 
toxic/nuclear waste, air/water pollution, and threaten to damage the frag- 
ile, eco-systemic balance of nature itself. So-called free trade agree- 
ments are little more than fast-track profit schemes that take advantage 
of poor nations and lax environmental standards, while karmically en- 
riching only multi-national board members and their political counter- 
parts. Many Monsanto directors, for example, are also lawmakers in the 
FDA and other government agencies!® 

There are destined to be major confrontations between faceless cor- 
porate plutocrats (using their bought-and-paid-for politicians plus their 
aggressive police enforcers), and Earth-friendly groups of altruists and 
activists who will stand up for their rights-human, civil, democratic and 
environmental—especially as they realize their common ideologies and 
actualize their own power in numbers. The Sabian degrees suggest the potential 
for full-fledged revolution by rebellious workers, consumers, and protesters 
alike. The new millennium grassroots organizations, watchdog groups and envi- 
ronmental activists are now forming world-wide democratic coalitions, in order 
to educate the people, overturn the oligarchy and combat corporate domination. 


® Greenpeace International Website, Genetic Engineering, 2001 
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/ he Urge to Purge 

The incipient Phase Two septiles mark a crucial stage in hu- 

man history, a celestial warning signal, a global condition of 

"red alert". Great evolutionary forces are at work, in which we 
must overcome the karmic ghosts of our collective past—the ancient 
racial feuds, the wanton conquests of civilizations, the wars for power 
and control—and build a new model of intelligent life on our planet in 
the Universe. Humanity now faces its karmic crisis of inevitability. We 
are due to experience profound evolutionary transformations during a 
12-year process of deep change. As ¥ applies to its Long Septile with P, 
many strange and fateful events will have far-reaching effects and in- 
stantaneous global repercussions. Upheavals and dissolutions may lead 
to chaos and anarchy. Plutocratic powers and controlling corporate 
economies may get so top-heavy that their bottoms collapse, affecting 
the daily lives of millions of people. Will another major war be on the 
horizon? Will it simply be business as usual? 

The zero decade is not likely to pass without some catastrophes, 
whether natural or man-made. No matter what the circumstances, the 
next twenty years will be over-shadowed by the celestial umbrella of 
these ¥-P septiles and their not-so-subtle warning to resolve the socio- 
economic imbalances and inequities of possession-karma, or risk heavy 
cultural and environmental damage and destruction. We shall be obliged 
to answer the inevitable call of selfless service to our fellow humans. 
The new group-obsessions of 21st Century seed people will be to pre- 
serve and nurture life through its hard times, to expand the spiritual ca- 
pacity of the human race, and to guide future generations into a more 
peaceful and enlightened epoch. We may be unable to prevent what Na- 
ture has in store for us, but we are able to change our own human na- 
tures. By letting go of the past, learning from mistakes, and elevating 
human rights over financial motives, perhaps we may turn the Informa- 
tion Age into an era of Fraternal Love and Humanitarian Wisdom. 
Whatever the astrological signs and portents, we need to love, honor and 
respect all our brothers and sisters here on Spaceship Earth. And inas- 
much as we are only as healthy as our environment, we need to take ex- 
cellent care of our precious little planet and all natural life upon it, while 
we still have a choice and a chance. 


/ he ¥-B Septile Calendar 
This timetable includes: (1) the critical dates when ¥ and P 
form an exact Septile aspect of 51° 26'; (2) the dates before 
and after these when they come as close to exact, still within 
14° orb (the actual are is in brackets); and (3) the dates when each has 
its final ingress into the signs through 2044. Due to their relative speeds, 
Septile Phase One is shorter, seven years—from January 1936 to August 
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1942 (¥ faster than 2); while Phase Two is longer, twenty-two years— 
from December 1995 to January 2018 (¥ slower than PB). Throughout 
the new zero decade, they will remain within orbs of Septile (50-53°) for 
months at a time, intensifying their combined effects and bringing events 
into sharp manifestation. The most dramatic periods will be during and 
between the dates given—December, January and February each year, 
when the septiles are exact—as well as during triggering transits from 
the other planets, solar eclipses and lunar nodes. Further significant 
turning points will occur during the pivotal direct and retrograde stations 
of ¥ & B, which happen annually—in May-June and October-November 
for ¥, and in March-April and August-September for P. 


Table 1: 
¥-B Septile Calendar 
Phase One Phase Two 
1936-42 1996 - 2018 
2/01/1936 — (50° 18") 12/24/1995 — (52° 43’) 
2/02/1937 (51° 10°) 12/25/1996 — (52° 26’) 
12/27/1997 — 52°11") 
3/271938 — 11/17/38 12/29/1998 — (S1°57’) 
4/28/1939 — 10/21/39 1/05/2000 — 51°45’) 
6/10/1940 — 9/19/40 1/06/2001 — 51°34’) 
8/05/1941 — 51°40") 12/23/2001 — 1/13/2002 
8/08/1942 — (52° 23") 12/10/2002. — 2/01/2003 
12/04/2003 — 2/10/2004 
12/01/2004 — 2/14/2005 
11/29/2005 — 2/19/2006 
12/10/2006 — 2/22/2007 
12/05/2007 — 2/22/2008 
Ingresses 12/09/2008 — 2/20/2009 
12/16/2009 — 2/16/2010 
P> # 11/10/1995 12/28/2010 — 2/07/2011 
¥o> = 11/27/1998 
PB > # 11/28/2008 1/21/2012, — 51°29") 
¥ > HX 2/04/2012 1/20/2013 — (51° 39") 
Bo > mm 11/20/2024 1/21/2014. — (51° 52’) 
# > T 1/27/2026 1/23/2015 — (52° 06") 
¥ > 8 3/23/2039 1/24/2016 — (52°21°) 
BP > kK 11/19/2044 1/27/2017 — (52° 38") 
¢ = I 2051-52 1/22/2018 — 52°58’) 
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Two Dreams of Imprisonment 


ROBERT FEIK 


Ina previous article! I demonstrated the application of 
horary techniques to dreams. Themes in a dream horo- 
scope were shown to have a striking degree of correla- 
tion with images in the dream. 

Here I apply this approach in a comparison of two 
dreams, reported by different dreamers, but containing 
similar themes and images. If, as suggested, dream im- 
ages are accurately reflected in the dream horoscope, 
then the similarities (and differences) in the two sets of 
dream images should be apparent in their respective 
charts. For the two powerful dreams presented below, 
this is indeed the case. 


ERRY’S Nazi Dream 
Kerry’s dream took place at 4a.m. on 15 June 2001; at a 
beach resort located somewhat North of Brisbane. Instead of 
a relaxing holiday with her husband, a frightening dream, on 
the first night, cast its shadow over her. 

The dream is as follows: 


I am in sort of warehouse/institution on some sort of business. 
Finding things? On the way out I want to talk to Jane (a friend) but she 
is sitting at a table chatting in a group (of women) and doesn't have time 
to talk to me then; I leave saying I will be back; a sense of fear is build- 
ing up; I also have business at a church where ‘my family’? (I don't see 
them) are hiding out? I promise I'll be back, after helping a woman in 
by means of pushing a coded disk through the key hole; the tension 
mounts up—the Nazis are coming, everyone must hide—I’ve left it too 
late to get back to either of the two safe places (they will be expecting 
me); I hide behind a wardrobe; I am wearing a white dressing gown; I 
am eventually found and taken away by the local police (who are 
‘apologetically’ working for the Nazis). 

am placed in a room with a group of other similar ‘middle-aged’ 
women; I plead with the female officer; she gives me two hairclips; I beg 
her to give me a cyanide capsule (to take when things get too bad); I 
don't know what to do with the hairclips so I put them in my hair; I am 


' Considerations, Vol. XVI, No. 2, May-July 2001 
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worried about just wearing a dressing gown; the women in the group 
are supportive and huddle together; the door opens and I see the room 
next door—another group of women but younger in an old, run down but 
‘classic’ room; they are chatting and seem unperturbed; a bowl of water 
comes round; everyone takes their share (carefully) including me; the 
last woman grabs it and drinks before the second last woman has her 
turn; there is a sense of doom. 


At this point the dreamer woke briefly, frightened and disturbed, with 
a graphic sense of actually having been there. The dream’s powerful im- 
pact came out of the blue. The dreamer had no personal associations 
with the Nazis or World War II, although it turned out that her husband 
had a Jewish father whose family was killed in the holocaust. 


LLEN’S Hostage Dream 
I Ellen’s dream occurred at 5:30am on 8 June 2001, seven 
days before Kerry’s dream. The dreams are quite independ- 
ent. Kerry had not heard Ellen’s dream before her “Nazi” 
dream and neither dream was discussed in their dream group 
until several weeks later. Ellen’s dream follows: 


I am driving in a car, unfamiliar trip, hilly, windy road; at times 
I walk a hilly pavement, ducking under overhanging trees; next Iam in a 
house with Jane (sister) and a boy (6 or 7 years old, sense of Jeremy); 4 
people come into the house—we are hostage; I know there are more 
people out back like us; I say to Jane ‘they're going to kill us, aren't 
they? She replies’ yes’; there is a vision of them shooting us, but not yet 
- it happens later (or was it in a previous dream)—I recall it’s like they 
spray us with bullets. 

Lizzie (is it her, like a younger me, 11-14 years old?) sitting next 
to me?? nonchalantly gets up and gets bag; we eat biscuits, very large 
round cracker/dry type biscuits; I later I talk to female (she's one of the 
invaders) about biscuits, they're very tasty, potato'ish and that we don't 
have them in Australia; they search bags for car keys; earlier there was 
a conversation from captors—her? re: stupid poodles in Australia. 


Ellen woke up knowing the killing is to come and wondering why she 
had the dream again—she had a sense of the killing theme being a re- 
peated one. In discussing the dream, Ellen mentioned that Jane was an 
older sister. Jeremy was her youngest sibling, eight years younger than 
Ellen, and had drowned at 17. Lizzie was another sister, 2 years younger 
than Ellen, and had died at 21. 

A quick inspection reveals a number of common themes running 
through the dreams. For example: 
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Upper Right 
Kerry's Nazi dream 
Natal Chart 
18 Jun 2001 
4:00 am AEST -10:00 
Noosaville, AUSTL 
26°S24" 153°E04" 
Trople “i 

Tropical 
Placidus 
True Node 


True Node 

cidus 

Tropical 

Geocentric 

37°S49' 144°ES8 
Melboume, AUSTL 
5:30am AEST -10:00 
8 Jun 2001 

Natal Chart 

Ellen's hostage dream 
jottom Left 


The Two Dream Charts 


1. Both dreams are located in an unfamiliar place, in a foreign 
country; 

2. First human contact is a woman (coincidentally called Jane) fol- 
lowed by a first sense of danger; 
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3. There is a building (church or house) associated with family 
members; 

A sense of fear and doom builds up; 

The dreamers find themselves imprisoned by the enemy; 
‘Women are chatting; 

There is shared drinking or eating (bow] of water, biscuits) prior 
to threatened death. 


saws 


The overall close similarity of the charts is immediately obvious. The 
fact that such similar dreams are found to have such similar charts is in 
itself a notable synchronicity—apparent to anyone with minimal knowl- 
edge of astrology. However, I will also show that there is a close correla- 
tion between the detailed dream images and astrological themes in the 
dream chart. At the same time, since the charts are not identical, we have 
a sensitive check on differences in detail between the two sets of dream 
images. Some general comments on the major similarities and differ- 
ences are appropriate before we go on to a more detailed look at the 
dream charts and images. 

First, looking at the major similarities, notice that both charts have a 
& Ascendant. Its ruler, 2, signifies the dreamer. In both dream charts it is 
located in the 12" house, the joy of and house of enemies, imprisbn- 
ment, captivity and “all manner of affliction”. The dreamers’ co- 
significator is , which is ill disposed with no essential dignity, being 
peregrine in both charts. The ruler of the 12" house, is 0", “a lover of 
slaughter and quarrels, murder...’* when ill placed. As ruler of the 12" 
and 7" houses, ¢ signifies both hidden and open enemies. In both charts 
o is retrograde in the 8" house of death, which also contains €, in mu- 
tual reception (by exaltation) with o. Lilly says: “for 6, ...when he was 
joined with the evil planets their malice or the evil intended thereby was 
doubled or trebled, or extremely augmented..” 

Thus we see that the dreamers’ primary significator, 2, in the 12" 
house, is linked with the ill disposed “evil” planets, » and ’, the latter in 
the 8" house with 3. This is entirely consistent with the themes of im- 
prisonment, fear, violence and death, which characterize both dreams. 
But why the appearance of Nazis in Kerry’s dream? It turns out that Hit- 
ler, a name synonymous with Nazis, has 2 in 8 as his natal chart ruler 
and ruler of both the 12" and 8" houses. Furthermore, Hitler’s 9 is con- 
junct his natal o in 8 and square his natal % in §2, both of the latter two 
planets being at fall. A specific correlation with Kerry’s chart is the fact 


? William Lilly, Christian Astrology (CA), p. 56 
* CA, p. 66 
“CA, p. 83 
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that Hitler’s natal chart ruler, 9, is exactly conjunct Kerry’s natal chart 
ruler, $ in 5. 

As a second general observation, an important difference between the 
two dream charts is the position of the ). In both charts the ) rules the 
3™ house (communication, siblings), and in Kerry’s chart the ) is in the 
11" house, of groups. This correlates with the recurring theme in her 
dream of women ()) chatting (3" house) in groups (11"" house). Ellen’s 
dream also has chatting women, though not now in groups. Her ) is in 
the 8" house, of death, i.e. the death of siblings (3" house), a theme un- 
derlying her dream - Lizzie and Jeremy are dead in real life, Jane is 
about to be killed in the dream. 


etailed Astrological Examination 
We turn now to a more detailed examination of astrological 
themes in the dream charts. Although there is no planetary 


hour agreement with the Ascendant for either chart, the hour 
rulers, ¥for Kerry and ¢ for Ellen, are both pointers to the 8" house of 
“death, fear and anguish of mind” which characterizes both dreams. 
My aim here is not interpretation or judgment but simply the correla- 
tion of images in the dreams and themes in the charts. We will take in 
turn the common themes listed in the previous section. 


1. Both dreams are located in an unfamiliar place, in a foreign country: 
Foreign or unfamiliar places are shown by the 9" house. In both dream 
charts, is ruler of the 9" house, and is also the dreamer’s co- 
significator (in the 1“ house). Hence the sense of the dreamers being in 
an unfamiliar place in a foreign country. 

For Kerry, ® also rules ** on the cusp of the 10" house of business, 
hence the sense that she is in a place where a sort of business is being 
conducted. Her alternative sense of it being an institution points to the 
12" house, of institutions, where her primary significator, , is located. 

Ellen is also traveling in unfamiliar terrain (» ruling the 9" house), 
ie. am driving in a car, unfamiliar trip. In her dream chart the sign of 
se is intercepted in the 9" house. Lilly tells us that =~ signifies “hilly and 
uneven” places*—in the dream she is on a hilly, windy road; at times I 
walk a hilly pavement (in discussion she described the pavement as be- 
ing uneven). The “interception” of «* evokes the sense of constriction 
suggested in her dream where she is ducking under overhanging trees. 

2. First human contact is a woman (coincidentally called Jane) followed 
by a first sense of danger: 


5 CA, p. 54 
°CA, p. 99 
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For Kerry, Jane is a friend, signified by 4, ruler of the 11" house of 
friends. Note that 4, in the 2™ house, is ruler of the opposite 8" house, of 
death, and is opposite o”, the enemy Nazis. The dream image has taken 
us to 4 & o% on the 2-8 axis of loss and death (the Gates of Hades), 
which provides a pointer to what is to come. Hence, after contact with 
Jane, the dreamer gets the first inkling of danger—a sense of fear build- 
ing up. 

For Ellen, Jane is a sister, i.e. signified by ), ruler of the 3" house of 
siblings. ) is located with o’ in the 8" house, ruled by \ in the opposite 
house, thereby highlighting the same } o° o theme as in Kerry’s dream. 
As ruler of the 7” house (open enemies) o represents the four enemy 
invaders who enter the house. Thus, contact with Jane ()) immediately 
takes Ellen to the ominous scene that follows, i.e. four people come into 
the house—we are hostage. The sense of the invaders being a group with 
a common purpose is shown, in the Ellen’s dream chart, by o* also being 
ruler of the 11" house, of groups. 


3. There is a building (church or house) associated with family mem- 
bers: 

Kerry’s cosignificator () also signifies churches (9" house) and busi- 
ness (10" house). In the dream, Kerry says I also have business at a 
church. The church (where ‘my family’? (I don't see them) are hiding 
out) seems to contain either Kerry’s family, signified by © (4" house), 
or perhaps friends, signified by } (1 1" house). In discussion, Kerry ex- 
pressed some uncertainty as to whether they were family or friends, re- 
flected by the almost exact conjunction between © and \ in her dream 
chart. Both highlight o* opposite. 

Next, Kerry helps a woman into the church by means of pushing a 
coded disk through the keyhole. Astrologically, ) (women) in the i 
house (friendly help) applies to * » (the church, also Kerry). The )’s 
most recent past aspect was a square with ¥, the natural significator of 
keys’. In Kerry’s dream chart, 2 ¢ © evokes the image of the key as a 
coded disk®. % is ¢ Of (the people in the church) and &? o* (the enemy), 
i.e. the key is instrumental in the separation of the people from the en- 
emy (o*). 

In Ellen’s dream, she is in a house (signified by §, ruler of the 4" 
house) with her sister (3 house, i.e. )). In the chart, Ellen’s significator, 
Q, is linked by soft aspect with both ¥ and the ). We have noted earlier 


7 Unless otherwise indicated, planetary rulerships and other associations agree 
with those given by Anthony Louis, Horary Astrology, Llewellyn Publications, 
Minnesota, 1991 

8 The © ¢ ¥ is exact by the time ) makes its last aspect, a sextile, to them. Previ- 
ously ) has completed a trine with ¢ (the enemy) 
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that the ) is in the 8" house ruled by 4 and containing o”. Also, we see 
that 3 is o 4 and & o’, again emphasizing the 4 o° & theme, as with 
Kerry. 


4. A sense of fear and doom builds up: 

The images in both dreams point emphatically to the o 4 theme, with 
both planets linked to the 8" house of death and debilitated (¢" retro- 
grade, 4 in its fall). The o &° 4 suggests excessive violence. Hence, for 
Kerry, tension mounts up—the Nazis (i.e. 0) are coming—everyone must 
hide. Similarly, for Ellen, the four captors/invaders, i.e. o, are going to 
kill us. 


5. They find themselves imprisoned by the enemy: 

It has already been noted that both Kerry and Ellen’s primary significa- 
tor, 9, is in the 12" house, of imprisonment, while the 12" house ruler, 
o, signifies the invaders/captors/enemies and is, appropriately, natural 
ruler of violence and killing. 

In Kerry’s dream at this point there are several other images associ- 
ated with of (the local police) and 9, (clothes’, i.e. the dressing gown, 
and wardrobes’). Kerry begs for a cyanide capsule to commit suicide, 
another image appropriate to the 9/12" house theme. 


6. Women are chatting: 

This relates to the ) (women) as ruler of the 3" house (communication), 
and has been discussed in previous sections. Here I mention some small 
details from the dreams. Firstly, Kerry mentions that the women in the 
group are supportive. In addition, the women in the next room are chat- 
ting and seem unperturbed. These images are appropriate for the ) in the 
11" house of friendship and friendly help. 

On the other hand, Ellen seems to be carrying on a conversation 
(about biscuits and poodles) with the invaders. Curiously, they seem to 
be quite friendly. Lizzie is described as nonchalant, i.e. casual and unex- 
cited. This unusual calmness around captors/invaders who are about to 
kill them is explicable if we note that, in Ellen’s dream chart, o (the cap- 
tors/invaders) is also ruler of the 11" house (friends). It seems that o is 
both enemy and friend, i.e. a friendly enemy. 


7. There is shared drinking or eating (bowl of water, biscuits) prior to 
threatened death: 

The image suggests a sacrificial last meal shared by the dreamer. In both 
dream charts this can be readily associated with 2 (the dreamer), in the 


° CA, p. 353 
OA: 75 
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sacrificial 12" house, and its tuler, &. For example, we see that 2 rules 
the 6" house (foods, bowl-as-container). Lilly also gives drinking to 9". 
At the same time, o* rules the 7" house (sharing, as well as open ene- 
mies) whose co-significator is the ) (water)'*. However, & also rules the 
12" house (doom), and is in the 8" house (death, shared resources). No 
wonder that, in Kerry’s dream, the sharing is followed by there is a 
sense of doom, i.e. impending death, while Ellen wakes sensing that the 
“killing is to come”. 

In Kerry’s dream everyone takes their share but the sharing seems to 
evoke the self-centered aggression associated with co’, so that the last 
woman grabs it and drinks before the second last woman has her turn. 
This self-centeredness is absent from Ellen’s dream, where we have seen 
that o is toned down a bit by its connection with the 11" house. 

In an interesting detail, Ellen woke with a sense of the killing theme 
being repeated, and “wondering why she had the dream again”. Here is 
a pointer to o being retrograde in the dream chart, i.e. the killers have 
come back. Similarly, when Kerry returned to sleep, her dream contin- 
ued with the return of the Nazis (o retrograde) to check an incident. 


/ he Effect of Switching Charts 

The above examples have highlighted the close correlation 

between dream images and dream chart themes. It may be sug- 

gested that a similar correlation could be obtained regardless 
of the chart used. One way to test this is to switch the charts. I will con- 
centrate attention on those areas that differ between the two charts. 
These include themes related to 10", 11", 4" and 5" houses where the 
charts have different signs on the cusp, and to themes related to specific 
aspect patterns which appear in one chart but not the other. Doing this, 
the following observations can be made: 


1. In Kerry’s chart the ) is in the 11" house—this correlates with the 
repeated references to ‘groups of women’ which are a repeated fea- 
ture in her dream, If we put ) into the 8" house (as in Ellen’s chart), 
the ‘groups of women’ theme disappears from the chart; 


2. In Ellen’s chart, the ) is in the 8" house—this correlates with the 
underlying ‘death of siblings’ theme in her dream () rules the 3 
house of siblings). If we put ) into the 11" house, the general ‘death 
of siblings’ theme is not reflected in the chart: 


3. In Kerry’s dream, women are described as supportive, unperturbed 
—appropriate for the ) in the 11" house in her dream chart. This 


"CA, p. 321 
"CA, p. 54 
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correlation disappears if the ) is placed in 8" house, as in Ellen’s 
chart. 


4. On the other hand, in Ellen’s dream it is the captors/invaders who 
are friendly. This dual character of the captors (0°) can be seen in the 
fact that o also rules 11" house of friends, i.e. the enemies are also 
friends. If we use Kerry’s chart, friends are shown by 4, which is & 
o, i.e. friends and enemies are clearly opposed. 


5. In Kerry’s dream there is uncertainty about whether family (4" 
house) or friends (11" house) are in the church, i.e. 4 or ©. We have 
noted \ is exactly ¢ © in Kerry’s dream chart, hence the confusion. 
On the other hand, if we use Ellen’s dream chart, then friends are 
signified by o and family by 2. These are in opposition in the chart, 
hence clearly differentiated. 


6. If Ellen’s chart is used, then there is no sense of Kerry being at a 
business (* rules #¥ on the 10" house in Kerry’s chart only). 


7. Similarly, Ellen’s image of walking a hilly pavement, ducking under 
overhanging trees correlates with * intercepted in her chart. This 
disappears if Kerry’s chart is used. 


8. Correlation between a number of other, specific dream images and 
themes in the dream chart disappear, or becomes more forced, if the 
charts are switched. For example, in Kerry’s dream the image of the 
key as a coded disk, © ¢ 3, only appears in her chart. Further, an im- 
age of two safe places can be seen only in Kerry’s chart, i.e. the gh 
house (a church) and 10" house (some sort of business), both ruled 
by %, a planet associated with tangible safety. In Ellen’s dream, the 
image of they (i.e. the captors) search bags for car keys, can be cor- 
related in her chart with o (the captors) o° $ (keys), which is * 2 
(purses, containers). The latter aspect does not appear in Kerry’s 
chart. 


These examples show that there is a significant deterioration in the cor- 
relation between dream images and astrological themes if the dream 
charts are switched. 


ostscript: 

There is one puzzling image in Kerry’s dream which I have 

not addressed, namely: she gives me two hairclips... I don’t 

know what to do with the hairclips so I put them in my hair. 
Some light can be shed on this if we look at the continuation of Kerry’s 
dream when she returned to sleep, namely: 
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The Nazis are gone—however some of them are coming back soon 
to check an incident; I am walking along the street and see two 
old people in a cart (male and female) throwing some (bright) 
pink hay onto a pile of bales of hay etc. (ordinary color); the man 
throws his hat accidentally (on a bale); I ask if he wants it back— 
he nods—I retrieve it and give it to him; I make my way to the 
church—is there anyone there? it will be a safe place. 


The image of a hat (or cap) being thrown onto a bright pink hay (the 
color of freshly cut flesh) conjures up a picture of “decapitation”. This 
can be seen as a similar image to the hair clips Kerry places in her hair, 
i.e. the “clipping” (shearing or cutting) of Kerry’s head covering. As a 
striking coincidence I noticed that in Kerry’s natal chart, ? (a key player 
in the astrology of the dream as already noted), is in 6 and conjunct Ca- 
put Algol, a star specifically associated with losing one’s head or decapi- 
tation. In the dream, both instances of “decapitation” are self-inflicted (I 
put them in my hair, and, the man throws his hat), i.e. suicide or self- 
undoing, a pointer to the 12" house. 


Conclusion: We have seen that virtually every dream image can be cor- 
related readily with themes in the corresponding dream chart, sometimes 
in surprising detail. Geoffrey Cornelius refers to a “mysterious, uncon- 
scious agency at work in our astrology”'*. Here we appear to have had a 
glimpse of that agency at work through the connection of the dream 
(Freud’s “royal road to the unconscious”) with the astrology of the 
dream chart. 


3. Geoffrey Cornelius, The Moment of Astrology, Penguin Arkana, London, 
1994, p. 71 
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MARTIN PIECHOTA 


/ HROUGHOUT history famous astrologers have attempted to 
correlate the planets with musical tones and scales. And right- 
fully so, there is evidence that the possibility of becoming an 
opera singer is related to the sun sign position at birth. Pytha- 

goras discovered the underlying factor that linked musical sound to num- 
ber and made of it the science of applied arithmetic called harmonics. He 
found that the pitch of sound from a plucked string depends on the length 
of the string, and the harmonious sounds that are given off by strings de- 
pend in turn on the ratio of those string lengths, these ratios being com- 
posed of simple whole numbers. ' 

To a Pythagorean, melodic space is purely mathematical, its dimen- 
sions absolute, fixed, and unchangeable. Within this absolute space there 
is a place for each note of the scale and, because the laws of mathematics 
fix each of these places, it must be the true location of any pitch.” 

The Pythagorean method of representing numbers as dots in areas 
leads naturally to the harmonic intervals that underlie music—the har- 
monic quality of the universe, or music of the spheres. According to Py- 
thagoras, the velocities of the heavenly bodies depend upon their dis- 
tances from the center, the slower and nearer bodies giving out a deep 
note and the swifter the higher note, the concert of the whole yielding the 
cosmic octave. The reason we do not hear this music, according to Py- 
thagorean thought, is that we are “like men in a smith’s forge, who cease 
to be aware of a sound which they constantly hear and are never in a po- 
sition to contrast with silence.”* 

Nichomachus held that all swiftly whirling bodies necessarily pro- 
duce sounds when something gives way to them and is very easily vi- 
brated; and these sounds differ from one another in magnitude and in 
region of the voice cither because of the weights of the bodies or their 
particular speeds.* 

Johannes Kepler interpreted Pythagoras’ statement, “There is geome- 
try in the humming of the strings. There is music in the space of the 


' Flora Levin, The Manual of Harmonics of Nicomachus the Pythagorean, 
Translation & Commentary, Phanes Press, Michigan, 1994, p. 17. 

? Ibid. p. 41. 

> DeAnna Emerson, Mars\Earth Enigma, Glade Press, Minnesota, 1998, 
pp. 169 & 172. 

* Levin, op. cit., p. 45. 
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spheres,” to mean that God’s secret was encoded in a series of planetary 
musical tones. Equating planetary speed with musical pitch, Kepler be- 
lieved that the faster planets trilled out high notes while the slower ones 
growled in the bass register.” 

Kepler had formerly tried to fit the five regular solids in between the 
spheres of the planets. Now he pointed out that the regular polygons, 
which could be constructed within a circle, yielded the astrologically im- 
portant planetary angles: square, trine, conjunction, opposition, sextile, 
etc. Kepler demonstrated that these angles were related to the total num- 
ber of degrees in a circle in the proportions of one-half, two-thirds, four- 
fifths, five-sixths, three-fifths, and five-eights. If he straightened his cir- 
cle into a violin string, the astrological angles would correspond to the 
different divisions upon which harmonics are based. He succeeded in 
demonstrating the mathematical relationship between the distances of the 
planets and their velocities.° 

Kepler’s laws of planetary motion were embedded in a lengthy at- 
tempt to express the music of the spheres (planets) in musical notation.’ 

Opera singing is a high level of vocal achievement. Vocalists must 
work especially hard for exceptional mastery of the vocal process. They 
choose to stand-alone. The opera singer must consciously set out to dis- 
cipline his mind and body to master his art. Once a high level of mastery 
is attained, the skilled vocalist must continue working at his art to main- 
tain his (her) mastery and to acquire skills to reach new heights. 

In the United States Congress there are more Tl) and members than 
any other sign over the history of the country. Unlike these individuals 
who rely on other people’s money to become famous, the vocalist must 
take an active role in his development that is both self-serving and pub- 
licly accepted by his listeners. When feelings are called for, a skilled vo- 
calist can shift her voice and adjust her pace until she has the crowd in 
her hand. 

Tl and ~ are mired in low tones. Applying this vocal ability to poli- 
tics, we find the droners—the people who bore you to death with mo- 
notonous tones. TI is noted for not allowing his audience to escape. He 
talks at you from a doorway or talks to you while you are standing at the 
door playing with its knob, trying to figure out some way of escaping his 
monotony. 

At the other end of the spectrum, the opera singer holds your attention 
with his beautiful vocal tones and when he finishes, you bring him back 
for an encore. 


5 Anthony Aveni, Conversing With The Planets, Kodansha, NY, 1984, p. 9. 

® Joseph Goodavage, Astrology the Space Age Science, Parker Publishing. NY, 
1996, p. 35. 

7 Rupert Sheldrake, The Rebirth of Nature, Park St. Press, VT, 1994, p.48. 
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The & individual is average in the vocal world, but he plays a great 
role in singing. His is the loudest voice in the church choir. He owns the 
voice that answers the preacher’s chants with great emphasis. In trying to 
let God know he’s there, he bellows out the notes not for the congrega- 
tion’s benefit, but for his own. 

In astrology, TI is the sign of the Virgin. Once the [I male attains pu- 
berty, he loses his heavenly virgin voice that can be heard in those won- 
derful boy’s choirs that sing church hymns and holiday songs that are so 
dearly loved. While the other sign’s voices escalate to higher octaves, 
Tl’s voice can degenerate into monotony. 


© Sign Profile of 2,076 Opera Singers 


TLS/UI/S[/Q]|Wl[+[M]x¥] 6[«] kK 
Soprano 59 | 59 | 58 | 56 | 46 | 54] 51 | 63 | 65 | 62 | 69 | 66 
Mezzo-soprano 12} 11) 17) 12) 9111) 6)2 
Contralto Is|9| 8} 8 |iuj}9/6/1 
Tenor 54 | 50 | 36 | 37 | 37 | 35 | 37 | 37 
Counter tenor -}-]}l>t-]-]-7ly2]-)-)-]- 
Baritone 35 | 26 | 35 | 26 | 21 | 19 | 21 | 29 | 22 | 43 | 22 | 26 
Bass baritone OTS E( 2 TIS (Sis LT spo] s 
Bass 20 | 19 | 11} 15] 21 | 14 | 14 | 16 [13 | 17] 12 | 12 
Castrato soprano 1{[3[-[-[i]-[-[3[1/2[4[7 
| Total 202] 173 | 172] 162] 153 | 147] 139178] 167] 198 [185[198 


Scientific research into voices has indicated that bassos have the big- 
gest mouths and the biggest vocal chords. Dr. Marco Di Girolamo, a ra- 
diologist and opera lover in Rome, who examined opera singers using a 
magnetic resonance imaging machine, presented his findings to the Ra- 
diological Society of North America. He said M.R.I. machines provide a 
better way to determine how to classify the vocal range of an opera stu- 
dent. The teachers and coaches who make the determination whether a 
student is, for example, a soprano or a contralto, or a tenor or a bass, can 
sometimes get it wrong. Apart from the harm this can do to a singer’s 
career, misclassification can also result in vocal cord nodes; a malady 
that causes hoarseness and that can force a singer to stop singing tempo- 
rarily. 

The study, which involved 12 men and 14 women, all professional 
opera singers, determined that the biggest factors influencing the range 
ofa singer’s voice were the size of the vocal cords and the shape and size 
of the vocal tract, which involves the mouth and the opening of the phar- 
ynx. Longer cords and wider tracts appear characteristic of singers with 
the low-pitched voices, like the baritones and bassos. 

The higher-pitched voices tend to occur among people with short 
cords and narrow tracts. The bassos’ vocal tracts measured an average 
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32.3 square centimeters; the mezzo-soprano measured an average of 14.6 
square centimeters, less than half found among the bassos.* 
t The table indicating opera singer voice profiles 
2 as relating to astrological © sign indicate T would 
A> have the biggest mouth, while II would have the 
smallest. 
While imaging machines might prove better 
judges of which opera student should sing in what 
, category, astrological tables can also prove useful to 
M. the student to help gain the confidence needed by 
® fortifying the student’s confidence that other 
members of a group (astrological sign) have proved 
successful overall in a vocal category. 
Using the table indicating voice profiles of opera singer and compar- 


ing it to the table of intervals one can compare the ratios of singers for 
pairs of opposing signs and observe the apparent trending. 
Table of Intervals 
Interval Ratio | Largest 
Number 
Unison Ted 1 
Octave 221 2 
Fifth 332 3 
Fourth 4:3 4 
Major third 5:4 5 
Major sixth 533 6 
Minor third O25: ig 
Minor sixth 8:5 8 
Whole tone O38 9) 
Semi tone 256: 245 256 
om. 173/178 097 | 
/# 172/167 1.03 =55=1 
S16 164/198 0.83 
Sofas 153/185 0.83 = 5/6 
WH 147/198 0.74 
alT 139/202 | 0.69 =5/7 


These ratios (1, 5/6, and 5/7) show a correlation. Turned upside down, 
6/5 is the Minor Third and 8/5 the Minor Sixth. 36/25 is the Diminished 
Fifth, and reversed this is 0.694, the T/= value.” 


® Eric Nagourney, “What A Big Mouth Means To Music” in New York Times, 
December 26, 2000. 
° Ken Gillman, Correspondence, July 30, 2001. 
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Dividing the voices into groups, the following deviations from the 
norm are found: 
Lowest : T (+3.12%). 
Middle : % (+3.48%) 
Highest : 1 (+2.20%) 


Values in Voice Range 
percentages Lowest _| Middle | Highest 
Expected 8.30 8.30 8.30 
T | Actual 11.42 10.49 S17 
Deviation | +3.12 | +2.19 | +0.81 
Expected 8.36 8.36 8.36 
3 | Actual 9.47 8026 7.98 
Deviation | +1.11 -0.10 -0.38 
Expected 8.54 | 8.54 8.54 
TI | Actual 6.96 | 11.61 7.57 
Deviation -1.58 +3.07 -0.97 
Expected 8.63 8.63 8.63 
& | Actual 6.96 8.48 7.49 
Deviation -1.67 -0.15 -1.14 
Expected 8.68 8.68 8.68 
Q | Actual 10.86 6.70 6.69 
Deviation |__+2.18 -1.98 -1.99 
Expected 8.93 8.93 8.93 
TM | Actual 7.80 6.70 6.69 


Deviation | -1.13 -2.23 -1.76 
Expected 8.28 8.28 8.28 


= | Actual 6.41 6.03 7.09 
Deviation -1.87 -2.25 -1.19 
Expected 8.05 8.05 8.05 

TM | Actual 8.91 9.15 8.06 


Deviation |_+0.86 +1.10 +0.01 
Expected 7.73 7.73 7.73 


% | Actual 6.41 6.92 9.02 
Deviation -1.32 0.81 +1,29. 
Expected 7.90 7.90 7.90 

@ | Actual 8.36 11.38 9.27 
Deviation | _+0.46 +3.48 +1.37 
Expected 8.16 8.16 8.16 

wx | Actual 8.64 6.03 9.91 
Deviation | +0.48 2.13 PFS 
Expected 8.44 8.44 8.44 

} | Actual 7.80 8.26 10.64 


Deviation -0.64 0.18 +2.20 


Nes 


Piechota: Voices 


2,076 Opera Singers 
compared to the Population 


© sign | Singers | Population | Deviation 
fo] 8.33 8.36 -0.03 
su 8.29 8.54 -0.25 
S 7.90 8063 -0.73 
Q 737 8.68 -1.31 
1 7.08 8.93 -1.85 
ss 6.70 8.28 -1.58 
a 8.57 8.05 +0.52 
x 8.04 7.73 | +0.34 
6 9.54 7.90 +1.64 
cd 8.91 8.16 +0.75 
x 9.54 8.44 +1.10 
at. 9.73 8.30 +1.43 
Values are percentages 
T is placed last for emphasis 
Observed Deviations 
v4 
1.5 
4 
0.5 
o| &, 
0.5 
4 
15 
-2 
601 6 Q7 + Wh 4 6 * HX T 


Harmony is found in music, the zodiac and in the molecular structure 
of life. Dr. Linda Long, biochemist and keyboard player and research 
fellow in complimentary medicine at Exeter University, claims to have 
discovered a whole new realm of music. Using a computer program de- 
signed by Jeremy Leach, a mathematical friend, she input the molecular 
structure of proteins found in herbs and converted them into sound. Her 
first experiment was with an antiviral protein from the herb pokeweed. 
To her surprise and delight, she found that each protein had a distinctive 
melody rather than random sequences of notes. “If an organism has 100 
proteins,” she said, “then you could produce 100 musical compositions 
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from that organism.” 

Dr. Long’s work has a precedent. In January 1988, Japanese geneti- 
cist Susumu Ohno decided to convert the genetic patterns of living cells 
into musical notation. He found that the notes derived from genetic codes 
are not just random notes some geneticists predicted, but music resem- 
bling that of the Baroque and Romantic eras. A portion of mouse ribonu- 
cleic acid, for example, sounds like a lively waltz. The score derived 
from cancer cells sounds rather somber, while the musical coding of the 
gene giving transparency to the eye is airy and light, filled with trills and 
flourishes." 


The ancient Greeks thought there were four basic elements that made 
up everything: earth, air, fire, and water. Under the weight of scientific 
investigation, this idea was eventually refined into a philosophical con- 
cept rather than a description of nature. There followed the periodic table 
of more than a hundred elements, ranging from hydrogen to heavy radio- 
active elements with short half-lives. 

But almost from the first, it was recognized that these elements were 
made up of even more elementary particles, which is closer to the Greek 
idea of basic “elements” as the fundamental building blocks of nature. 

Now science apparently thinks there are twelve such building 
blocks—six leptons and six quarks—the same as the number of astro- 
logical signs. The existence of the twelfth such particle, the tau neutrino, 
has recently been confirmed at Fermilab in Batavia, III., where physicists 
blasted a beam of protons into a tungsten plate." 

Note the number of signs showing opera singers divides into two dis- 
tinct halves much like the leptons and quarks that science believes are the 
building blocks of nature. The deeper science researches into nature, mu- 
sic, etc., the more it appears they are studying astrology and returning to 
the basic building block of learning—the Zodiac. 


‘° Plant Music, Fortean Times, Vol. 150, October 2001, p.8, which quotes an 
article in London’s Daily Mail, March 26, 2001. 

'' Phyllis Glade, “I See By The Papers”, Fate Magazine, November 2000, Vol. 
53, No. 11, Issue 608, p. 3. Quoting The Wall Street Journal. 
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Books Considered 


The Real Astrology 
by John Frawley, 2001. 
Apprentice Books: www. apprent ice.demon.co.uk 


Paper, 191 pages. $29. 


AJOR changes occurred in astrology during the 20" Century, 

not all of which improved it. John Frawley, an advocate of 

the old way of doing things astrological, isn’t at all happy 

about these changes. He believes they have so distorted and 
diluted astrology that the craft nowadays is but a shadow of its true self. 
Most of those who currently call themselves ‘astrologers’ are nothing 
more than impostors without any true knowledge of real astrology. 
Strong words! This book’s stated aim is to sweep away many of the mis- 
conceptions that plague modern astrology, and to replace them by intro- 
ducing the reader to the real stuff. 

Whether or not this ambitious agenda is completely fulfilled, the re- 
sulting book is somewhat rare among current astrological literature. If 
approached with an open, inquiring mind, it just might alter some think- 
ing about astrology. A chapter is reproduced in this issue of Considera- 
tions. 

Frawley explains that a student should begin first to learn horary, 
“which takes the moment and judges the likely consequences,” then 
move onto electional astrology, which can be seen as horary back-to- 
front as “we take the desired consequences and look for the moment 
most likely to produce that result. Only then do we come to the thorough 
study of natal astrology; for only through having attained mastery of ho- 
rary and electional will the student have acquired sufficient knowledge to 
be able to soundly judge the infinitely more complex matter of human 
life. But even natal astrology, the be-all and end-all of the craft today, is 
but a stepping-stone on the path...” with the different branches of mun- 
dane astrology for later study. Considerations’ readers should greatly 
enjoy this. —Ken Gillman 
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How to Give an Astrological Health Reading 
by Diane L. Cramer MLS., 1996 
AFA,Tempe, Arizona. Paper, 98 pages. 


/ HIS book's subtitle promises a step-by-step approach to dis- 
covering how to give a health reading using astrology, which 
includes determining the severity and duration of disease. 

Astrological health books, especially those from the past, 
are either too esoteric, listing uncommon diseases not pertinent to pre- 
sent-day maladies, or the research is incomplete, with cosmic influences 
and combinations that yield unreliable and unusable data. The explana- 
tions we usually find about the planetary rulers of disease and remedies 
are inconclusive and after the fact. They do not really help when an ail- 
ing client comes with a serious complaint. Furthermore, many astrologi- 
cal health researchers, past and present, use different rulers and a coher- 
ent, logical system is sadly missing in this important area. 

Astrology will persist of course, no matter how many insults or 
provocations there are to “prove” our science. The direction for medical 
astrology is not to provide proof that astrology works, which would be 
rather cumbersome and totally ridiculous. Instead, the goal is to me- 
thodically identify what works and what does not, and then to publish 
these results, as the author does here. 

Diane Cramer’s approach to astrological health readings differs from 
many of the earlier medical astrology books: it is more logical and much 
better explained. She covers the basics in a precise, holistic manner, 
which should encourage her readers to give more attention to this some- 
what underground yet fascinating subject. She explains her research us- 
ing an easy-to-understand format and systematically analyzes the 
strengths and weaknesses of an individual’s health as shown in the natal 
chart. We are informed how to determine the severity and duration of 
any illness. Astrologers giving health readings are not required to possess 
a medical degree, although the more knowledge one has in the health 
field the better. Even so, “medical astrologers should not attempt to di- 
agnose or cure a client but must refer the client to a licensed physician.” 
Astrologers should be content to leave the specific diagnosis to physi- 
cians. Our particular domain is mainly concerned with the timing and 
duration of situations and their potential outcomes. Hope is ever a viable 
healing aid. So is the correct knowledge. 

The case studies Cramer provides are excellent. Appropriate predic- 
tive tools—transits, solar arcs, progressions and returns—are applied. It 
is fascinating to see how much information concerning one’s recupera- 
tive powers is available. The nature of the aspects signifies whether en- 
ergies flow easily or are blocked or erratic. The water element helps 
flush out toxins, fire offers heat to burn through infections. 

Are health matters of interest to you or to your clients? You bet they 
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are, even if other topics take precedence when there is no health crisis. I 
don’t know that I’d even think to ask an astrologer for feedback on 
health issues, either preventive or traditional, before reading this book. If 
others have been shying away from this subject as well, don’t worry I 
also have the potential for every disease imaginable, according to the 
planetary associations listed in this book. I’d like to agree with Diane 
Cramer—tt is time to reopen this topic and to take a good look into it. If I 
may be so bold as to transfer some of the preponderance of my Aquarian 
ten-to-twenty-years ahead of its time, futuristic, unscientific and not 
provable intuition, I’d say that Diane’s research and those of the others 
she lists in her succinct bibliography provide many reasons why medical 
astrology will eventually develop into the hottest profession of its kind. 
This book is a gem. 

—Stephanie Forest 


Magical Living: Essays for the New Age 
by Bob Makransky, 2001. 
Dear Brutus Press: www.dearbrutus.com 
Paper, 178 pages. $14.95 


/ HESE essays are very much a continuation of Thought Forms, 
the author’s previous book, that discussed various mental types 
based on the placement of natal $ and introduced readers to a 
view of reality different from that which is usually accepted. 
Magical Living is not an astrology book, even though it contains a dis- 
cussion of Planetary Hours and provides weekly tables intended to en- 
able the dumbest New Ager to identify which planet is ruling the present 
moment at his or her location. Rather, this book contains more essays on 
how to live in that alternative world many were forced to vacate when 
the gates clanged shut at the end of the sixties. The proffered menu in- 
cludes the following titles: Channeling Spirit Guides, What We Can 
Learn From Plants, Following Your Feelings, Water Spirits, Why Love 
relationships Fail, Earth Magic, Luck, Spirit Possession, Two Kinds of 
Hurt, Acting With the Spirit, Spiritual Cookery, On Not Letting the 
S.0.B’s Get You Down, Photograph Gazing, Gardening Questions and 
Answers, Kidraising for Fun and Profit, and The Secret of Effective 
Prayer. 
Bob Makransky is a frequent, much appreciated contributor to Con- 
siderations. Readers may enjoy him wearing this other hat; I did. 
—Ken Gillman 
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PATRICE GUINARD, Ph.D. 


The Anti-Fatalistic Polemic 


"It should not be held that everything happens to men by 
reason of a celestial cause ... Things here below change by 
reason of a natural and mutable destiny, even though they 
take from the heavens the first causes of that change, which 
happens to them subsequently through some consequent 
circumstance." Ptolemy 


/ HOSE bodies of knowledge, such as astrology, which must 
continually confront their detractors are rare. As a result, it is 
often the case that a "defense" (or apologia) is appended to 
treatises on the subject, especially since the Renaissance. In the 

context of modern society, astrology is held in scant esteem; its princi- 
ples are denied any validity; its practices are ridiculed. It is called to ac- 
count to justify itself vis-a-vis a variety of institutionalized presupposi- 
tions, customs, beliefs and skepticisms. There exists no universal mani- 
festo against psychoanalysis, Voodoo, historical materialism or the im- 
materialism of Berkeley. No religious sect, doctrine or practice is so 
regularly vilified by the pontifications of the intelligentsia, nor is its 
voice left so willfully unheard by the skeptical deafness of those who 
claim to be the possessors of knowledge. Might it be sensed that astrol- 
ogy is the vehicle of a true alternative to unidimensional thought (Her- 
bert Marcuse) and to the society of the Show (Guy Debord)? In this case, 
it is up to astrologers to recognize the task before them, which consists 
primarily of thinking astrology, even without the permission to research 
(Frangois Furet), and not in reducing its terms to the standard set by the 
venality, cynicism and cowardice generated and maintained by our con- 
temporary mentality. 

The vulgarization and disfigurement of astrological discourse perpe- 
trated by those who write horoscope columns for the popular press, sell 
psychic phone services and market canned astrological interpretations— 
all of which are aided and abetted by the complaisance of the media and 
its editorial stance—harm astrology even more than the ostracism it ex- 


' Translation by Matyas Becvarov. 


83 


Guinard: The Manifesto 


periences in the scientific and academic communities. The agents of dif- 
fusion insure that only an £rsatz [imitation] of astrology appears on the 
scene of contemporary culture. This policy falls fully into line with the 
forces which drive mass consumerism and reinforces the disapprobation 
and a priori condemnations of a great portion of the intellectual commu- 
nity. The shelves of large, mass-market book shops fill up with insipid 
texts to the detriment of works of real quality. This situation, unthinkable 
twenty years ago, fuels anti-astrological sentiment. 

Objections to astrology fall into four categories: anti-fatalistic or anti- 
deterministic arguments, physico-astronomical arguments, ideological 
arguments, and technical arguments. And the stupidity of astrophobia 
adds at least three more types to the list: sociological (which comments 
on the commercial practices of an astrological community that includes 
Tarot card readers, psychics and diviners of every type imaginable); his- 
toricist (which beats a dead horse it cannot possibly hope to revive’); and 
scientistic (which denies the existence of any reality which its own 
methods cannot handle). 

Paul Feyerabend (1924-1994), an epistemologist of Austrian origin, 
remarks on the subject of the famous anti-astrological manifesto pub- 
lished in 1975*: "The findings of the '186 eminent scientists’ are based on 


> Cf. for example Antoine Letronne, who presents astrology as a "lying science" 
in "Sur l'origine grecque des zodiaques pretendus égyptiens," in: Mélanges 
d'érudition et de critique historique, Paris, Ducrocq, [1860], p. 44. Letronne is 
imitated by Pierre Duhem, who speaks of the "lying doctrine" (in Le systéme du 
monde, Hermann, 1958, vol. 8, p. 500), and Franz Cumont follows suit (calling 
astrology "the most monstrous of all the chimeras spawned by superstition") in 
Astrology and Religion Among the Greeks and Romans, (1912: New York, Do- 
ver ‘Publications, 1960, p. LX), as do Morris Jastrow, Aby Warburg, André Fes- 
tugiére, Fritz Saxl, or Auguste Bouché-Leclercq, who vilifies the "old tomfool- 
ery" of Egypt and Chaldea, Stoic philosophy, and Plato himself, suspected of 
being sympathetic toward astrology, especially in the Timeon, “where the habit 
of affirming extends itself with the greatest complacency and where the weaken- 
ing of reason is the most evident." (in: L'Astrologie grecque, Paris, Ernst Le- 
doux, 1899, p. 20. 

. "Objections to Astrology" in The Humanist, vol. 35, no. 5, 1975. The authors 
of this manifesto are the astronomer Bart Bok, the scientific popularizer of Law- 
rence Jerome, author of a classic work against astrology (Astrology Disproved, 
New York, Prometheus Books, 1977), and the ideologue Paul Kurtz, president 
of CODESH (Council on Democratic and Secular Humanism) and of CSICOP. 
(Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal), of 
which Bok and Jerome are members. One might well question the astrological 
competence of the 18 Nobel and 166 other scientific prize winners who figure 
among the membership (including the biologists André Lwoff and Jacques 
Monod, the astronomers Fred Hoyle and Owen Gingerich, the ethnologists Kon- 
rad Lorenz and Nikolaas Tinbergen, reconciled for the occasion, the biochemist 
Francis Crick, the behaviorist Burrhus Skinner, the economist Paul Samuelson), 
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an antidiluvian anthropology, on ignorance of the most recent findings of 
their own disciplines (astronomy, biology, and their branches), as well as 
on an inability to perceive the implications of the results with which they 
are familiar. This shows to what degree they are ready to impose their 
authority, even in fields where they have no particular competence." * 
The scientistic ideology, inheritor of the astrophobic moralism of Chris- 
tian theologians, legislates opinion in the name of certainty about its own 
standpoint and practices. No surprise there, since its presuppositions 
have replaced the dogmas of the Church, its techniques have invaded our 
way of life at every turn, its discourse spreads out in the same centers of 
academic life formerly occupied by the theologians, and finally, since 
there is in today's world no spiritual horizon beyond the borders of sci- 
ence, just as in the Middle Ages there was no horizon outside Christian- 
ity. 

The first adversaries of astrology—Greco-Romans, then Judeo- 
Christians, inheritors of the anti-fatalistic argumentation of the prob- 
abilist Carneades (214?-129 B.C.)}—ignored the most serious astrological 
works and instead contented themselves, following Cicero's example, 
with rear-guard literary polemics. As has been remarked by the Ameri- 
can Lynn Thorndike—one of those rare historians with breadth of vision, 
and perhaps the first who has approached the history of astrology, magic 
and alchemy with competence and a certain sympathy: "Only the ene- 
mies of astrology remained ignorant of the Tetrabiblos, continuing to 
level arguments at this art which do not address the presentation Ptolemy 
made of it, or those points he specifically touched upon. Thus, in about 
the year 200, Sextus Empiricus attacks astrology without mentioning the 
Tetrabiblos, and some Christian critics of astrology apparently did not 
read it." 

However, Ptolemy's late treatise is the last flowering of a long period 
of maturation. After the outpouring of pre-Socratic philosophy and the 
movement toward systematization from which arose in the 4" and 3% 
centuries B.C. the four principal schools of Greek philosophy—the 


particularly given the near nullity of astrological understanding on the part of 
Bok and Jerome (cf. Objections to Astrology, Buffalo, NY, Prometheus Books, 
1975). As Feyerabend observed in 1976: "If you had a single good argument, 
what would be the use of all these signatures? (...) Everybody who is somebody 
in science has given his name to support a document that is a gaffe of ignorance 
and lack of culture" (in: Dialogues sur la connaissance, French translation, Edi- 
tions du Seuil, 1996, p. 98). 

+ paul Feyerabend (in Science In a Free Society, 1978: London, Verso, 1982, p. 
5), who says that because of the poverty of its argumentation and the abundance 
of signatures, the document resembles a "scientific encyclical." (in: Dialogues 
sur la connaissance, French translation published by Editions du Seuil, 1996.) 

> Lynn Thorndike, A History of Magic and Experimental Science, New York, 
Columbia University Press, 1923, vol. 1, p. 116. 
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Academy of Plato, the Lyceum of Aristotle, the Grove of Epicurus and 
the Portal of Zeno—Greek metaphysics entered a curious period of 
eclipse, which showed itself clearly in treatises on the history of philoso- 
phy. It was precisely during this period (250 BC-150 A.D.) that astro- 
logical philosophy, under the influence of the Stoics, flourished in Ath- 
ens and Alexandria. Historians of philosophy have paid rather scant at- 
tention to movements of thought based on astrology, magic, theurgy and 
pagan religious philosophy, which took up the baton of Greek metaphys- 
ics and immediately preceded the establishment of Christianity. 

The pragmatic academician Carneades of Cyrene engaged a polemic 
—treknowned because it has been taken up again by every adversary of 
astrology from Carneades’ disciple Clitomachus of Carthage (187?-110 
B.C.) to the French Encyclopedists and historians of superstition in the 
18" and 19" centuries—against the fatalism of the Stoics and the astro- 
logical theories of Babylonian inspiration supported by Cleanthus and 
then Chrysippus. Franz Boll noted that Carneades' arguments are taken 
up by Christian writers without any significant change® and David 
Amand underlines the parrotry of the polemic: "It is always the same 
refrain served up with a desperate monotony; the same traditional argu- 
ments are brought to bear without cease. We should add that this po- 
lemic, which never moves on to fresh ground, has never been adapted 
seriously to perfecting astrological theories and techniques.’ The analy- 
ses of Carneades and the Skeptic Sextus Empiricus* formed part of a 
general critique of consciousness and of dogmatic philosophy; the situa- 
tion has not changed one whit with regard to the hastily drawn and least 
satisfying representatives of received modern thought, especially those of 
moralizing astronomers and biologists, who are the unimaginative disci- 
ples of masters from bygone centuries, e.g. Jean Sylvain Bailly, Jean- 
Baptiste Delambre, or even Camille Flammarion.” 

Anti-fatalistic argumentation exhibits a doctrine that predetermines 


° Cf. Franz Boll, Studien iiber Claudius Ptolemdus, in: Jahrbuch fiir klassische 
Philologie 21, Leipzig, 1894, p. 182. He is supported by Theodore Wedel: 
"Carneades clinched a series of arguments against astrology that has remained a 
model for centuries. They have been repeated many times by the Skeptics, were 
taken up again in their entirety by the Church, and reappear unchanged in Pet- 
rarch and Pico della Mirandola." (in The Medieval Attitude Toward Astrology, 
New Haven, Yale University Press, 1920, p. 6) 

’ David Amand, Fatalisme et liberté dans l'Antiquité grecque, Louvain, Biblio- 
théque de l'Université, and Paris, Desclée de Brouwer, 1945, p. 42. 

* Sextus Empiricus, Against the Professors, edited and translated by R. Bury, 
London, William Heinemann, 1949. 

° The astronomers Joachim Herrmann (Das falsche Weltbild, Stuttgart, Kosmos, 
1962) and R. Wiechoczek (Astrologie — das falsche Zeugnis vom Kosmos, 
Diisseldorf, Erb, 1984) are the German equivalents of Couderc, Schatzman and 
others who write in a similar vein in French. 
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both content and meaning, overvalues the efficacy of astral "influences" 
and the capacity of the mind to evaluate the transformations they osten- 
sibly bring about, and, above all, fails to recognize the power of other 
conditioning factors, classified by Ptolemy into three categories: hered- 
ity, factors stemming from the physical environment, and the socio- 
cultural milieu.'° The anti-deterministic line of argument in essence con- 
tains the objections developed orally by Carneades when speaking to his 
disciples'': differing life paths of individuals born in the same moment, 
whose natal charts are consequently similar, death en masse as a result of 
war or natural disaster of individuals born at different times (the inverse 
of the previous argument), physical and psychological similarity between 
individuals born in the same physical and cultural climate'?, and differ- 
ence in the life path of a human being and an animal born at the same 
moment." It is likely that anti-fatalistic arguments, the origin of which 
David Amand attributes to Carneades, were applied legitimately to the 
majority of astrological writings of that period, since those writings de- 
rived from Greco-Egyptian sources of the preceding two centuries, i.e. 
the beginnings of Hermetic literature in the 3" century B.C., for example, 
the Salmeschoiniaka and the Liber Hermetis Trismetisti edited by 
Thorndike and published by Gundel."* 

There remains the famous argument of twins, elaborated by Cicero'’, 
developed in the arguments of Carneades and discussed at great length 
by St. Augustine.'® The Pythagorean astrologer Publius Nigidius (99-45 
B.C.) was nicknamed "Figulus" (The Potter) due to his refutation of that 


te Ptolemy, La Tétrabible, translation by Nicolas de Bourdin (1640), edited by 
René Alleau, Paris, Denoél / Culture, Arts, Loisirs, 1974, p. 22. 

"' Following Socrates’ example, Carneades wrote nothing, and the voluminous 
work of Clitomachus has been lost. 

". This argument ignores the ethno-geo-astrological theory of climata, developed 
after the objections of Careades and Panetius, primarily by the Stoic Posidonios 
of Apamea (fl. 130-150). Cf. Franz Boll, Studien iiber Claudius Ptolemdus, in: 
Jahrbuch fiir klassische Philologie 21, Leipzig, 1894, pp. 181-188. 

5 Astrologers respond by relativizing the extent of the "emitting influence" to 
the nature of the "recipient" organism. Eustache, Lenoble, author of the most 
influential treatise published in French in the 17" century, who goes back and 
forth between refining astrological factors and justifying his own proven prac- 
tices, summarizes the question in a rather lapidary way: "Everything that is re- 
ceived, is received according to the fashion of the receptor, so that a single in- 
fluence results in a different effect, although of the same nature, in two people of 
different condition born at the same moment." (in Uranie, ou les Tableaux des 
philosophes (1697), subsequent edition Paris, Pierre Ribou, 1718, p. 244) 

* Lynn Thorndike, op. cit., vol. 2, p. 221, and Wilhelm Gundel, Neue astrolo- 
gische Texte des Hermes Trismegistos, in: Abhandlungen der Bayerischen 
Akademie der Wissenschaften, Miinchen, 1936. 

'S In De la divination, Il, 42-47, French translation published by Garnier, 1937. 
"© In La Cité de Dieu (V 5), French translation published by Garnier, 1937. 
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argument through comparing the celestial sphere to a container turning at 
great speed and justifying differences between twins by reason of the 
slight difference of their times of birth. Now, it is doubtful that the few 
minutes separating the birth time of two identical twins have any signifi- 
cance from an astrological point of view. Given that fact, it appears that 
the differences one observes with regard to character, behavior and espe- 
cially handwriting can be interpreted by the way the two individuals 
share the tendencies evident in the birth chart. So in fact, if twins form a 
kind of two-part identity, the argument returns, although not against as- 
trology, but rather against the common conception of a thorough-going 
determination of the individual on the sole basis of heredity and the 
socio-familial milieu, which in the case of twins are often identical— 
unless, of course, it is "free will" stirred up with a strong dose of chance 
which determines, for example, handwriting ... 

The first evident Mesopotamian astrology strikes root in the cosmol- 
ogy of Sumerian civilization: it is neither fatalistic, nor causalistic, but 
bases itself rather on a correspondance between the "above" and the "be- 
low", i.e. the celestial and the terrestrial, or between Anu (etymologically 
The On High), the god of initial creation who lacks any other particular 
function, and Ea (etymologically Lord of the Below), the god of con- 
sciousness and the civilizer of the human race. Their relation was 
watched over by Enlil (etymologically the Lord Air), the master of des- 
tiny, ruler of the space between heaven and earth. This ontological tril- 
ogy implies no divine action upon human beings, nor any causal relation- 
ship (as in Aristotelian thought), but rather a harmonization of which 
Enlil had charge, and which Ea, the protector of exorcists, had the ability 
to transform. 

In the earliest known "astrological" text, the series Entima Anu 
Enlii,'” compiled before the 15" century B.C., an astronomical phenome- 
non is held to be a warning, a signal to interpret. The collection includes 
70 tablets of predictions,'* each announcing itself in the form of a double 
proposition: the protasis (which indicates a condition and describes an 
astronomical event, situation or fact) and the apodosis (which indicates a 
consequence and suggests an interpretation). As De Wynghene has 
noted: "Literally, the translation should include two principal proposi- 
tions: This phenomenon has been observed: (therefore) such and such an 
event is taking or will take place."” 


” The title adopted by specialists adds to the confusion, since the incipit of the 
first tablet is Entima Anu Enlil Ea ("In the Time of Anu, Enlil and Ea"). 

'* Cf. Emst Weidner, “Die astrologische Serie Enda Anu Enlil" in Archiv fiir 
Orientforschung 14, 17 and 22, 1941-44, 1954-56 and 1968-69 (summary and 
commentary untranslated). 

" Hilaire De Wynghene, Les présages astrologiques, Rome, Pontificio Istituto 
Biblico, 1832, p. 30. 
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This syntactical form occurs in the majority of divinatory and "scien- 
tific" treatises, including the "codes of law," that of Hammurabi notwith- 
standing, in which the protasis announces the crime and the apodosis the 
corresponding punishment. One reads in a Babylonian manual, "Celestial 
signs, like those which appear on earth, give us indications."”” The inter- 
pretative statement is at first an observation: that of the experience ac- 
cumulated by generations of experts and observers. Then it becomes a 
law and an imperative, to which the community and the sovereign him- 
self must become subject. Above all, it is a possibility that reserves to the 
domain of experts a margin of latitude in its application and interpreta- 
tion. 

The astrologer of that time, the tupshar Entima Anu Enlil, was a sort 
of magistrate in the service of Enlil, charged with interpreting the divine 
mysteries. He did not believe in a strict astral influence. Moreover, Anu 
is a mysterious god, inscrutable, hardly accessible. The astrologer- 
astronomer was in addition complemented by the ashipu, a conjurer- 
healer dependent on Ea, whose function was to engage procedures for 
exorcism designed to mitigate the ineluctable quality of destiny. A mille- 
nium and a half before the Carneadean polemic, the first Akkadian as- 
trology was already well on the way to putting into place the fatalistic 
character ascribed to astrological doctrines which followed later. 


Astrophobia in the Scientific Community 


As soon as one assumes the astrological point of view, astrology 
becomes impervious to attack... It can be refuted by exterior 
criticism, one cannot destroy it by any immanent criticism. It is a 
unified metaphysics equally coherent as that of Aristotelianism. 
Eric Weil 


RGUMENTS of a pihysico-astronomical nature have only 
been brought to bear on the anti-astrological polemic in 
fairly recent times. Their proofs have never been conclusive, 
either, although some mistaken scientists still believe and 
express that misapprehension. To claim that the astronomer, by reason of 
his expertise, is "well placed" to pass judgment on the relevance of astro- 
logical development, is completely wrong-headed. Moreover, astrono- 
mers involved in true research have better things to do than refute astrol- 
ogy. As Feyerabend mentions, scientists "consider it self-evident that an 
astronomer and not an astrologer should be questioned about the validity 


?° Cited by Francesca Rochberg-Halton, "Mesopotamian Cosmology,” in Cos- 
mology, Norriss Hetherington (ed.), New York, Garland, 1993, p. 47. 
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of astrology's foundations."”' Even if astrology is supported by the data 
of astronomy, it requires other knowings, another approach to reality and 
a cognitive process foreign to the methodologies of the physical sciences. 
In short, it rests upon a different logic.” One should point out, as well, 
that some scientists take up arms against astrology not in their capacity 
as scientists, but rather as ideologues and pontificating representatives of 
the scientific establishment. 

Heliocentrism does not prevent the study of planetary incidences rela- 
tive to topocentric or geocentric benchmarks. Contrary to what Bouché- 
Leclercq, Cumont and Wedel affirm preemptorily,”® the "Copernican 
Revolution" has contributed to the discrediting of astrology, from which 
most astronomers, physicists and physicians still abstained between 1550 
and 1650.‘ Bernard Capp has shown that precisely this period marks the 
highpoint of English astrology.”* The scientific milieu of this first Co- 
pernican century remained very much attached to the principle of cosmic 
harmony and to its astrological consequences: one must wait more than a 
century after the publication in 1543 of Copernicus' De revolutionibus 
orbium coelestium for the idea of universe to become defined and the 
notion of cosmos to lose its denotative and connotative envelope. 

It was precisely the first astrologer-astronomers of the post- 
Copernican era who supported the new astronomy: as Thorndike has 
pointed out, Copernican theory was stated within an astrological milieu 
and it is a falsification of the history of the sciences to attempt to eradi- 
cate the traces of that fact, in which the minds of that era were steeped.”* 
Two German astrologer-astronomers, born a half-century before Kepler, 


1 Paul Feyerabend, Science In a Free Society, 1978; London, Verso, 1982, p. 
135. 

2 In the same vein, works that attempt to legitimize the base assumptions of 
astrological structures through energetic causality remain disappointing. Cf., for 
example, the works of Erich Winkel, Naturwissenschaft und Astrologie, Augs- 
burg, Seitz, 1928, or Michel Auphan, L'astrologie confirmée par la science, 
1988; Neuchatel, La Colombe, 1956, or the South African astronomer Percy 
Seymour, Astrology: the Evidence of Science, 1988; London, Arkana, 1990. Cf. 
also the innumerable statistical investigations reported by Geoffrey Dean and his 
team (in: Recent Advances in Natal Astrology, Subiaco (Australia), Analogic, 
1977). 

= Bouché-Leclereq (in L'astrologie grecque, Paris, Ernest Leroux, 1899, p. 1), 
Cumont (in Astrology and Religion Among the Greeks and Romans, 1912; New 
York, Dover Publications, 1960, p. XI), Wedel (in The Medieval Attitude To- 
ward Astrology, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1920, p. 89). 

* Despite the geocentrist partisanship of Nicolas Bourdin, the translator of the 
Tetrabiblos, or that of Jean-Baptiste Morin. 

5 "In the 16th century astrology was part of the scientific movement and was 
accepted by all the great Elizabethan savants." (in Astrology and the Popular 
Press, London, Faber & Faber, 1979, p. 180.) 

?6 1 ynn Thorndike, op. cit., vol. 5, p. 414. 
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were the heralds and the most forceful defenders of Copernican theory. 
Georg Joachim von Lauchen (1514-1576)", the Latin form of whose 
name was Rheticus, went in 1539 to Poland to work with Copernicus and 
published in 1540 in Danzig his Narratio prima, which simultaneously 
defends heliocentrism and astrology and motivated his elder colleague to 
publish his treatise. Erasmus Reinhold (1511-1553) published in 1542 a 
preface to a treatise on astronomy that spoke favorably of astrology, and 
then in 1551 he brought out the first Copernican ephemerides, the fa- 
mous Tables pruténiques. Despite the works of Thorndike, often cited 
but apparently little or badly read, one continues to find the statement 
that astrologers and/or astrology slowed the success of heliocentrism 
among the scientific community. 

In the main, the English astrological community supported Coperni- 
cus. One thinks, for example, of Thomas Digges (15452-1595) or of the 
celebrated John Dee (1527-1608): "During the first quarter of the 17" 
century, English astrologers were the same men, with some exceptions, 
as those who were engaged in the success of the revolution in astron- 
omy."”” Mary Bowden adds that in the 16" century the opponents of as- 
trology were not astronomers, but rather Puritan ecclesiastics.°° 

The argument centered around the precession of the equinoxes ap- 
peared as early as Origen. The astrologer Firmin de Belleval (14" cen- 
tury) recognized that fact. His statements were subsequently used against 
astrology by Nicolas Oresme in his Contra divinatores horoscopios 
(1370), by the theologian Jean Gerson, by Pico della Mirandola and by 
others, before becoming the icing on the cake of the sophist scientist. The 
majority of astrologers after the establishment of the Zodiac at the vernal 
point by Hipparchus of Nicea (190-120 B.C.), and especially after 


?7 He was born on 16 February 1514 in Feldkirch (Austria) under the © sign of 
}, like his master Copernicus. 
** Cf. for example Hervé Drévillon: "The Copernican revolution was, for as- 
trologers, a process of only slow and progressive reform." (in: Lire et écrire 
l'avenir, Sessel (Ain), Champ Vallon, 1996, p. 25). This work discusses French 
astrology of the 17th century—and unfortunately limits itself to that topic with- 
out considering either the preceding century or the situation in Europe at that 
time—and collects false evidence, countertruths and even inaccuracies (e.g. the 
"aphorisms of Ptolemy” referred to several times, or the 12 Centuries of 
Nostradamus). The professional astrologer becomes confused with the popular, 
with almanacs, prophesying, even with pseudo-Nostradamian predictions! The 
disappointments of astro-political prediction corroborate the assertions of ideo- 
logical anti-astrology of the century, without the arguments of the astrologers 
being presented in any serious way, or their major treatises, such as those of 
Jean- Baptiste Morin and Eustache Lenoble. 

» Mary Ellen Bowden, The Scientific Revolution in Astrology, Yale University 
(PhD. thesis), 1974, p. 218. 
*° Mary Ellen Bowden, op. cit., p. 34. 
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Ptolemy three centuries later, refer to a tropical Zodiac, based upon the 
division into three tropical signs in each of the four quadrants delimited 
by the intersections of the ecliptic and the celestial equator. Certain ob- 
scurantists, however, continue to invoke the influence of the constella- 
tions and the argument according to which the symbology of the sign is 
supposedly linked to the point in time at which the constellation was 
identified and named for the first time. This argument ignores that the 
essential elements of semantic content in the signs was only developed 
later, in the hermetic circles of the Greco-Egyptian world in the first cen- 
turies before the Christian era, which is to say, at a time when the signs 
and the constellations coincided. 

Astrological signs today no longer have a direct relationship with si- 
dereal constellations, which remain arbitrary groupings of stars the limits 
of which are uncertain. A huge cleft separates the constellation of M— 
which has about 15 stars of size 1, 2 or 3 (bright luminosity, e.g. Antares, 
Shaula, Akrab and Deschubba)—from the constellation of &, which has 
not a single one. How can one bring into some meaningful relation the 
principal star of 8, Aldebaran, over 60 light-years distant from the Earth, 
and the Crab Nebula, part of the same constellation, which is over 6,000 
light-years distant? The boundaries of the zodiacal and extra-zodiacal 
constellations are matters of convention; they vary according to the time 
and the culture, do not form an homogenous entity, in contradistinction 
to the solar system, and in point of fact exist only by effect of perspec- 
tive. 

Geminos of Rhodes (1" century B.C.), a disciple of the astro- 
philosopher Posidonios of Apamea and author of the oldest complete 
treatise on astronomy to have survived intact to the present day, pointed 
out at a time when signs and constellations were perhaps conflated, that 
the stars serve only as wayposts, as temporal markers, and not as agents 
of influence.*' This usage by the ancients of the stars and constellations 
as visual guideposts does not imply that they developed hermeneutic as- 
trology on that basis. It is this mistaken notion that leads astray those 
astrologers called siderealists. 

The theory of the precession of eras applied to horary astrology post- 
dates the Arabic theory of the "Grand Conjunctions." It was formulated 
explicitly at the time of the French Revolution by the historian of relig- 


3! "From that comes the fact that the rising of the stars, which are fixed in the 
course of the seasons, have served to indicate with precision changes in weather, 
which is not to say that the stars have the slightest power to vary the wind or the 
rain, but rather they furnish points of reference in our prediction of meteorologi- 
cal conjunctions." in: /ntroduction aux phenoménes, VII 10, French translation 
published by Editions des Belles Lettres, 1975, p. 85. In point of fact, Geminos 
rejects astro-meteorological predictions, but accepts astrological aspects and the 
practice of interpreting natal charts (cf. op. cit., I, 6-18). 
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ions Charles-Frangois Dupuis (1742-1 809).” 

The ayanamsa, i.e. the angular difference between the beginning of 
the tropical Zodiac and that of the sidereal Zodiac, has been given a 
dozen different values by Hindu horary astrologers, and there is an infin- 
ity of ways to define the constellations, assuming that one can first agree 
on their number. In the West, the beginning of the Age of Aquarius™ 
differs according to the astrologer or interpreter of cycles: all the way 
from 1752 (Cheiro) to 2813 (Robert Hand), with plenty of dates inbe- 
tween, e.g. 1844 (David Williams), 1897 (Helena Blavatsky), 1962 (John 
Sturgess), 1962 (Christian-Heinrich Meier-Parm), 1997 or 2143 (Carl 
Jung), 2059 (Dane Rudhyar), 2137 (Daniel Ruzo), 2160 (Paul Le Cour), 
2160 (Charles Carter), 2369 (Cyril Fagan), 2481 or 2647 (Sepharial) ...’* 

The “siderealist" schools increase quite uselessly the confusion within 
astrology and also represent those astrologers most vulnerable to the in- 
sidious argumentation of scientists, for whom they are an opportunity not 
to be passed up. Also to be noted is the ineffectiveness of practitioners 
who simultaneously use the tropical Zodiac for the analysis of natal 
charts and the so-called "Age of Aquarius" for analysis of cultural or his- 
torical manifestations, as if it were not the same operands that act on both 
individual and collective phenomena.”® 

Let us stay a moment longer with the topic of siderealist pseudo- 
astrology, not because its representatives occupy a significant place 
among astrologers, but rather because they are privileged correspondants 
—and the easy target—of scientific anti-astrology. Their principal argu- 
ment concerns the supposedly historic precedent of a so-called sidereal 
Zodiac. That argument usually calls to its support the beginning of the 


21 Origine de tous les cultes, ou religion universelle, 3 vols., Paris, H. Agasse, 
1794. Unfortunately for Dupuis, the cult of the bull which supposedly marked 
the beginning of the era of the same name did not appear in the 4" millenium 
B.C., but rather in the 7"", as the archaeological evidence from the Neolithic site 
of Catal Hiiyiik suggests: "In Sumer, then, as throughout the Middle East, the 
religious symbolism of the bull, attested from the Neolithic period, was trans- 
mitted without interruption." (Mircea Eliade, Histoire des croyances et des idées 
religieuses, Payot, 1976, vol. 1, p. 69.) 

* First developed in the circle of the English Theosophists, and more recently 
much touted in the sensationalist frenzy of proponents of the "New Age." 

* For more details on these dates, cf. Nicholas Campion, The Book of World 
Horoscopes, 1988: 2nd ed., Bristol, Cinnabar Books, 1995, pp. 544-552. The 
cycles of B-¥ and ¥-K regulate the rhythms of swings in culture and mindset. 
We are in the 7-# Era, and the date to keep in mind for the beginning of the 
"Aquarian Age" is 2164, which marks the occurrence of ¥ o )M in =. 

8 Cf for example the syncretic practice of Dane Rudhyar (in L’Historie au 
rythme du cosmos, French translation published by Editions Universitaires, 
1983). 
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fifth tablet of the cosmogenic tale Enuma Elish” created in the 2" mille- 
nium B.C. and recorded in a Babylonian version dating back to approxi- 
mately 1200 B.C.: "He [Marduk] gave term to the year, defined its limits, 
[and], for each of the twelve months, put in place three stars."*” This pas- 
sage stipulates the association of only three stars with each of the twelve 
months of the year, nothing more. Siderealists deduce from that basis 
that there existed at that point in time a Zodiac divided into decans et 
based on sidereal constellations! Now, in point of fact all one has to hand 
here is a marking by the calendar of the rising of stars in the 36 decans of 
10 days duration (assimilated only much later into Greco-Egyptian as- 
trology) in the course of the secular year. Similar documents, the "diago- 
nal calendars," have been found in Egyptian tombs of the Middle King- 
dom. The oldest of them dates back to the beginning of the 21" century 
B.C.** Neugebauer has shown that these constellations lie along a south- 
ern band roughly parallel to the ecliptic.” 

One finds similar lists of the 36 constellations assigned to the twelve 
months of the year in Assyrian tablets of the 12" and 11" centuries B.C., 
in the circular and tabular "astrolabes,"®° and in the famous astronomical 
compilation entitled Mul Apin ("The Constellation of the Plow").'' The 
constellations are situated on the horizon (at the point of observation for 
their rising and setting) and grouped into three zones (or "paths of the 
Sky") according to their declination: the zone of Anu (the belt going ap- 
proximately 15° on either side of the Equator), the zone of Enlil (north- 
erly declinations beyond 15°N) and the zone of Ea (southerly declina- 
tions beyond 15°S). 

These constellations, imperfectly distributed here according to posi- 
lion vis-a-vis the Equator, are stellar markers.” The question of a Zo- 
diac, be it tropical or "sidereal", such as one finds in astrological symbol- 
ism in its different phases, is not germane here, because at that particular 
juncture no Zodiac existed, only an annual system for marking constella- 


°° The title of the "Poem of Creation" comes from its first line: Eniima elish la 
nabiti shamamu, “When On High Heaven Was Not Named." 

57 In the version of René Labat, "Les grands textes de la pens¢e babylonienne," 
in Les religions du Proche-Orient asiatique, Fayard, 1970, p. 55. 

** Cf. Bartel can der Waerden, Science Awakening II: The Birth of Astronomy, 
1965; Leyden, Noordhoff, 1974, pp. 14-26. 

» Otto Neugebauer, Les sciences exactes dans I'Antiquité, 1957; French transla- 
tion published by Actes Sud, 1990, p. 118, and A History of Ancient Mathemati- 
cal Astronomy, Berlin/Heidelberg/New York, Springer, 1975, vol. 3, pp. 64-67. 
“° Cf. Bartel van der Waerden, op. cit., pp. 64-67. 

*| Cf Hermann Hunger and David Pingree, Mul. Apin: an Astronomical Com- 
pendium in Cuneiform, Horn (Austria), Archiv fiir Orientforschung, Beiheft 24, 
1989. 

* Cf. André Forisoone, "Les origines chaldéennes du zodiaque" in: Ciel et 
Terre, v. 66, 1950, p. 261. 
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tions in relation to the Equator. The constellations also had not yet ac- 
quired their symbolic connotations: their designations are simply formu- 
laic: the King, the Horse, the Snake, the Mad Dog, the Scorpion ... 

A later list (mentioned in the treatise Mul Apin), which contains sev- 
enteen constellations crossed by the ) (certain of which lie beyond the 
belt of the ecliptic, due to the inclination of the lunar orbit), testifies to a 
pre-zodiacal state. We know of another list made still later, neo-Assyrian 
in origin”, which mentions only fourteen constellations. The zodiacal 
division into twelve equal signs, not yet even outfitted with its symbol- 
ogy, is attested only as late as the beginning of the 5" century B.C. and is 
the invention of Babylonian astronomers.” It derives from a selection of 
the repertoire of constellations from antiquity and begins—is situated— 
with a fixed star, located at 10° T in what has been called System A, or 
at 8° of the same sign in System B. This difference, due to the precession 
of the equinoxes of which the Babylonians were likely unaware, is the 
result of a readjustment of observations. Neugebauer has shown that the 
supposed discovery of the precession by the Chaldean Kidinnu in 315 
B.C. or in 379 B.C.** was based on an error of reading."° 

The theories of Cyril Fagan, an astrologer of Irish origin and the in- 
stigator and inspiration for Western sidereal astrology, are in part based 
on this error by Schnabel.” In his practice, Fagan refrains from using the 
zodiacal meanings of the signs. Prudently, he refers only to planetary 
aspects and angles. It is in essence an aberration to make a If from a = 
or an T from a , because the current interpretation of the Zodiac (i.e., 
those meanings laden with astrological history), has been developed 
within the framework of "tropical astrology." The historical precedent of 
a sidereal Zodiac is a far-fetched hypothesis, as is the existence of a 
Hindu sidereal Zodiac that supposedly preceded by a full millenium the 
emergence of the Babylonian Zodiac! The first Sanskrit texts that attest 
to the existence of Hindu astrology date from the first centuries A.D. and 


* VAT 7851, Archeological Museum of Berlin. 

“Cf. Abraham Sachs and Hermann Hunger, Astronomical Diaries and Related 
Texts from Babylonia (Vienna, 1988, vol. 1, p. 55); Bartel van der Waerden, op. 
cit., p. 126; Francesca Rochberg-Halton, "Mesopotamian Cosmology," (in: Nor- 
riss Hetherington (ed.), Cosmology, New York, Garland, 1993, p. 49); and Ian 
Anderson, Babylonian Astrological Texts (Philadelphia, Union Press, 1989, vol. 
1, p. XXVID. 

“© Cf. Paul Schnabel, Berossos und die babylonisch-hellenistische Literature, 
Leipzig, Teubner, 1923, and "Kidenas, Hipparch und die Entdeckung der 
Praezession" in Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie, 37, 1927. 

* Otto Neugebauer, "The Alleged Babylonian Discovery of the Precession of 
the Equinoxes" in Journal of the American Oriental Society, vol. 70, no. 1, 
1950, pp. 2-3. 

*’ Cf. Cyril Fagan, Astrological Origins, St. Paul (Minn.), Llewellyn Publica- 
tions, 1971. 
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are of Greek inspiration.** 

Moreover, the existence of a sidereal Zodiac presupposes that the ce- 
lestial bodies emit a certain influx, in the form of a ray or radiation, an 
idea seized upon by scientists who then bring forward the distance of the 
planets and the stars, which is incompatible with supposed "action at a 
distance,"*’ or even more so the impossibility that inert matter should 
influence living matter. These arguments, which proceed from prejudices 
concerning the existence of an astral "influx," fail to take into account the 
possibility of integration by the nervous system of cyclical phenomena, 
studied by experimental psychology, most notably by Russian reflexolo- 
gists.°° It is as a result of that ignorance that some obscurantists believe 
they argue against astrology by using the double sophism: if influence 
depends on distance and gravity, then any number of terrestrial objects 
would have more importance than planets of the solar system; and if, on 
the other hand, influence does not depend on either distance or gravity, 
then one would have to keep equally in mind all the billions of stars in 
the universe.” 

There remains the materialist argument according to which the zodia- 
cal Signs, the Houses and the planetary Aspects are supposedly "imagi- 
nary" elements because they do not appear as physically measurable tan- 
gibles. Pico della Mirandola points out that no justification exists for the 
technical divisions of astrology: the zodiacal Signs, for example, are in 
his opinion simple arithmetic divisions. From that understanding comes 
his rejection of the importance given by astrologers to position—a simple 
geometrical concept without any correspondant physical reality—which 
a planet occupies at a given moment (in a particular sign, house, etc.) 
This approach once again overvalues energetics to the detriment of struc- 


“8 Cf David Pingree, "Astronomy and Astrology in India and Iran," in Jsis, vol. 
54, no. 2, 1963. 
*° Cf. for example the classic work by the astronomers Roger Culver and Philip 
Tanna: The Gemini Syndrome, 1979; Buffalo, Prometheus Books, 1984, 
% Jean-Pierre Nicola in La condition solaire, 2nd ed., Editions Traditionnelles, 
1976, has interpreted the Zodiac according to the work of Pavlov without paying 
any mind to the fact that the physiological approach has only an analogic value 
for the comprehension of psychic phenomena. The majority of internal proc- 
esses, be they psychic or psycho-mental, are not susceptible to experimentation. 
Between the psychic and the physiological there can exist only a relationship of 
isomorphy. The conditional reflex is a physiological variation concomitant with 
a more general transformation of the organism, a visible index of more complex 
rocesses which operate in the psyche, as Pavlov himself recognized. 
I For example, Jean-Claude Pecker, "L'astrologie et la science," in La Recher- 
che, v. 140, 1983, p. 122. 
* Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, Disputationes adversus astrologiam divina- 
tricem, VV/2, Italian translation by Eugenio Garin, Florence, Vallechi, 1946-52, 
2 vols. 


96 


Considerations XVII: 1 


tural, spatial and temporal differentiations within the astral matrix. 

If light were considered the only tangible quality capable of justifying 
the efficacy of astrological operators, as Pico della Mirandola affirms, 
and after him Kepler as well,”’ that would imply that the planets are the 
only influential operands: for what is a Sign, a House, or an Aspect, if 
not a variation of luminosity, a structural, spatial or temporal modality of 
planetary energies? This is the point that minimalist astrologers are not in 
a position to comprehend. 

Astrological awareness translates itself through an acceptance of the 
reality of qualities that are psychic, perceived emotionally through feel- 
ing, differentiated and structured through the integration of the organism 
and its geo-solar environment and which are recognized as the instru- 
ment of understanding for psychological, cultural, individual and collec- 
tive phenomena. It matters little that this acceptance be admitted a priori, 
or that it be formed through experience of reality, that it be reinforced by 
experience and by the practice of interpreting natal charts, that it be un- 
derpinned by a "causal explanation", or that it emerge from a theoretical 
justification, provided that it furnishes a specific means for the compre- 
hension of reality, which possesses its own pluralist logic. 

Astrology is a conception of reality circumscribed by a double neces- 
sity: one rational, one spiritual. It operates in this middle path, between 
taking into account astronomical data and the belief in a harmonization 
of the psyche with its immediate astral environment. This is why astrol- 
ogy has never been "disproved" by science. Astrology is attacked not 
because it is false knowledge or bad metaphysics—modern societies 
swallow more than their fill of those two things—but rather because as- 
trology represents the only current metaphysics capable of dissolving the 
unilateral nature of modern consciousness and of bringing order to the 
chaotic diversity of its awarenesses.*” 


* The "third intervention" would be placed here beside the adversaries of as- 
trology. 

** Translator 's Note: For expediency, works originally published in English 
and used in French translation are cited in the language of the translation, with- 
out reference to the original English title. Texts from those works have been 
prepared oin the basis of the translation rather than quoted from the English 
origjnals, which explains any possible divergence of the citations from the au- 
thor’s text. The translator hopes that this practice honors the content of the 
original completely, even if it diverges at points from literal transmission. 
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